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By Judy Tacyn

For years, Severna 
Park residents have 
passed by the friendly 

and unassuming man who 
frequents park benches and 
stores in the community’s 
central corridor. They often 
have questions. Who is the 
man? Does he need shelter?

Arthur “Moose” Williams 
was born in 1955 to Lucinda 
and Christopher Williams. 
He grew up in Severna Park 
along with his brother Clif-
ton and half-sister Patricia, 
and lived on Whites Road 
and Vinton Lane as a child. 
He attended Jones and 
Folger McKinsey elementary 
schools before attending 
Severna Park High School 
and graduating in 1974.

He recalls getting good 
grades in high school and 
earning a scholarship to 
a local college. He said he 
“turned it down” because 

he didn’t know where he 
wanted to go, what he 
wanted to study or what he 
wanted to do.

In 1974, Moose started 
working at the McDonald’s 
on Baltimore-Annapolis Bou-
levard — a restaurant he still 
frequents. After he gradu-
ated from high school, he 
worked at other restaurants, 
but Moose said he preferred 
working outdoors by drilling 
wells or doing landscaping. 
Moose never married or had 
children; rather, he and his 
brother helped care for their 
mother and lived with her 
at 34 Whites Road until her 
death several years ago.

Moose prefers not to talk 
about his father, only stating 
that he was born in Kings-
ton, Jamaica. He’s protec-
tive of his mother, saying 
that he and Clifton shared 
responsibility for household 
expenses, though Clifton was 

By Zach Sparks 
zach@pasadenavoice.com

Between January 9 and 
April 8, many Ameri-
cans will focus on 

playoff football, Valentine’s 
Day, the Oscars and Grammy 
Awards, and closer to home, 
preparing for the Polar Bear 
Plunge or securing tickets to 
Severna Park High School’s 
Rock ‘N’ Roll Revival.

During that 90-day 
timespan, the 188-member 
Maryland General Assembly 
will engage in policy debates, 
with Democrats and Republi-

cans drafting legislation that 
will have a long-term impact 
on Marylanders.

EDUCATION
When the Kirwan Com-

mission announced in 
December 2018 that Mary-
land would need $4.4 billion 
annually to meet those 
goals, Governor Larry Hogan 
balked at the price tag. The 
panel later lowered that fig-
ure to $3.8 billion, but legisla-
tors still need to determine 
how state and local govern-
ments will divide the cost.

With Marylanders voting 

“yes” on a ballot referendum 
in November to ensure 
casino revenues are spent 
on Maryland schools, the 
state is expecting to receive 
an additional $4.4 billion in 
school funding.

Democrats want to spend 
the money on the commis-
sion’s recommendations: 
investments in prekinder-
garten and special educa-
tion while also increasing 
teacher pay. Hogan wants to 
earmark $1.9 billion for new 
construction funding over 
five years.

Why is Hogan proposing 

to use a chunk of the funds 
on school construction 
instead of meeting the com-
mission’s suggestions?

“Capital budget invest-
ments are one-time budget 
expenditures whereas the 
operating budget is reoccur-
ring,” said Senator Ed Reilly, 
who represents District 33. 
“For the operating budget, 
you have to have a reoccur-
ring source of revenue, and 
gaming revenue fluctuates.”

Delegate Heather Bag-
nall, newly elected to a seat 
in District 33, wants her 

The 2019 Legislative Session Will 
Shape The Future Of Maryland

CSEG Has New Idea 
For Crownsville 

Hospital Site

By Zach Sparks 
zach@pasadenavoice.com

Chesapeake Sports 
and Entertainment 
Group (CSEG) Presi-

dent Mark Burdett was 
met with consternation in 
November 2017 when he 
shared his organization’s 
grand plans for Bay-
hawks Village.

The complex would have 
brought a 10,000-seat 
stadium for the Chesa-
peake Bayhawks lacrosse 
team, 20 turf fields for 
youth athletics, a hotel and 
restaurants to the 544-acre 
property that was for-

merly home to Crownsville 
Hospital Center.

Herald Harbor resident 
Janet Holbrook told the 
Voice in February 2018 
that “it seemed like they 
wanted to build Disney 
World in my neighbor-
hood. I know that sounds 
like an exaggeration, but 
it’s a huge complex.”

Burdett, who grew up in 
Severna Park, said there 
was a glaring need for 
fields to accommodate 
the burgeoning industry 
of youth sports and for 
a smaller stadium the 
Bayhawks could use. The 
team currently plays its 
home games in Annapolis 
at Navy-Marine Corps 
Memorial Stadium, which 
seats more than 34,000 

spectators. The Bayhawks 
averaged 4,169 fans for 
home games in 2018.

With direction from 
Bayhawks owner and 
general manager Brendan 
Kelly, Burdett and his 
team noted the commu-
nity’s feedback and revised 
the concept, which is now 
called Chesapeake Park.

Their design expunged 
the access point from 
Crownsville Road and 
Generals Highway, instead 
asking the state to add an 
interchange from Inter-
state 97 to Farm Road as 
the sole entry point. They 
added hiking and biking 

trails bordered by picnic 
areas. They kept 360 acres 
of open space, with access 
to the abutting Bacon 
Ridge Natural Area. To 
acknowledge the hospital’s 
nefarious history of physi-
cal and mental experimen-
tation on black patients, 
CSEG added the Say My 
Name Memorial.

Removed, for now, are 
the shops and hotel. Four 
turf fields were added for a 
total of 24.

The new plan appeases 
Anne Arundel County 
residents, Burdett said, 
because it means less traf-
fic and more environmen-
tal preservation than the 
old plan. CSEG envisions 
it serving groups as close 

Every year, Anne Arundel 
Community College rec-
ognizes local residents 

for carrying on the mission 
of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
This year, eight community 
members will be honored at 
the 38th annual Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Breakfast.

“This breakfast allows 
them to be recognized as 
keepers of the flame for the 
philosophies of Dr. King,” 
said Eugene Peterson, who 
chairs the breakfast.

The 2019 breakfast will 
be held on January 21 from 
8:00am to 10:00am at La 
Fontaine Bleue, and tickets are 
$35 per person. To purchase 
tickets, visit www.event- 
brite.com.

Vickie Gipson, Esq.
Alan Hilliard Legum 
Humanitarian Award

Vickie Gipson is a social 
justice advocate. She has 

worked 
with the 
Caucus of 
African-
American 
Leaders, 
the Anne 
Arundel 
County 
branch 
of the 

NAACP, the Martin Luther 
King Jr. Committee, and 
many other local com-
munity and social justice 
organizations.

She is a lawyer and has 

worked as a legal profes-
sional for 30 years. Gipson 
has a versatile legal back-
ground, and has worked 
on issues related to wills 
and estates, contracts, real 
estate, business, non-
profits, civil rights and 
other issues.

Jay Offer 
Leon H. White Clergy 
Memorial Award

Jay Offer has served in 
religious leadership for 27 
years and was ordained in 
2007. He founded Harvest 
Crusade Ministries in Glen 
Burnie, through which 
he has reached a segment 
of the community often 
forgotten.

Offer served in the U.S. 
Army for three years, and 

then for 27 
years as a 
decorated 
police 
officer and 
adminis-
trator. He 
retired in 
2015 and 
became an 
entrepre-

neur and full-time pastor.
Offer expanded his personal 

ministry by feeding families 
through a community food 
bank, and serving as the com-
munity ambassador at a high 
school in a racially charged 
community.

AACC Honors Eight At Dr. King Breakfast

Severna Park Community 
Offers Helping Hand To Moose

Left: In 1974, Moose started 
working at the McDonald’s 
on Baltimore-Annapolis 
Boulevard — a restaurant he 
still frequents.

By Zach Sparks 
zach@pasadenavoice.com

Parents of students 
in Anne Arundel 
County Public 

Schools can now see their 
child’s school ranked in 
the same way as restau-
rants and hotels: by a 
five-star rating.

The new Maryland 
School Report Card, 

released in December, 
evaluated schools state-
wide on a variety of fac-
tors: attendance, having a 
well-rounded curriculum, 
growth on English and 
math state assessments, 
and progress of English 
language learners.

The new grading metric 
is part of Maryland’s 
accountability system 

What Does The MD 
Report Card Mean 

For County Schools?
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Severna Park Ice Hockey 
Falcons defeat Broadneck, ascend 
to top of MSHL standings.
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aging  Page 8
Using a wheelchair or walker does not have to hinder you if you make these easy fixes to improve the safety 

and accessibility of your home.

HealtH, Beauty & Fitness

Hair Care  Page 3
A good dry shampoo can extend the length 
of time needed between washes, but how 
do you choose the right one for you?

Dentistry  Page 9  Laser technology has changed everyday dentistry operations in many ways.

Park fitness  Page 10Sticking to a resolution doesn’t have to be 
impossible. At Park Fitness, founders Danny 
O’Malley and Joe Bocek want to help all 
members find a system that works for them.
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By Dylan Roche

Many parents stick with 
a volunteer effort as a way 
of staying involved with 
their kids’ activities. For 
Babet Regalado, however, 
volunteering with the 
Severna Park High School 
band has been something 
she has stuck with even 
when one of her own four 
children aren’t involved. 
That’s because she has 
found herself a surrogate 
mom to each of the stu-
dents who are involved. As 
she put it, “The band was so 
much more than my own 
personal kids — they are 
all my kids.”

For as long as she can 
remember, Regalado 
has volunteered in some 
capacity. In college, she 
was a member of Circle K 
International, a collegiate-
level program of Kiwanis. 
When she and her husband 

started a family, a friend 
invited her to volunteer 
with Boy Scouts, thus be-
ginning a years-long stint 
with scouting.

Her biggest volunteer en-
deavor came along in 2006, 
when her oldest son was 
a freshman at SPHS and 
joined the band. For the 
first year, Regalado shad-
owed a fellow volunteer 
and learned how to manage 
uniforms, which the SPHS 
band owns and alters based 
on the students involved 
each year.

“I don’t have a sewing 
machine — I sew by hand,” 

she said. “I would have 
what I call old-fashioned 
sewing parties at my house 
on Saturday mornings. You 
bring your sewing stuff and 
we sit around and sew and 
iron and put buttons on.”

When the band was 
able to afford a new set 
of uniforms a couple of 
years ago, and retire the 
set of uniforms it had 
used for about 20 years, 
Regalado helped pick out 
the new pieces. “My job 
was to make sure they were 
functional for at least five 
to 10 years,” she said. “They 
were not cheap. They were 
$65,000 worth of uniforms. 
You don’t just replace those 
every day or every year.” 
One major benefit of the 
new uniforms, she noted, 
is that they can be altered 
with hem tape rather 
than sewing.

After 12 years with the 
band, Regalado expects 
she will step down soon, 
but she doesn’t know 
yet how she’ll redirect 
her time. What she does 
know is that when she 
looks back on her many 
years with the band, 
she’ll always count her 
favorite memory as 
being that of watching 
the growth of the many 
students, who all call her 
Mama Regs. “Watching 
them come in as fresh-
men and seeing how 
confident they were by 
the time they’re seniors 
— to me, that’s the best 
part,” she said. “I know 
that maybe, in some way, 
I had a little impact.”

Babet Regalado accepted her Volunteer of the Month 
award from Voice Assistant Editor Zach Sparks in 
recognition of her many years with the SPHS band.

Margueritte Mills
Volunteer 
Of The Month

SPHS Band Knows Babet 
Regalado As “Mama Regs”

By now, you’ve probably 
put away your holiday deco-
rations, taken down your 
tree, found a place around 
the house to keep all the 
gifts you received, and let 
life return to normal after 
days — or maybe even 
weeks — of celebrations, 
visits and festivities.

So, now what are you 
looking forward to? Valen-
tine’s Day? Easter? Maybe 
spring and some warmer 
weather? (All right, I’ll 
admit that last one is what 
I’m looking forward to.)

Instead of asking what 
you’re looking forward to 
now that Christmas is over, 
maybe I should ask how you 
plan to live in the present 
in 2019. I’m no expert, but 
I’m willing to try it myself.

There are many aspects 
of the Voice mission that 
lend themselves to living 
in the present, and here 
are just a few off the top 
of my head.

We like to give credit 
where credit is due when 
one of our community 
members accomplishes 
something especially 
impressive. We also hope 
that we’re able to tell these 
local stories in such a way 
that they’re worth cut-
ting out and putting in a 
scrapbook or posting to 
your refrigerator — not just 
skimmed over and forgot-
ten the next day.

Most months of the 

year, the paper comes with 
a special edition enclosed 
in its fold, and it’s often 
pretty timely to the sea-
son. This month, it’s our 
Health, Beauty & Fitness 
Guide. This magazine has 
insight and advice from 
local experts about how 
to take control of your 
health — and if sticking to 
a resolution isn’t all about 
appreciating the pres-
ent, I don’t know what is. 
You’re not stressing over 
past missteps, and you’re 
not thinking about what 
outcome you’ll have weeks 
or months from now — in-
stead, you’re enjoying what 
you’re able to do right now, 
right here.

Finally, there’s our inter-
est in encouraging our 
community to shop local 
and support small busi-
nesses here in town. I know 
it’s convenient to just click 
a button on Amazon, but 
the experience of shopping 
local means enjoying an in-
ventory of products picked 
specially for consumers 
in our area, having face-
to-face interaction with 
employees, and supporting 
an entrepreneur who lives 
right here and invests in 
the community.

So even though it can be 
tempting to look forward to 
exciting days ahead, espe-
cially during these cold (and 
sometimes uneventful) 
days of January, let’s not 
lose sight of the present.

Until February, everyone 
—enjoy! And remember, 
you can always shoot me 
an email at dylan@sever-
naparkvoice.com.

Dylan Roche
Editor
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Brought to you by the Merchants of Park Plaza

Park Plaza is located at 550-582 Governor Ritchie Highway in Severna Park.  Sponsored by the merchants of Park Plaza Shopping Center.
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Free Trial!

Register Today!
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Gifts for family and 
friends to enjoy 

all year long

Food & ReStauRantS
Bill Bateman’s Bistro
Honey Baked Ham
Kyoto Japanese Restaurant
Ledo Pizza
Mi Pueblo Restaurant 
Noodles and Company   
Park Tavern
Smoothie King 
Subway
Taco Bell
The Breakfast Shoppe 

GiFt SHoPS & Retail
AT&T 
Dance Supplies, Etc.
Dress Barn/Dress Barn for Women
Five Below 
Franklin’s Toys
Jo-Ann Fabrics 
Marc Todd Jewelers 
Music and Arts Center 
Park Home
Side Street Framers & gift gallery
T- Mobile

The Cottage 
The UPS Store
Wild Bird Center
Xfinity  

HealtH & Beauty
Creative Force Dance Center
G.N.C.  
Hair Cuttery 
Hand and Stone Massage & Facial Spa
Image Creators Salon & Spa 

Kwon’s Taekwondo 
Olde Tyme Barbershop
Park Fitness 
Split Ends Salon
Sport Clips 
Top Nails

PRoFeSSionalS
ATI Physical Therapy
Chesapeake Hearing Centers, Inc. 
Coldwell Banker 

Edward Jones 
Long and Foster
M&T Bank
Mathnasium 
Multi-Specialty Health Care Group 
Park Pharmacy 
Paul W. Gill, DPM Podiatrist
Priority Care
Robert A. Pascal Youth & Family
Severn River Dental Health Center
United Title and Escrow

New gift 
items 

arriving daily
Now Open!

“The band was so 
much more than my 
own personal kids — 
they are all my kids.”

 —  Babet Regalado
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  Compass is a licensed real estate brokerage that abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is not guaranteed. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Compass is 
licensed as Compass Real Estate in DC and as Compass in Virginia and Maryland. Annapolis, 8 Evergreen Road, Severna Park, MD 21146 | 443.372.7171

462 Severn Road  6 BD  5 BA  $2,397,000

David Orso Exclusive Listing in Severna Park

Voted Best Real Estate Agent by 
readers of the Severna Park Voice 
for six consecutive years

United in their mission to deliver unrivaled 
outcomes for buyers and sellers alike, David 
and his team pair deep expertise with an 
unwavering passion for what they do. Whether 
you’re searching for the perfect home to 
accommodate your growing family or seeking 
that next investment for your portfolio, The 
David Orso Team delivers optimal results in the 
least amount of time.

Maximizing real estate results 
in Annapolis and beyond

davidorso.com



a4 January 16, 2019 Severna Park voICe

At Rutzen Eye Specialists, we know patients  
care about the right training, experience, and 
bedside manner. Dr. Rutzen and Dr. Hanna are 
fellowship-trained specialists with expertise in 
laser cataract surgery and LASIK.

Patients often tell us what a pleasant, 
professional, and satisfying experience they have 
with our doctors and staff. We are here for you.  
Call us today.

is in good hands.
Your eye surgery

LASER CATARACT SURGERY & LASIK
489 Ritchie Hwy  Severna Park    410-975-0090

www.RutzenEye.com 

At Rutzen Eye Specialists, we know patients  
care about the right training, experience, and 
bedside manner. Dr. Rutzen and Dr. Hanna are 
fellowship-trained specialists with expertise in 
laser cataract surgery and LASIK.

Patients often tell us what a pleasant, 
professional, and satisfying experience they have 
with our doctors and staff. We are here for you.  
Call us today.

is in good hands.
Your eye surgery

LASER CATARACT SURGERY & LASIK
489 Ritchie Hwy  Severna Park    410-975-0090

www.RutzenEye.com 
All loans subject to credit approval.

With Spring right around the corner, there’s no better  
time to line up financing for all your home-improvement  

projects. Whether you’ve had your eye on an updated  
kitchen or another project, we can make it happen.

Stop by or call to speak with your local loan  
officer about a home equity line of credit today

Don’t forget to also check out our full line of 
checking products, perfect for everyday expenses.

Spring Forward...
With a Home Equity Line of  

Credit from Severn Bank

Severna Park Branch
598 Benfield Road
Severna Park, Maryland 21146
410.544.0800 • severnbank.com

Crystal Wiley
Branch Manager

Kellie  
McCants-Price 
Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. Zeitgeist Award

Kellie McCants-Price, 
Ph.D., is an associate profes-

sor in 
Anne 
Arundel 
Com-
munity 
College’s 
psychol-
ogy de-
partment. 
A social 
justice 

advocate, she co-chairs 
the college’s Intergroup 
Dialogue program, which 
allows the community to 
better understand social 
identity groups through 
facilitated conversation.

As a mentor for AACC’s 
Diversity Faculty Fellows 
Program, McCants-Price 
is devoted to creating a 
pipeline for adjunct faculty 
members from underrep-
resented groups to become 
full-time faculty members.

McCants-Price provides 
monthly commentary on 
mental health and diversity 
topics for a local NPR station.

Tryphena 
Ellis-Johnson 
George H. Phelps 
Jr. Distinguished 
Citizen Award

Tryphena Ellis-Johnson is 
a life member of the NAACP 

and chairs 
the Juve-
nile Justice 
Committee. 
On the first 
Sunday of 
the month, 
she mentors 
youths at 
the Thomas 
J.S. Waxter 

Children’s Center.
A member of Jack 

and Jill of America Inc., 
Arundel Bay Area chapter, 
Ellis-Johnson serves on 
various committees and is 
treasurer of the Associate 
Jewels magazine.

Ellis-Johnson is financial 
secretary to the National 
Coalition of 100 Black 
Women, Anne Arundel 
County Chapter. She is also 
a contractor for Home-
land Security.

On the county Board of 
Elections, she oversees all 
elections in Anne Arundel 
County and ensures the 
process is nonpartisan. 
Ellis-Johnson is the first 
African-American to serve 
on the county Board of 
Elections.

Taylor Pyles 
Dallas G. Pace Sr. 
Humanitarian Award

Taylor Pyles founded the 
Blue Ribbon Project based 

on his 
personal 
and pro-
fessional 
experi-
ences 
involv-
ing child 
abuse and 
the foster 

care system. He created the 
Backpacks of Love pro-
gram, designed to provide 
emergency essentials to 
children being placed into 
foster care. Pyles is a detec-
tive with Annapolis Police 
Department, assigned to 
the Criminal Investiga-
tions Section. 

Pyles also is vice chair of 
the Children’s Justice Act 
Committee, which is the 
Maryland Children’s Justice 
Act Task Force. Addition-
ally, Pyles sits on the Anne 

Arundel County Child Fatal-
ity Review Board.

Janice 
Hayes-Williams 
Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. Award Recipient

Janice Hayes-Williams de-
scends from enslaved Africans 

from Anne 
Arundel 
County 
and traces 
her fam-
ily history 
back to 
1760.

After 
20 years 
of govern-

ment contracting, Hayes-
Williams started researching 
local African-Americans.

She was hired as co-pro-
ducer and Maryland history 
consultant for the documen-
tary “Pip and Zastrow: An 
American Friendship,” which 
won the Target Filmmaker 
Award — For Inspiration to 
Dream in Color at its first film 
festival. 

She continues to provide 
African-American walking 
tours of Annapolis and shares 
the hidden histories of the 
African-American commu-
nity of Annapolis and Anne 
Arundel County.

Hayes-Williams is a senior 
staff member for Annapolis 
Mayor Gavin Buckley.

Shane Nikolao 
Alan Hilliard Legum 
Humanitarian Award

While at 
Hastings 
College, 
Shane 
Nikolao 
was a 
member 
of the 
Hastings 
Race and 

Poverty Law Journal.
He was admitted to the 

Maryland state bar and began 
working for the personal in-
jury firm of Rosen and Ester-
son in Baltimore. In January 
2008, Nikolao joined the firm 
of Alan Hilliard Legum, P.A., 
where he practiced law under 
Alan Hilliard Legum.

In 2014, he became a 
partner. Since joining the 
firm, Nikolao has represented 
Marylanders in both state and 
federal courts. 

Cassandra 
Smith Moore 
Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. Zeitgeist Award

Cassandra Moore is as-
sistant director of Enrollment 

Develop-
ment and 
Admis-
sions at 
Anne 
Arundel 
Communi-
ty College. 
She feels 
privileged 
to work 

with families in the county, 
for her life’s work has been 
devoted to ensuring access, 
inclusion and equity in higher 
education.

Moore received the Thomas 
Bilger Award for her consis-
tent vision, service and leader-
ship to the American Associa-
tion of Collegiate Registrars 
and Admissions Officers.

She is active in the Chesa-
peake and Potomac Associa-
tion of Collegiate Registrars 
and Admissions Officers, 
where she is a founding board 
member. A graduate of Leader-
ship Anne Arundel, Moore 
is a member of Alpha Kappa 
Alpha Sorority, Anne Arundel 
Women Giving Together 
and the Fort Meade Historic 
Post Chapel.

AACC Honors Eight At Dr. King Breakfast

as the Green Hornets in 
Severna Park and as far as 
Virginia and Delaware.

Yet it’s a stark differ-
ence from the solar farm 
proposed by the Gener-
als Highway Council of 
Civic Associations, which 
represents roughly 24 com-
munities. Before taking 
office as county executive 
in December, Steuart Pitt-
man championed the solar 
farm plan.

Burdett praised Pitt-
man’s intent to protect 
the area. With the state 
spending about $1 million 
annually to maintain the 
site, Burdett also sees a 
better opportunity.

“He has some uber-green 
thinking,” Burdett said 
of Pittman. “We’re all for 
the parks and the trails, 
but there has to be some 
economic engine.”

Burdett said he expects 
Chesapeake Park to gener-
ate, at full operation, more 
than $40 million annually 
for the county and state. 
“It’s no longer going to be a 
tax burden,” he said.

Pittman wants Anne 
Arundel County to ac-
quire the property from 
the state.

“We understand that the 
state is completing a feasi-
bility study via the Mary-
land Stadium Authority 
and we look forward to that 
report,” Pittman said. “The 
administration’s vision for 
the property is one that is 
centered on preservation 
and passive recreation.”

Speaking on behalf of the 
Generals Highway Council 
of Civic Associations, presi-
dent John Hamm said the 
Crownsville community 
does not favor the new plan 
more than the first one.

“We proposed [the solar 
farm] at that forum Steuart 
Pittman ran before the 
election,” Hamm said. “We 
had 94 people in atten-
dance, according to Steuart 
Pittman’s website. To our 
audience in attendance, 
we asked who’s in favor 
and who’s against [Chesa-
peake Park]. Overwhelm-
ingly, the people came out 
against this commercial 
development.”

Hamm doesn’t expect the 
state to approve the single-
use exchange of I-97, the 
one component CSEG most 
needs for Chesapeake Park 
to be built.

If the project is approved, 
the Maryland Stadium Au-
thority could lease the sta-
dium to CSEG. Since 2004, 
the site and its 69 buildings 
have been mostly vacant.

“Not only is there an 
asbestos and lead [prob-
lem], but there is a rodent 
infestation,” Burdett said. 
“… No one wants to say 
that out loud.”

Most of the tenants are 
nonprofits or treatment 
centers — Anne Arundel 
County Food Bank, Gaud-
enzia Drug Treatment, 
Hope House Treatment 
Center. Under the original 
Bayhawks Village concept, 
those groups may have 
been displaced. CSEG 
now aspires to accommo-
date the nonprofits and 
offer jobs to the people 
they serve.

CSEG is preparing a 
financial report to present 
in mid-January. Burdett 
believes that it will forecast 
the promising potential of 
Chesapeake Park.

“The word developer has 
been created as a negative 
word,” Burdett said. “There 
are 800 square feet of ex-
isting development on the 
property today and that 
environment is fallowed. … 
There’s parking lots, barns, 
a sewage treatment plant. 
Our project is 69 percent 
of that number. We’re not 
bringing more develop-
ment to Crownsville Hos-
pital. We’re bringing less 
development.”

For Chesapeake Park to 
have a future, Burdett will 
have to change the commu-
nity’s reaction from con-
sternation to excitement.

“If the hospital grounds 
had to be rezoned and 
later the Bayhawks have 
to fault on the deal, the 
state would be stuck with 
the property,” Hamm said. 
“It would be one bad move 
after another.”

For more information, visit 
www.chesapeakepark.com 
or find Chesapeake Park on 
Facebook and Twitter.

CSEG Proposes Concept

Taylor Pyles

Kellie  
McCants-Price

Tryphena 
Ellis-Johnson

Cassandra 
Smith Moore

 »Continued from A1

Janice 
Hayes-Williams

Shane Nikolao

 »Continued from A1
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Saturday, February 23 • 10 am–1 pm
The Y in Arnold, 1209 Ritchie Highway, Arnold, MD 21012

JOIN US AT THIS FREE EVENT FOR:
• A Healthy Lunch
• Dance Demonstrations
• Education and Screenings
• Giveaways and Ra�e Prizes

FOR MORE INFORMATION  
OR QUESTIONS: 
VISIT: umbwmc.org/heartbeatforhealth 
CALL: 410-553-8103

• Exercise Challenges 
• Obstacle Course for Kids 
• Free Smoothie Samples
• Food Demo and Spice Station

NEW THIS YEAR!

Eat well. 
Move more. 
Be healthy.

under the Every Student 
Succeeds Act (ESSA), legisla-
tion signed in 2015. Over an 
18-month period, superin-
tendents, principals, teach-
ers, parents, community 
leaders, advocacy groups 
and other stakeholders 
around Maryland drafted 
the plan, which was adopted 
by the U.S. Department of 
Education in early 2018.

ESSA succeeded the No 
Child Left Behind Act in 
governing state school im-
provement plans.

Jason Dykstra, executive 
director of the instructional 
data division for Anne 
Arundel County Public 
Schools, explained the rat-
ings at a December Board of 
Education meeting.

“The biggest difference 
with this new accountability 
plan is that the old one was 
based solely on test scores 
and whether or not students 
passed state assessments,” 
Dykstra said. “That was re-
ally, essentially, it.”

The new plan, he said, 

“will show a much more 
balanced approach to how 
Maryland’s accountability 
program works.”

Under the new ratings, 
only five county schools 
received five stars, and 
three of those were Severna 
Park High School, Severna 
Park Middle School and 
Magothy River Middle. 
Schools with four stars 
included Broadneck High 
School, Severn River Middle 
and several elementary 
schools — Benfield, Folger 
McKinsey, Jones and Shi-
pley’s Choice.

How did Anne Arundel 
compare to other counties? 
Severna Park and Broad-
neck’s five-star schools 
scored between the 88th 
and 95th percentile. The 
four-star schools classify a 
broader range, as they fell 
between 44th and 82nd per-
centile. Three-star schools 
ranged from the 20th per-
centile to the 31st.

Most of the three-star 
schools saw their biggest 
drop come from test scores. 

All Anne Arundel County 
elementary schools lost 15 
points in two categories: 
Access to a Well-Rounded 
Curriculum and Credit for a 
Well-Rounded Curriculum. 
The AACPS website said that 
when the indicators were es-
tablished, the school system 
had no mechanism to track 
which fifth-graders experi-
enced all health standards 
in different curriculums.

Given the inconsistency 
of the data, Superintendent 
George Arlotto decided not 
to report any fifth-grade 
student as having met 
standards in these two 
categories. The situation 
was addressed, and AACPS 
can now track all fifth-grade 
students and their access to 
the health curriculum.

While Arlotto said he 
expects each elementary 

school to earn an additional 
star next year, Board of 
Education president Julie 
Hummer noted that 14 of 
the 24 Maryland districts 
had the same issue with 
health programs, so the 
added points might not give 
Anne Arundel elementary 
schools a big boost over 
other schools next year.

One thing is for sure: the 
new Maryland Report Card 
shows where students are 
excelling and where im-
provement is needed.

“This is a significant new 
tool for our county and 
our state to use in terms of 
measuring the performance 
of schools,” Arlotto said 
in a statement. “We, along 
with our schools, are eager 
to use this baseline data as 
another measure in the con-
text of our Strategic Plan, 
which remains our guiding 
force to help every single 
student achieve his or her 
full potential.”

To learn more or to see an 
individual school’s grades, 
visit www.mdreportcard.org.

What Does The Maryland Report Card Mean For Anne Arundel County Public Schools?
 »Continued from A1

Graphics courtesy of Anne Arundel County Public Schools

Left: High schools are graded by tests, graduation rate and 
chronic absenteeism above other factors. Right: Middle and 
elementary schools are graded by growth on test scores, 
progress on English language efficiency and other factors.

Five-Star Schools
•	Severna Park 

High School
•	Severna Park Middle 
•	Magothy River Middle

Four-Star Schools
•	Broadneck High
•	Severn River Middle
•	Benfield Elementary
•	Folger McKinsey 

Elementary
•	Jones Elementary
•	Shipley’s Choice 

Elementary
Three-Star Schools
•	Arnold Elementary
•	Belvedere Elementary
•	Broadneck 

Elementary
•	Cape St. Claire 

Elementary
•	Oak Hill Elementary
•	Severna Park 

Elementary
**Of the 26 schools with 

two stars, none are located 
in Severna Park or Arnold.

How Local 
Schools Rank
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Looking for a church? coME Join uS!

Roman Catholic Church • Severna Park, MD

our Purpose: To form disciples of  Jesus christ who joyfully live out the gospel!

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday:
5:15 PM  REJOICE 
Music Ensemble  

Sunday:
7:00 AM Spoken Mass
9:15 AM Contemporary 
11:00 AM Traditional Choir
2:30 PM (3rd Sundays) Filipino Mass
5:15 PM EXALT Praise Group

410-647-4884 | www.stjohnsp.org 
689 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, Maryland 21146





 

 
  
 
 

 

 
 
 

 










 







  

  




















    








































































 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
                 






       

     





Childcare is now available 
during the 9:15 AM, 11 AM 

and 5:15 PM Sunday Masses

Next session starts 
Wednesday, February 27 

Questions about life and faith? 
Alpha is for you!

www.stjohnsp.org/alpha

Alpha 

St. John the Evangelist 
School open house

Wednesday, January 30
9 am to 12 noon 

7 pm to 8 pm
come explore the superior educational 

experience our school has to offer!
www.stjohnspschool.org

fellow lawmakers to look 
beyond the cost.

“The question keeps recur-
ring, ‘How much is this going 
to cost?’” Bagnall said. “That’s 
kind of the wrong question, 
because it’s an investment. The 
recommendation has a 10-year 
rollout and the investment 
is going to pay off massively 
in the long run with a more 
educated, prepared workforce, 
which is also going to help at-
tract employers to our area.”

The state may not deter-
mine the funding formulas 
until 2020, but look for the 
conversation to get start-
ed in 2019.

RECREATIONAL 
MARIJUANA

A debate about recreational 
marijuana will likely flow 
along party lines. Medicinal 
cannabis was made legal in 
2013 but licenses were not is-
sued until 2016.

“I supported medicinal mar-
ijuana and we need to make 
sure that’s up and running,” 
said Delegate Sid Saab. “We 
just now have the dispensa-
ries, so I think it’s premature 
to talk about recreational use.”

Bagnall wants to address 
any concerns so the state can 
draft policy that creates a “safe 
and equitable path.”

“I think we have seen, 
nationally, very successful 
rollouts of recreational mari-
juana and very unsuccessful 
ones,” Bagnall said. “But I also 
know that it would be another 
revenue stream for the state of 
Maryland, so I think you are 
going to see a lot of argument 
back and forth.”

MINIMUM WAGE
Now that a four-year rollout 

has brought Maryland’s 
minimum wage from $7.25 to 

$10.10, Democrats in the 
General Assembly want to 
increase the minimum wage 
to $15 an hour.

District 33 representa-
tives have strong feelings 
on the subject. Because he 
sees the minimum wage as 
a training wage, Reilly is 
against bumping it again.

“You give me a 16-year-
old or an 18-year-old high 
school dropout and the 
proposed law would say we pay 
him almost $30,000 a year,” 
Reilly said. “He has no incen-
tive to work harder or go back 
to school.”

Asked about Republicans 
compromising on a bill, 
Delegate Michael Malone said, 
“I try to make bad bills less 
painful. I see myself voted 
against it, but I will put in a 
sloped enactment, a delayed 
enactment.”

Bagnall anticipates the 
General Assembly raising the 
minimum wage while find-
ing a compromise for small 
businesses.

GUN LAWS AND 
MENTAL HEALTH

The gun debate has renewed 
life after five Capital Gazette 
newspaper employees were 
shot in their Annapolis office 
in June 2018.

One bill in 2018 addressed 
the issue of mental health. The 
“red flag” law allows judges to 
order that someone’s guns are 
temporarily ceased if that per-
son is a danger to themselves 
or others. The current law 
allows officers, health profes-
sionals, spouses and family 
members, legal guardians, and 
dating or intimate partners to 
file a petition.

Some of those details need 
to be clarified this session, 
Malone said.

“A romantic partner is 

currently eligible to [file a 
petition], and there is nowhere 
where that term is defined,” 
he said. “Is a Facebook 
partner a romantic partner? 
Does going on one date with 
someone make them a roman-
tic partner?”

Both Democrats and Re-
publicans have also pushed for 
banning “ghost guns,” which 
are homemade guns without 
serial numbers, and firearms 
made with 3D printers.

SPORTS BETTING
If Maryland legalizes sports 

betting, more money would 
be available for schools, roads 
and other needs. Pennsylva-
nia, Delaware, New Jersey, 
West Virginia and several 
other states have already ap-
proved sports betting.

Reilly has no problem with 
the idea but he and Malone 
both want to see the details.

THE ENVIRONMENT
The General Assembly has 

already committed to reaching 
25 percent renewable energy 
by 2020, and lawmakers are 
now looking to enact the 
Maryland Clean Energy Jobs 
Act, which sets the bar at 
50 percent renewable en-
ergy by 2030.

According to a report pub-
lished by the Maryland Energy 
Administration in January 
2018, the state uses nuclear for 

45.5 percent of its energy, coal 
for 25.4 percent and natural 
gas for 16.3 percent. Much of 
its electricity is imported from 
surrounding states.

“If we’re going to get to 
50 percent, where is it going 
to come from?” Reilly said. 
“We’re not increasing produc-
tion in the state of Maryland. 
It’s not homegrown renewable 
energy. When the sun goes 
down and the wind stops 
blowing, we have no energy.”

GERRYMANDERING
A federal court ruled the 

drawing of lines in the 6th 
district to be unconstitutional, 
but Attorney General Brian 
Frosh appealed the ruling. 
While the legislature awaits 
a final decision from the 
Supreme Court regarding 
gerrymandering in Maryland 
and North Carolina, Hogan 
has tasked a commission with 
redrawing the maps so they 
better represent the public 
instead of manipulating the 
lines for political gain.

Malone supports Hogan’s 
efforts and he introduced his 
own constitutional amend-
ment, House Bill 1022, using 
guidance from the Court of 
Appeals. The amendment 
calls for each district to 
“consist of adjoining ter-
ritory, be compact in form 
and be of substantially equal 
population.”

HEALTH CARE, 
COLLEGE AND MORE

Legislators have floated 
the possibility of fining 
people without health 
insurance but allowing 
them to use that fine as a 
downpayment on the insur-
ance. Lawmakers are also 
expected to tackle the issue 
of drug prices.

Reilly wants to keep 
Marylanders healthy and 

safe by passing several small 
measures. “Matthew’s Law” 
would require the Depart-
ment of Natural Resources 
to have boaters take a safety 
education course that includes 
information relating to carbon 
monoxide poisoning.

Another bill would improve 
Lyme disease testing. Reilly 
said, “About 50 percent of 
blood tests for Lyme disease 
come back as false negatives.” 
Malone wants to fix a wide 
gap in child support payment 
requirements — a problem 
he labeled the “cliff effect.” 
Currently, the difference in 
seeing a child 127 days or 128 
days can mean an extra $400 
in child support.

“I support the payment 
of child support,” Malone 
said. “I don’t support when 
people are more motivated by 
money than what is best for 
the child.”

For the best interest of 
future adults, Malone is ask-
ing colleagues to double the 
tax deduction for 529 college 
savings plans, which allow 
parents or grandparents to de-
duct up to $2,500 of payments 
each year. The plans were 
created in 2001, and tuition 
has become more expensive, 
Malone explained.

“We see taxes increased 
with inflation, but we don’t 
see tax credits increased with 
inflation,” Malone said.

LOCAL LAWS
Saab wants to revisit a bill 

to eliminate abuse of the 
elderly. “We still don’t have 
a mechanism for people to 
petition visitation outside of 
guardianship,” he said. “Last 
year, we got 20 percent of what 
we wanted.”

Touting weddings as one 
motivating factor, Reilly 
wants to add Anne Arundel 
County to the list of Maryland 
jurisdictions that can host 200 
people in a barn for special 
events. Currently, only 50 
people can occupy a barn in 
Anne Arundel County.

UNIFIED OR DIVIDED?
With 60 legislators being 

elected for the first time or 
moving to the Senate from 
the House, and with a record 
72 women serving in the state 
legislature, the General As-
sembly has a new look.

One of the new delegates 
is Bagnall, who notices an 
energy and enthusiasm 
brewing among the “problem-
solvers” who were elected in 
part because of their diverse 
backgrounds and skillsets.

“We’re approaching old 
problems — or as my father 
likes to say, don’t call it a 
problem, call it an opportu-
nity — but we’re approaching 
old opportunities with fresh 
perspectives,” Bagnall said. 
“And I think that can be really 
healthy and that can be really 
good for some new innova-
tion. I also think we are going 
to have a lot more community 
advocacy than we have had in 
the past, because our commu-
nities are fired up.”

The 2019 Legislative Session Will Shape The Future Of Maryland
 »Continued from A1

District 33 Representatives

Michael Malone 
Republican

Ed Reilly 
Republican

Heather Bagnall  
Democrat

Sid Saab 
Republican

Read the full story 
online at www. 
severnaparkvoice.com.
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not always living with Moose 
and their mother.

Moose’s recollection of 
dates following his mother’s 
death are not clear. He said 
that after his mother died, 
he and Clifton continued 
to pay for the family home 
on Whites Road; however, 
they soon learned that his 
mother owed money, and 
they were evicted. Moose 
said he moved around, 
staying with relatives for a 
time, but prefers being on 
his own. Clifton now lives in 
an apartment not far from 
Severna Park.

In fall 2018, Moose had 
been sleeping in an area near 
McDonald’s; his belong-
ings could be seen in trash 
bags near the sidewalks at 
McDonald’s and at the Mary-
land Transportation Author-
ity bus stop across the street. 
He said while he was away 
from his “hidden” sleeping 
area one day, another person 
ransacked his camp and 
stole most of his belongings, 
including new winter boots 
and a winter coat.

Moose currently sleeps in 
a shed owned by an acquain-
tance in Severna Park. He 
refused to provide an address 
because of concerns over 
privacy, safety and possible 
theft. He no longer leaves his 
belongings at the bus stop 
because he said his bags were 
recently thrown out with 
the trash.

Because he has to carry 
his belongings, he keeps his 
possessions to a minimum. 
Kindness donations in bulk 
are hard for him to keep. 
He shops at the Dollar Tree, 
where he can purchase single 
hygiene items or a small 
bundle of soaps.

Even though Moose is on 
his own and experiencing 
homelessness, his typical 
day is social. He often walks 
during the evening, tries to 
sleep overnight, and is at 
McDonald’s for breakfast by 
early morning. On warmer 
days, he sits at the bus stop, 

waving to commuters who 
greet him and accepting cash 
or other kindness gifts when 
offered. Though Moose has 
never begged, the Severna 
Park community provides 
him with enough money 
and food to keep him full 
and clothed.

During one meeting at 
McDonald’s for this article, a 
man dropped off a Styrofoam 
plate wrapped in aluminum 
foil. Inside was fish, shrimp 
and potato salad. Shortly 
thereafter, a girl handed cash 
to Moose while her mother 
ordered food at the counter. 
Another customer stopped at 
the table to say hello and ask 
if Moose needed anything, to 
which Moose replied he was 
“all set.”

McDonald’s manager Iban 
Quinones said Moose is 
welcome to warm up or avoid 
the rain. “He is absolutely 
no bother. He’s polite, quiet, 
respectful and clean,” Qui-
nones said. “When it’s time 
to close the dining room in 
the evening, he always leaves 
without any problem.”

Moose also earns money 
by helping local businesses 
with odd jobs. Pointing to 
some dried tan paint on his 
winter jacket, Moose said 
that he recently painted the 
outside attendant booth at 
Macy’s Corner Exxon station. 
In return for working at 
Exxon, he uses the station’s 
restroom to clean up.

He takes his clothes to a 
Glen Burnie laundromat via 
public transportation when 
he has quarters. He pur-
chases single-use detergent 
and fabric softener from 
the vending machine when 
he’s there.

Chatter in Severna Park is 
a nearly 8,000-member Face-
book page for Severna Park 
residents and Moose is often 
a topic of conversation. Posts 
or threads about Moose 
garner hundreds of likes and 
comments. Members often 
post updates or ask questions 
about Moose. For instance, 
when one member recently 

shared that Moose needed 
new boots, Moose had new 
boots that day.

Moose doesn’t ask for 
assistance, but when asked 
about his favorite foods, he 
lists jellybeans, barbecue 
ribs, potato salad, chocolate 
chip cookies, and fruits, such 
as bananas, oranges, apples 
and grapes.

Faith Burns is one of the 
many Severna Park commut-
ers who pass Moose’s favorite 
corner, Macy’s Corner Exxon 
at the junction of Routes 2 
and 648 near McDonald’s.

One day, Burns noticed 
that Moose’s tennis shoes 
looked too small and she 
later asked what boots she 
could buy for him.

“He smiled broadly when 
I dropped them off to him,” 
Burns said. “My perception 
of Moose is that he prefers 
his independence over be-
ing a part of the ‘system.’ It 
sounds like our community 
really embraces him.”

Kate Whitman has known 
Moose as a fixture in Severna 
Park for about 17 years. “On 
many occasions, we have 
given him some food or 
money to ease his troubles. 
He is always thankful and 
kind,” Whitman said.

Whitman’s mother knitted 
Moose a wool hat for Christ-
mas. Other people brought 
him cookies, socks and warm 
clothes over the holidays.

Anne Arundel County 
keeps close watch over indi-
viduals experiencing home-
lessness or who are housing 
insecure, because those 
people may have untreated 
medical or mental issues, or 
addictions. The Department 
of Social Services formed the 
Homeless Outreach Team in 
late 2016 to more effectively 
serve this population by 
providing continuing case 
management.

“The purpose [of the 
Homeless Outreach Team] is 
to reduce cold weather deaths 
and chronic homelessness by 
increasing access to services, 
shelter and other permanent 

housing opportunities,” 
said Brian Schleter, public 
information officer at Anne 
Arundel County’s Depart-
ment of Social Services.

Schleter said outreach 
workers visit known and 
reported homeless camps, 
identify individuals expe-
riencing homelessness, ad-
dress any unmet emergency 
needs, make service referrals 
and offer to continuously 
manage their case. Sch-
leter said that since late fall 
2016, 80 formerly homeless 
individuals have successfully 
transitioned to permanent 
housing. The outreach team 
assisted these clients with 
the housing application, 
the referral process and the 
time-consuming follow-
up necessary to help them 
transition to housing. The 
Homeless Outreach Team 
presently provides ongoing 
case management services to 
74 individuals experiencing 
homelessness.

Twice a year, in Janu-
ary and August, the Anne 
Arundel and Annapolis 
Coalition to End Homeless-
ness leads an effort to count 
sheltered and unsheltered 
homeless persons on a single 
night. The January point-in-
time count is required annu-
ally by the U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment. The recorded aver-
age homeless population in 
Anne Arundel County from 
2009 to 2018 was 372, with 79 
considered “unsheltered.”

According to Schleter, 
Anne Arundel County DSS 
also hosts an annual Home-
less Resource Day. Held on a 
Saturday each fall, the event 
enables people experienc-
ing homelessness to access 
needed medical, identifica-
tion, economic assistance 
and other services from more 
than 60 community provid-
ers and government agencies, 
all in one location.

“Community volunteers 
sign up to serve as guides 
to homeless guests, help-
ing them devise a plan for 

the day and escorting them 
around the campus to receive 
services,” said Schleter. “At 
the October 29, 2018, event 
at Glen Burnie High School, 
234 registered volunteers, 
including 60 United States 
Naval Academy midship-
men, assisted 307 home-
less guests.”

Moose is not interested 
in county, state or federal 
assistance. He said he was re-
ceiving federal benefits in the 
past, but he added “paper-
work got messed up some-
where” and his assistance 
ended. Moose has no desire 
to work with an agency or a 
kind individual to investi-
gate. He also knows he could 
be eligible for health care 
assistance, but insists he’s 
his own doctor and cannot 
remember when he had last 
been to any health care pro-
vider. He said that he’s never 
spent a night in a shelter or 
gone to a county-designated 
warming or cooling station.

For now, Moose depends 
on the kindness of his 
Severna Park neighbors who 
continue to offer unso-
licited help.

 
How To Help 
The Homeless

Get Involved
•	Happy Helpers For the 
Homeless – www.aacvc.org
•	Volunteers of  
America – www.voa.org/
homeless-people

Shelters
•	The Light House,  

Annapolis – 410-263-1835
•	Sarah’s House, Fort 

Meade – 667-600-3561
•	Arundel House of Hope, 

514 North Crain High-
way, Glen Burnie, in-
person only
•	Winter Relief, contact 

your local church for 
information

Anne Arundel County Crisis 
Response can be reached at 
410-768-5522.

Jeff Jeffers 
Named Ski 

Club Member 
Of The Year

After being off the water 
for a few months, members of 
Severna Park’s ski and wake-
board club, Lil’ Round Bay 

Ski Club 
(LRBSC), 
were look-
ing for a 
good ex-
cuse to get 
together. 
They 
decided to 
establish 

an annual gala for the club.
At the gala, club members 

recapped the 2018 waterskiing 
season with pictures, videos 
and a few tall tales. The gala 
was held on December 29 in 
Avalon, New Jersey.

The highlight of the evening 
was the inaugural Member 
of the Year award to celebrate 
the outstanding achievements 
of one club participant. This 
year’s award went to Severna 
Park’s Jeff Jeffers, “not only 
for his exemplary wakeboard-
ing but also his tireless com-
mitment to the club and its 
members,” said LRBSC’s com-
munity chair, Chris Accinelli.

“The momentum of a ski 
club is dependent not only 
on the enthusiasm of its 
members but also on properly 
working equipment,” said 
club president Jason Goger. 
“Jeff spent countless hours 
managing the equipment of 
the LRBSC so that the club 
was ready to enjoy the water 
each week.”

The Lil’ Round Bay Ski Club 
was founded in 2011 by water 
sports enthusiasts from all 
around the Severna Park area. 
From May through October, 
club members meet each 
Friday morning at 6:00am in 
Round Bay to enjoy skiing and 
wakeboarding on the calm 
waters of the Severn River. 
There are roughly 30 members 
of the club.

Jeff Jeffers

Severna Park Community Offers Helping Hand To Moose
 »Continued from A1
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Visit the 
Voice Online

Visit www.severnaparkvoice.com 
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Thank You for Voting Us Best Of Severna Park Again for 2018

Call TODAY for your FREE, no-hassle, no-pressure 
inspection/estimate of your roof, siding or windows.
Financing Options Available

Proud Sponsor of the 
Neighborhood of the Month!

Severna Park Owned and Operated
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MHIC #133042
Landmark Roofing Certified ID# CE29287

We’re helping make neighborhoods better one home at a time!

443-223-7453
www.roofingbylandmark.com

GAF Master Elite Contractor

By Judy Tacyn

Severn Heights is relatively 
small, and perhaps not as well-
known as other neighborhoods 
in Severna Park. The community 
sits on Ringgold Cove, which faces 
Round Bay on the Severn River. 
It has great water views of the 
widest part of the Severn, provid-
ing lovely sunsets year-round. 
The only access is via Rio Lane, off 
Hillcrest and Old County roads.

Residents actively address water 
quality through projects that have 
included the removal of phrag-
mites along the shoreline and 
replacing them with native plants 
and grasses. A clogged stormwater 
pipe was replaced with a bioswale 
to slow drainage to allow na-
tive plants to soak up nutrients 
before the water reaches the river. 
Severn Heights residents are also 
helping Maryland oyster restora-
tion efforts.

In April, Severn Heights resi-
dents hold a sock burning party, 
an Annapolis tradition where wa-
termen would wear the same socks 
all winter, then burn them in the 
spring. Get-togethers for holidays 
and spur-of-the-moment potlucks 
are always on the agenda.

The tranquil beach has a tot 
lot, a volleyball net, a barbecue 
pit, and a sandy area with plenty 
of room to relax and watch the 
Severn River. A dock has boat 
slips and spaces for kayaks and 
paddleboards.

Jeanine Woods 
Resident for Nearly 
Three Years

Jeanine Woods left Minnesota, 
“the land of 10,000 lakes,” and 
knew she wanted water access for 
her family after her husband took 
a job in Baltimore.

“While we were researching 
towns in Baltimore County, my 
husband’s co-worker suggested 
Severna Park,” said Woods. “As 
we were trying to decide between 
[Severn Heights and a neighbor-
hood] in Lutherville, our realtor 
suggested we walk down to the 
beach. When we saw it, I knew 
this was the neighborhood for us, 
where my children could continue 
to grow up close to water and all 
the fun that brings.”

Woods loves the fact that Severn 
Heights is a small community with 
lots of privacy. “We like to think 
that our beach has the prettiest 
view in Severna Park,” she added.

As a parent of young children, 
Woods appreciates Jones Elemen-
tary School.

“It’s a small school, and we love 
it. It is like an extended family, 
where everyone knows everyone 
else,” said Woods. “Jones has a rich 
history in Severna Park, recently 
celebrating the current school 
building’s 60th anniversary. Jones 
has always been a community 
school and it shows.”

As for Severna Park, Woods 
believes the town’s unique-
ness comes from distinct 

neighborhoods.
“Everyone takes pride in their 

own special piece of ‘The Park,’” 
she added. “The boating culture, 
access to the Baltimore-Annapolis 
bike trail, and proximity to major 
cities makes living here like living 
in a resort town.

“We love that our neighborhood 
is a mixture of longtime residents 
and newcomers. Everyone is kind 
and welcoming,” Woods added.

Woods is part of the Jones 
Elementary School PTA, and 
her family is active at St. John 
the Evangelist Church. “Our 
children also play soccer for the 
Green Hornets (Greater Severna 
Park Athletic Association), and 
we have met many wonderful 
people through that organization,” 
Woods concluded.

Sherry Hewitt 
Lifelong Resident

Sherry Hewitt’s family moved 
to Severn Heights from Balti-
more the summer before her fifth 
birthday because her father had 
family who lived in the neighbor-
hood. “After we moved to Severn 
Heights, our family owned four 
homes on Rio Lane along the wa-
terfront,” she said.

Hewitt purchased one of those 
family homes in 2003, and since 
then, the home she grew up in was 
sold following a complete rebuild 
by her brother-in-law and sister, 
who purchased it from her father.

“For me, the choice [to live in 

Severn Heights] was made due to 
my family’s history in the neigh-
borhood,” said Hewitt. “My dad 
worked along with his cousin for 
a marine construction company 
that was owned by the McGeady 
family, who also own a few homes 
in our neighborhood. I have never 
considered moving any place else 
permanently, even with a com-
mute to Bethesda three to four 
times per week for my job with 
Make-A-Wish Mid-Atlantic.

“I would recommend Severn 
Heights as a great place to live. 
Many of the homeowners on the 
waterfront have lived here since 
I was a kid,” she said. “We have 
very friendly neighbors who are 
willing to help each other out and 
who gather socially throughout 
the year.”

Hewitt has been on the Severn 
Heights board for almost 15 years; 
her parents and other family 
members served on the board for 
many years, too.

Jon Korin 
Resident for Eight Years

Jon and Kathy Korin moved to 
Severna Park from Olney in 2011, 
after the newly empty-nesters 
explored retirement locations 
throughout the mid-Atlantic. 
They wanted water and bike trail 
access, so Severn Heights perfectly 
completed their wish list.

“After settling in on the greater 
Annapolis area, we looked for a 
place with water and bike trail 

access and that would allow space 
for Kathy’s fiber art studio,” said 
Jon. “The house we chose needed a 
small expansion but otherwise fit 
perfectly. We were familiar with 
biking on the B&A Trail but had 
never ventured into the neighbor-
hoods until our house search.”

Jon became a community board 
member soon after he moved in 
and became president soon after.

“We have neighbors who have 
been here as long as 60 years or 
so who know a great deal about 
the history and folklore of the 
community and surrounding area. 
It is great to hear their stories,” 
said Jon. “We have pictures of the 
history of our own home from its 
start around the original summer 
cottage circa 1930.”

Jon, an avid bike rider, has 
participated in Bike to School 
Day at Jones Elementary School 
and other area schools through 
his work in bicycle advocacy 
with BikeAAA.

“I participated in Leadership, 
Anne Arundel’s flagship program, 
from 2012 to 2013 and launched 
BikeAAA in 2013,” added Jon. 
“I also chair the Anne Arundel 
County Bicycle Advisory Commis-
sion, am on the county transpor-
tation commission and am now 
participating on a transition team. 
I’ve built wonderful relationships 
with a diverse range of people 
and organizations and love that 
I can bike to most of the places 
where we meet.”

Severn Heights
Neighborhood of 
the Month takes an 
in-depth look at the 
unique communities 
that make up Severna 
Park as a whole. Each 
has its own history, its 
own special amenities 
and its own people 
who are happy to 
call that place home. 
Want to share with 
our readers all about 
your neighborhood 
and what sets it apart 
from others? Email 
spvnews@sever-
naparkvoice.com and 
let us know!

Associate Broker, CRS, GRI CRIS, GRI

McKinsey parK 600 - 405 “D” Unit

2BR - 2BA - New Carpet and Paint $373,900

McKinsey parK 604-305

2 BR - 2 BA “D” Unit

penDing

west severna parK

Listed and Sold Same Day

Are you Receiving the 
Homestead Tax Credit?

Do you have questions about 
your assessment?

Give us a call we would be  
happy to answer any 

questions you may have. 814 East College Parkway Annapolis, MD 21409 • HagueWaterofMD.com

APlumbing • Water Softening • Water Filtration

Is your water  
really safe?

Get A FREE Water 
Analysis.

(410) 881-3638

Photos by Judy Tacyn

Left: (L-R) Greg and 
Jeanine Woods, Sherry 
Hewitt and Jon Korin 
were all charmed by 
Severn Heights.

Severn Heights Is A Tiny Hidden Gem On The Severn River



January 16, 2019

Severna Park voice Politics & Opinion a9

Going to college has 
long been part of the 
American Dream. 

Over the holidays, my family 
and I relaxed in front of the 
iconic film “It’s A Wonder-
ful Life,” where George 
Bailey (Jimmy Stewart) 
contemplates ending his life, 
counting not going to college 
among his personal failures. 
Instead, after working and 
saving while his friends went 
to college, George took over 
the family business, the good 
ol’ Building & Loan, after his 
father unexpectedly died, so 
his college savings went to 
his brother.

That was the 1920s, and 
George Bailey faced other 
challenges and made other 
sacrifices, but one problem 
remains the same: how to 
effectively save for college. 
College debt has been esca-
lating over the past 10 years, 
prompting recent articles in 
outlets from CNBC to Forbes 
to Consumer Reports to Time. 
According to Bloomberg, 
federal student loans is the 
only consumer debt segment 
with continuous growth in 
the past 10 years, having 
grown over 150 percent over 
the past 11 years, and is the 
second-largest segment of 
consumer debt after mort-
gages. Currently, there is 
$1.5 trillion owed in student 
debt, which trickles down 
into the economy as fewer 
graduates are able to save, 
invest, buy homes or start 
businesses.

No doubt, many of you 
are familiar with 529 college 
savings plans. Created in re-
sponse to the 1996 Internal 
Revenue Code change, these 
state-sponsored plans offer 
contributors one of the best 
long-term options for saving 
for college. Growth is not 
taxed, nor are distributions 
so long as they are used to 
pay college-related expenses.

Here in Maryland, contri-
butions to the Maryland 529 
plans are tax-deductible on 
your Maryland tax return 
— to a certain extent. An 
account holder or a contrib-
utor can deduct up to $2,500 
of contributions each year 
from Maryland state income 
per beneficiary per account. 
This $2,500 amount has re-
mained unchanged since the 

Maryland 529 plans were 
first created in 2001. That’s 
right, since 2001, when 
the average college debt in 
the 1990s was $10,000, not 
over $37,000 like it is today. 
Leaving aside the effects 
of the college debt crisis, 
this $2,500 amount should 
be increased to account for 
the rapidly increasing costs 
of college, to account for 
inflation, to reflect reality. 
When the Maryland 529 
plans were created in 2001, 
$2,500 covered the annual 
contribution for the most 
expensive four-year pre-
paid university plan. Now, 
every prepaid plan has a 
minimum annual payment 

in excess of $2,500 and the 
annual cost for the four-
year university prepaid plan 
is more than $5,700 if you 
start when the beneficiary is 
in first grade.

To this end, I am filing a 
bill in the House of Del-
egates this session to double 
the tax deduction from 
$2,500 to $5,000 per year 
per beneficiary per account. 
Obviously, I have no illu-
sions that this measure will 
fix the nationwide college 
debt crisis. However, to the 
extent that we can encour-
age parents, grandparents, 
families, even the students 
themselves to save first 
for college, that will help 

reduce the burden of col-
lege debt. After all, despite 
the sensational stories of 
persons owing $200,000, 
which ballooned to more 
than $400,000, the larg-
est concentration of col-
lege debtors owe between 
$10,000 and $25,000. That 
amount can become smaller 
with more saved and invest-
ment growth over time, 
especially if you didn’t have 
to pay Maryland or federal 
income tax on growth or 
distributions. Let’s make 
college more affordable by 
encouraging savings, and 
support a bill to increase the 
state tax deduction allowed 
for Maryland 529 plans.

Reduce The Burden Of College Debt Creating Solutions

There is no time for pause 
when your tax dollars 
are at work. It has been 

one month since the new 
county council was sworn 
in. While campaigning, it 
became clear I needed to hit 
the ground running. There 
were “backyard issues” that 
required attention. I wanted to 
focus on constituent services, 
being an active presence in our 
communities, and working to-
gether to create solutions. You 
have taken me up on those 
goals, and for that I thank you. 
To date, my office has more 
than 45 open constituent cas-
es. I do my best to personally 
touch every correspondence 
that comes through my office, 
because you have entrusted 
me with this responsibility 
and I take it very seriously. 
Legislation initiatives at the 
county and state level for 2019 
have just begun.

On January 9, the legisla-
tive session for the Maryland 
General Assembly began. 
This is important for county 
legislatures. State laws directly 
affect our local legislation. In 
preparation for the 2019 ses-
sion, the Maryland Associa-
tion of Counties (MACo) held 
its annual winter conference 
in Cambridge, Maryland, from 
January 2 through 4. This 
conference was three days of 
legislative training sessions 
geared toward legislative 
priorities, intercounty rela-
tionship building, and public/
private partnership opportu-
nities. MACo is a legislative 
watchdog for counties across 
the state, voicing the positions 
of local government to the 
Maryland General Assembly. 
It was a pleasure to attend, 
and I am thrilled to be serving 
on the legislative commit-
tee for MACo as an alternate 
member representing Anne 
Arundel County. I will remain 
engaged in the legislation that 
comes before our state sena-
tors and delegates.

To understand how our 
county and state will work 

closely during session, it is 
important to understand the 
legislative initiatives of MACo: 
continuing state commitment 
to education, reprioritizing 
public health, repealing the 
“implied pre-emption” court 
doctrine, and next generation 
911 implementation.

The buck certainly doesn’t 
stop at the state level. In 
District 5 specifically, we have 
concerns regarding pedestrian 
safety, most recently near 
Severna Park High School 
and Severna Park Elemen-
tary School. The Department 
of Public Works recently 
installed temporary traffic 
chokers and LED blinking 
pedestrian crossing signs at 
Evergreen and Cedar roads. 
This is not a “walk away” 
solution. All parties in the 
community, and elected of-
ficials, remain engaged in the 
results of these structures and 
finding the best solution. The 
year 2018 also brought record 
levels of precipitation across 
the county and state. Many of 
the water-related issues are 
new and involve a balance of 
county and private ownership 
solutions. I believe through 
open communication we can 
get there. Hopefully Mother 
Nature will work with us.

In 2018, I made a commit-
ment to keep you informed on 
the issues, public meetings, 
and legislation that could 
affect our area. An electronic 
newsletter was the initial goal 
for this platform. In just a 
few weeks, I recognized the 
need for “real time” informa-
tion to you and your family. A 
monthly newsletter would not 
be timely for those circum-
stances. While I continue to 
work with my office to create 
a monthly newsletter, please 
visit my county blog that will 
be updated as information 
comes to my office. Visit the 
county council website and 
click on my page as your coun-
cilmember. My blog is at the 
bottom. www.aacounty.org/
departments/county-council.

My first month in office has 
been everything I antici-
pated it to be and more. Your 
continued communication 
will only better our district for 
years to come.

Michael 
Malone
Delegate 

District 33

Amanda Fiedler
Councilwoman 

District 5

It is a challenge even 
before I have entered 
my office to know what 

will be the hot-button is-
sue of the season. Nothing 
represents this truth more 
in the 439th legislative ses-
sion than the Commission 
on Innovation and Excel-
lence in Education (CIEE), 
more commonly known as 
the Kirwan Commission, 
named after the commis-
sion chairman, Dr. Wil-
liam Kirwan.

Even before I took office, 
I was asked by constituents 
about the Kirwan commis-
sion. “What is it?” “What 
are they recommending?” 
and “What will it cost?” 
Many had seen reports 
that the CIEE did not com-
plete their work before the 
start of the session and as-
sumed we in the legislature 
would not be working on 
policies in support of the 
recommendations. I think 
it is essential to get the 
funding formulas right, 
but equally essential to get 
ahead of this narrative, 
which supposes that we 
cannot start drafting poli-
cies without them, so I will 
attempt to alleviate some 
of the confusion.

The commission is com-
posed of 25 members from 
various entities including 
local and state govern-
ment, state agency leaders, 
public appointments, and 
appointees from various 

community and education-
al entities and unions, as 
well as the business com-
munity. Recommendations 
have come after an exten-
sive two-year analysis of 
educational and equity 
gaps across Maryland and a 
comparison of our na-
tional and global rankings. 
The Kirwan Commission 
seeks to make us not only 
competitive nationally 
but also a global leader in 
education and innovation, 
offering a 21st-century 
education to all Maryland 
students, a public educa-
tion to rival any private 
institution, while address-
ing the additional equity 
gaps that can emerge from 
instabilities. More than 
40 percent of our students 
across the state are eligible 
for free or reduced lunches. 
It is an immensely ambi-
tious endeavor, one that 
we should not fear but 
rather embrace.

I am a 20-year veteran of 
arts education with a focus 
on alternative learning and 
non-classroom learners, 
and I’ll confess, I have to 
stifle my near-giddy enthu-
siasm when I consider the 
possibility that in under 
a decade, Maryland could 
not only return to its first-
place ranking nationally 
but could be a global leader. 
Massachusetts became the 
national leader in educa-
tion starting in 2012 with 
the elevation of educators 
and an aggressive invest-
ment in education, an 
initiative closely studied by 
the Kirwan Commission.

Currently, we face a 

serious shortage of quali-
fied teachers, with morale 
at an all-time low due to 
overcrowded classes, and 
underpaid and overbur-
den educators who often 
supplement their schools 
with supplies purchased 
on their own. This year, 
we will look at how best 
to address the equity gap 
for our educators and 
bring the profession in 
line with other professions 
requiring a similar level of 
education. We will work 
to expand early childhood 
education not only to give 
students a head start and 
close equity gaps but also 
to help working families 
offset the cost of child 
care. Additionally, we will 
look at expanding com-
munity schools to offer 
wrap-around services.

Every one of our chil-
dren deserves a world-
class education, and our 
community deserves a 
global workforce, trained 
and ready for 21st-century 
opportunities. The com-
mission will continue its 
work to ensure we get this 
right. In the meantime, 
we can start to change the 
educational profession and 
expand our early education 
so we can begin to close 
the gaps early on. Ballot 
question one, which put a 
lockbox around casino rev-
enue, had overwhelming 
bipartisan support across 
the state, so we know as 
legislators that Maryland-
ers support quality educa-
tion. Maryland has the 
will. Now we must simply 
find the way.

The Kirwan Commission
Heather 
Bagnall
Delegate 

District 33

The 439th session of 
the Maryland General 
Assembly convened on 

January 9. It is my honor to 
once again be sworn in as 
your state senator for the 
next four years. Thank you so 
much for putting your trust 
in me to represent you in this 
esteemed body.

I would like to bring to 
your attention six of the 
pieces of legislation that will 
be submitted to the General 
Assembly for consideration 
this session. Some of these 
pieces have been submitted to 
the General Assembly in past 
years, while others are being 
discussed for the first time.

One of the reoccurring bills 
pertains to how the con-
gressional district maps are 
currently drawn in Maryland. 
These districts are heavily 
gerrymandered. Several bills 
have been submitted in past 
sessions pertaining to the 
redistricting of these congres-
sional districts without much 
success. A lawsuit pertaining 
to the gerrymandering of the 
Maryland’s 6th congressional 

district was recently heard 
in a federal court. The court 
ruled that the boundaries are 
unconstitutional and they 
were ordered to be redrawn. 
However, Maryland’s at-
torney general, Brian Frosh, 
has appealed this ruling. 
The case will be heard in the 
United States Supreme Court 
sometime in March, with 
the opinion coming in June. 
Meanwhile, Governor Larry 
Hogan introduced legislation 
to form a commission that 
will redraw the lines for the 
6th congressional district. 
This commission would insti-
tute a nonpartisan redistrict-
ing process to ensure free and 
fair elections.

The Maryland Healthy 
Working Families Act, also 
known as the Paid Sick Leave 
Bill, was passed in 2018. Gov-
ernor Hogan is concerned that 
this legislation has placed 
financial hardship on many 
small businesses in Maryland. 
He will submit legislation 
called the Small Business 
Relief Tax Credit Act of 2019. 
In order to qualify for this tax 
credit, a small business must 
employ 14 or fewer employ-
ees, and provide employees 
with paid sick and safe leave 
as mandated by the paid 
sick leave bill. The governor’s 

legislation will allow small 
businesses to claim a refund-
able tax credit for the accrued 
paid sick and safe leave for 
each employee — up to $500 
per employee, or $7,000 per 
small business.

There will be a push this 
session to legalize recre-
ational marijuana. House 
Speaker Mike Busch is in 
favor of creating a task force 
to consider a referendum on 
this legislation, with the ref-
erendum potentially being 
on the 2020 ballot. Senate 
President Mike Miller’s opin-
ion, at this time, is to have 
the issue decided in the leg-
islature. I foresee that this 
issue will be contentious.

Raising the minimum wage 
to $15 per hour will once again 
be considered. Governor 
Hogan continues to have con-
cerns of raising the minimum 
wage to this level. There is a 
possibility of businesses leav-
ing Maryland for neighboring 
states where the minimum 
wage is lower. Currently, Vir-
ginia’s minimum wage is $7.25.

Both Speaker Busch and 
President Miller are in sup-
port of legislation that would 
create a prescription drug 
advisory board. This board 
would decide whether the cost 
of prescription drugs is fair to 

the consumer.
The last piece of legislation 

I would like to bring to your 
attention is the possibility 
of legalizing sports betting 
in Maryland. Speaker Busch 
and Governor Hogan have 
both indicated that they 
are open to exploring this 
item. Money raised would 
fund education and possibly 
transportation. Currently, 
the states that have legalized 
sports betting are Pennsyl-
vania, West Virginia, New 
Jersey, Delaware, Nevada, 
Rhode Island, New Mexico, 
Mississippi and the District 
of Columbia. Maryland is 
essentially surrounded by 
states that allow this form of 
gambling. This issue would be 
decided by voters in a refer-
endum on the 2020 ballot.

These few pieces of legisla-
tion will be part of approxi-
mately 2,500 to 3,000 bills 
introduced in the Maryland 
General Assembly this ses-
sion. I am totally dedicated 
to you, my constituents, to 
consider each piece of legisla-
tion that comes before me. I 
will vote to best represent the 
people of my district. You may 
contact me through my office 
by email at edward.reilly@
senate.state.md.us or call me at 
410-841-3568.

Bills Before The General Assembly
Ed Reilly

State Senator 
District 33

Gearing Up For This 
Year’s Tax Filing Season

With the 2019 tax 
filing season set to 
officially start on 

January 28, my agency has 
been hard at work over the 
last several months to ensure 
that our agency has the capa-
bility to continue delivering 
the level of service and results 
that taxpayers have grown 
to expect from the Maryland 
Comptroller’s Office.

While I am extremely 
frustrated by the historic 
duration of the current 
federal government partial 
shutdown, I am hopeful the 
Internal Revenue Service 
will process tax returns as 
scheduled despite the con-
siderable disruption in gov-
ernment operations brought 
about by the shutdown.

Annually, we collect $17 
billion in revenue, process 
more than 3 million tax re-
turns, and we disburse more 
than $2.2 billion in refunds. 
I’m exceptionally proud of 
the fact that the vast major-
ity of electronic tax refunds 
are deposited into Maryland-
ers’ bank accounts, on aver-
age, within 2.1 business days.

Providing respectful, 
responsive and results-ori-
ented customer service con-
tinues to be the core pillar of 
my agency, and we continue 

to find more ways to improve 
taxpayers’ experience.

I am pleased to announce 
that we are rolling out a 
brand-new, state-of-the-art, 
and transformational tax 
processing system — which 
we are calling COMPASS — 
that will deliver increased 
efficiencies by providing our 
taxpayers (both individu-
als and businesses) with an 
easier and more user-friend-
ly filing experience.

Our new COMPASS sys-
tem also will significantly 
improve our ability to iden-
tify tax avoidance, conduct 
audits and issue assessments 
— all of which are critical 
tools to ensure tax fairness. 
What’s more, the state-
of-the-art technology will 
transform the process by 
which we protect Maryland 
taxpayers from tax fraud 
and identity theft.

Our 12 regional branch 
offices across the state serve 
as critical organs of our 
taxpayer service operations. 
Our friendly professional 
staff can assist taxpayers 
with making payments to 
settle tax liabilities and 
provide free state tax prepa-
ration and filing services. 
Taxpayers who have ques-
tions can either visit our 
branch offices or call our 
taxpayer services hotline at 
1-800-MD-TAXES. To find a 
list of branch offices across 
Maryland, please visit www.
marylandtaxes.gov.

Peter Franchot
Comptroller
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By Zach Sparks 
zach@pasadenavoice.com

Members of the Chesa-
peake Forge Blacksmith 
Guild have a unique 

way of hammering out their 
problems. On Sundays and Mon-
days, they convene at Kinder 
Farm Park in Millersville to 
practice the art of blacksmith-
ing, which was common in the 
Middle Ages.

“You start off like a Boy Scout, 
learning about fire management, 
how to make a fire and keep it 
going,” explained Mark Ramey, 
an Arnold resident who is presi-
dent of the Chesapeake Forge 
Blacksmith Guild.

Before they can bend, cut 
and hammer steel and 
iron objects, the black-
smiths prepare their 
coal forge, which can 
exceed temperatures 
of 2,000 degrees. 
A chimney ferries 
the smoke outside.

Sparks danced 
around Ramey 
on a Janu-
ary night as 
he withdrew 
his steel from 
the flames. 
He placed the 
steel, with its 
fiery glow, on 

an anvil and pounded it with a 
hammer. For him to make a knife 
blank, he had to methodically 
repeat the steps of heating the bar 
in the forge and striking it.

Ramey has been with the guild 
since 2011. He wanted to learn how 
to make knives, but he discovered 
there was more to blacksmithing.

“Some years ago, the average age 
of a blacksmith was in the 50s,” 
Ramey said. “Now, you can talk 
to just about any blacksmith and 
they will tell you what they’re do-
ing. They want to pass that knowl-
edge along.”

While he was creating a spoon, 
newcomer Curtis Chestnut of 
Pasadena asked Ramey questions 

to glean some of 
that knowledge.

“The first 
project is usu-

ally a poker or 
rake,” said Chest-

nut, who joined the 
guild in November 

2018. “There’s 
definitely a lot 
to learn. It’s 
fun beating it 
and shaping 
it to whatever 
you want.”

Crofton 
resident Rob 

Chesapeake Forge Blacksmith 
Guild Revives An Ancient Art

Above: Curtis Chestnut of Pasadena joined 
the guild in November 2018. His latest 
January project was making a spoon. 
Below: The blacksmiths at Kinder Farm Park 
use coal forges. Inset: Mark Ramey struck a 
piece of steel with a hammer on January 7.

VEER Is A Throwback 
To The Days Of 

Hook-Laden Hard Rock

By Zach Sparks 
zach@pasadenavoice.com

They may not be rich or 
famous but members 
of the hard rock band 

VEER are gaining notoriety in 
the Maryland music scene.

They released their 
12-track debut 
album “Apocalyptic, 
Baby” during a sold-
out show at the Met-
ropolitan Kitchen 
and Lounge in An-
napolis in December. 
They won Best Rock 
Artist at the Maryland 
Music Awards two 
weeks later. And along 
the way, they’ve opened 
for national acts like 
Puddle of Mudd, Sponge, 
Fuel, Eve to Adam and 40 
Below Summer.

All of this success has come 
in just two years. Bassist 
Christian Mathis, drummer 
Jon Malfi, vocalist and guitar 
player Ronald Malfi, and 
guitarist Ryan Fowler played 
their first set as VEER during 

the second annual Tattoos, 
Scars and Custom Guitars 
festival at Fish Head Cantina 
in Halethorpe in August 2016.

“If you ask our wives, it 
wasn’t the right time [to start 
a band],” joked Jon, 
who 

lives 
near his brother Ronald 

in Cape St. Claire. “We were 
out of the scene for 10 to 15 
years. With Tattoos, Scars and 
Custom Guitars, we wanted to 
pull something together.”

Ronald Malfi and Fowler 

Above: VEER was named Best Rock Artist at the Maryland 
Music Awards in December. Inset below: Jon Malfi’s wife, 
Cara, designed the cover for VEER’s debut album, “Apocalyptic, 
Baby,” which was released during a sold-out show at the 
Metropolitan Kitchen and Lounge in Annapolis on December 1.

 »Continued 
on A11

 »Continued on A13

Photo courtesy of David Snowden

By Audrey Ruppert

It’s that time of year 
again - where we list 
the top (and bottom) 

movie picks for 2018. 
While I did manage to see 
a whopping 50 films or so 
this year, I didn’t manage 
to see everything, so if I 
missed one of your favor-
ites, apologies!

Top Five Films
1. First Man, Drama
A touching, quiet 

biopic by Damien Cha-
zelle (“Whiplash,” “La La 
Land”) which tells the 
story of Neil Armstrong, 
the first man to walk 
on the moon. The film 
focuses on Armstrong’s 
private life and the tense 
family dynamic between 
Armstrong and his wife, 
portrayed by Claire Foy. 
This film reminds us of the 
human cost of innovation 
and progress.

2. Blakkklansman,  
Drama

Funny, poignant and 
powerful, this Spike Lee 

and Jordan Peele col-
laboration is surprisingly 
slick. It follows Ron Stall-
worth (John David Wash-
ington), Colorado Springs’ 
first black police officer, 
and his undercover sting 
operation to infiltrate the 
KKK with the help of his 
white, Jewish partner Flip 
(Adam Driver). “Blak-

kklansman” will make 
you laugh and think at the 
same time.

3. Hereditary, Horror
A truly terrifying tale, 

with a horrific message: 
the sins of past genera-
tions are hereditary, and 
you cannot escape the 
traumas passed down to 
you by your parents and 

grandparents. The film 
follows Annie Graham, 
a professional miniature 
sculptor, who makes 
model dolls and dollhous-
es for a living. By the end, 
we realize that Graham 
and her family never had 
any more power to dictate 
their lives than the dolls 

The Most Memorable Movies Of 2018

Photo courtesy of Paramount Pictures

One of the top movies of 2018 was “A Quiet Place,” which boasted a novel 
concept that seems to have spawned numerous spin-offs.
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Meet Jackson Dean

By Judy Tacyn

Ordinarily, an Anne 
Arundel County 
high school foot-

ball game wouldn’t attract 
worldwide attention, but 
on October 19, Arundel 
Wildcats defensive end 
Jackson Dean made sure 
his Senior Night was 
one that no one would 
soon forget.

With the visiting 
Chesapeake High School 
Cougars on the sidelines, 
and hundreds of fans on 
their feet in the Wildcats 
stadium, Dean strummed 
his guitar and belted out a 
unique country rendition 
of “The Star-Spangled 
Banner.” The video was 
posted to several social 
media sites and YouTube 
before it went viral, rack-
ing up millions of views.

Dean has been singing 
since he was young, and 
he performed in both 
elementary and middle 
school plays before audi-
tioning for NBC’s “The 
Voice” television comple-
tion when he was 14 years 
old. His band, Jackson 
Dean and the Outsiders, 
has produced two albums. 
“The Flood Zone” was re-

leased in 2015, and “Who 
We Are” followed in 2016. 
The group’s latest single, 
“Saturday Night,” was re-
leased in the fall of 2018.

“We’ve played all over 
the area, from West Vir-
ginia to Delaware,” said 
Dean, “at places like Rams 
Head, 9:30 Club and The 
Fillmore Silver Spring.”

Shortly after the Wild-
cats defeated the Cougars 
49-21 that night, propel-
ling them into the county 
playoffs, Dean received 
an invitation to join Steve 
Harvey in Los Angeles 
as a guest on the “Steve” 
TV show to perform his 
version of the national 

Photo courtesy of BChord

Arundel Wildcats 
defensive end Jackson 
Dean is also a country 
musician who has recorded 
two albums with his band.

Anne Arundel 
County Singer Rises 

To Fame After 
His Performance 

Goes Viral

By Judy Tacyn

C .S. Lewis’ Narnia — the 
fantasy land of talk-
ing animals, mythical 

creatures, a witch and a magi-
cal wardrobe — will come to 
life in the Children’s Theatre 
of Annapolis’ production of 
“The Lion, the Witch and the 
Wardrobe,” which runs from 
February 1 through 10.

“The Lion, the Witch and 
the Wardrobe” is a children’s 
story, first published in 1950, 
and is the first of seven novels 
in “The Chronicles of Narnia” 
series. Four English children 
discover a magic wardrobe 
can transport them to Narnia, 
where they soon learn they 
are to save Narnia from Jadis 
the White Witch, a ruler who 
has kept Narnia in perpetual 
winter for 100 years.

Although released in 1950, 
“The Lion, the Witch and the 
Wardrobe” is still relevant 
today because the story speaks 

to familiar themes of power, 
trust, family and belief. “Re-
gardless of the time setting, 
these motifs are timeless,” said 
Michelle Bruno, the play’s 
director. “They speak to the 
trappings of humanity.”

Actors ages 8 to 18 make 
up the cast and crew of the 
production. While that may 
seem like a wide range of ages, 
Bruno said the entire cast 
will benefit.

“The challenge in working 
with a wide range of ages is 
that there is a wide range of 
experience,” Bruno said. “But 
this is a good thing. If you 
are just starting out in the-
ater, or are younger, you have 
cast members to look up to, 
to emulate. Older cast mem-
bers have a chance to mentor 
and see their craft through 
newer eyes.”

Bruno calls the cast “bril-
liant,” and added that she 
continues to be inspired by 

CTA Transports Audiences To Narnia In 
“The Lion, The Witch And The Wardrobe”

Photo courtesy of Steve Buchanan Photography

Arden Tierney portrays the White Witch in 
CTA’s “The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe.”
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Hours Of Operation:
Mon. - Dinner 4:30-9:00

Tues. Wed. & Thurs. - Lunch 11:30-2:00 & Dinner 4:30-9:00
Fri. & Sat. - Lunch 11:30-2:00 & Dinner 4:30-10:00

Sun. - Dinner 4:30-9:00

Thanks To Homestead 
Gardens Additional 

Parking Is Available In 
Their Adjacent Lot 

513 Baltimore Annapolis Blvd, Severna Park, MD 21146   |   www.lapostapizzeria.com

Happy Hour 
Sunday To 
Wednesday 

4:30-7pm

Gift
Cards

Available

443-906-2840

New Banquet Room Now Open
Available For Corporate Events, Birthdays, 

Bridal/Baby Showers Or Any Special Occasion
Half Price 
Bottles Of 
Wine On 

Thursdays!

Book Your Valentine’s Day 
Reservations Now!

By Mary Cobbler

The first time I went to the 
Breakfast Shoppe, located 
in the Park Plaza shopping 
center at 552 Ritchie High-
way in Severna Park, I was 
amazed at how crowded 
the place was for 9:00am 
on a Wednesday. Folks were 
standing outside the door! 
A friendly greeter seated my 
dining companion and me at 
a tiny table. We later asked 
to be switched to a booth, 
but here’s the deal: Even if 
we stayed at that small table, 
it would have been worth it. 
It was the best breakfast I’ve 
ever had — worth the wait 
and worth the cost.

It’s a cozy restaurant, 
brightly colored with hang-
ing lights and a partial alu-
minum tile ceiling. Photos of 
classic kitchen tools line the 
walls, and decorated chicken 
and rooster figurines are 
perched on ledges. Patrons 
can sit at booths, round 
tables or at a breakfast bar.

Our waitress, Ashley, 
promptly arrived with cof-
fee. Throughout our meal, 
Ashley, along with other 
wait staff, was friendly and 
professional. Glancing 
around, I saw folks with 

huge servings of food, 
including giant pieces of 
French toast. I’d heard about 
the harvest pancakes and 
was anxious to try them (the 
Breakfast Shoppe offered 
them through December 31), 
but there were many other 
tempting offerings.

Ashley suggested the 
backpacker’s pie, so I picked 
that along with just one of 
the harvest pancakes. My 
dining companion chose the 
biscuits and sausage gravy.

Smiling servers brought 
the food quickly, and we 
laughed at the enormous 
servings. The backpacker’s 
pie, served in a cast-iron 
skillet, could have fed a 
couple of lumberjacks. It 
was a feast of eggs, ham, 
sausage, peppers, onions, 
potatoes, mushrooms, 
spinach and broccoli topped 
with a generous portion of 
melted cheddar jack cheese. 
Sizzling hot, it was a fan-
tastic mix of freshness, and 
the flavors exploded in my 
mouth. The meal came with 
a choice of biscuit, cornbread 
or croissant. It was so filling; 
I could eat only a quarter of 
it and took most of it home 
for my hubby.

I ordered one of the 

harvest pancakes to 
taste, and what a 
treat! These are 
made from a 
variety of 
flours and 
spices 
and 
freshly 
baked 
pump-
kin. 
It was 
a delight, 
but the icing 
on the cake 
was the topping: 
cinnamon whipped 
cream. The cream was not 
too sweet, just light, fluffy 
and perfect. Ashley sug-
gested using some of it in the 
coffee too, which I was quick 
to do, and I stirred it with 
the accompanying cinnamon 
stick. It was wonderful! I 
discovered later that these 
pancakes are legendary, and 
folks come from all around 
the state in the fall to get 
their pumpkin pancake fix.

My dining companion’s 
meal came with two sausage 
biscuits topped with gravy 
and two eggs, with another 
biscuit for dipping, and a side 
of home-fried potatoes. My 
companion is a senior citizen 

and 
regularly 
goes to breakfast, and to 
be honest, he didn’t expect 
much from the eggs because 
he always orders over-easy 
eggs and they arrive under-
cooked or fried hard. These, 
he pronounced perfect. The 
biscuits were fluffy, and the 
sausage gravy was savory and 
somehow didn’t even taste 
greasy. The potatoes weren’t 
greasy either. They were 
cooked through, so they were 
soft and pleasantly hot.

The food was flawless.
The cost of the entire meal 

was 
$49, but 

once again, 
that was actually 

with three meals and both 
of us took home doggie bags.

Since the pumpkin 
pancakes are now gone, I 
called a few days after the 
New Year to place a carryout 
order of the winter apple 
pancakes, which are made 
from three types of apples 
that simmer for hours and 
are blended with the house 
pancake recipe, cinnamon 
and brown sugar. It’s topped 
with about one-half cup 
of cooked apples, walnuts, 
apple chips, butter and 
powdered sugar. It’s a great 

com-
bination 
with tons of 
apple flavor, not 
too sweet, with a good 
bit of crunch. The only thing 
I’d add is whipped cream, 
which I’m sure I could have 
requested.

The Breakfast Shoppe also 
offers lunch with wraps, 
sandwiches and salads, and 
the restaurant caters. Order 
a waffle or omelet station! Be 
sure to check out the entire 
menu online.

This place has me hooked. 
It’s one of my top five restau-
rants in the area.

Dining Out
The Breakfast Shoppe Offers Flawless Food

Wheelwright self-started 
for a similar reason.

“You have something 
physical you can look at,” 
he said. “Whether it works 
or not, you have nobody 
to blame but yourself.”

As he bent metal to cre-
ate C hooks for his sis-
ter’s closet, Wheelwright 
explained that he was a 
blacksmith in Missouri 
before joining Chesapeake 
Forge in October 2017.

“I got ahold of some 
books, found some equip-
ment on Craigslist and 
self-started,” he said.

Wheelwright learned 
through trial and error 
that he had to keep his 
forge at the right tem-

perature and not let the 
metal overheat. Every 
blacksmith has indi-
vidual goals.

Forge welding, Ramey 
said, is a skill most of 
them covet. The pro-
cess joins two pieces of 
metal by heating them 
and then hammering 
them together.

“A lot of it is mental,” 

Ramey said of the forge-
welding process. “Just 
like anything else, you 
have to practice, practice, 
practice.”

Members practice making 
other objects too: letter 
openers, trammel hooks, 
candleholders and gar-
ter snakes of rebar. They 
read newsletters and tips 
provided by the Artist-
Blacksmith’s Association 
of North America and 
the Mid-Atlantic Smith’s 
Association.

The Chesapeake Forge 
Blacksmith Guild has more 
than 30 members, and they 
meet every Sunday from 
1:00pm to 4:00pm and ev-
ery Monday from 7:00pm 
to 10:00pm. Prospective 

members are asked to 
complete a safety course 
at Kinder Farm Park. For 
more information, visit 
www.chesapeakeforge.org.

Members are often will-

ing to help others, said 
Brandon Fortin, an Essex 
resident who in May will 
reach his second year as a 
member of the guild. Fortin 
makes necklaces and orna-

mental pieces, and he loves 
the idea of making new 
items from old materials.

“We’re the first re-
cyclers,” he said of 
blacksmiths.
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“Just like anything 
else, you have to 
practice, practice, 
practice.”

 — Mark Ramey, 
Chesapeake Forge 
Blacksmith Guild

 »Continued from A10

Chesapeake Forge Blacksmith Guild Revives An Ancient Art

Photo by Mary Cobbler

The backpacker’s pie 
at the Breakfast 

Shoppe was big 
enough to feed a 
lumberjack and 

served piping hot.
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Individual and Business tax planning and return preparation
Bookkeeping and payroll services available

Please call us for an appointment
410-544-3303

Keith M. Manning, CPA/PFS
Mark H. Kamins, CPA/PFS

645 Baltimore Annapolis Blvd., Suite 218, Severna Park, MD  21146
www.kandmcpa.com

LIGHTHOUSE FINANCIAL SERVICES, LLC
Investments and Insurance

Do you have a 401K to rollover?
Do you have questions regarding annuities?

Are you interested in a review of your investments?

         Please call us for an appointment

410-544-3303
Keith M. Manning
Mark H. Kamins

645 Baltimore Annapolis Blvd., Suite 218, Severna Park, MD  21146
www.lfsllc.com

SECURITIES AND INVESTMENT ADVISORY SERVICES THROUGH H. BECK, INC., 
Member FINRA, SIPC. Keith M. Manning and Mark H. Kamins are Registered 

Representatives of H. Beck, Inc., which is unaffiliated with Lighthouse Financial Services, LLC
H. Beck, Inc. does not provide accounting/tax services. Accounting and tax services are available 

through Kamins and Manning, P.C., which is unaffiliated with H. Beck, Inc.

Let Me Entertain You!

JANUARY 17 -  MARCH 17 

OPENING MARCH 21  

410-730-8311 TobysDinnerTheatre.com
Due to the nature of theatrical bookings, all shows and dates are subject to change.  •  Toby’s Dinner Theatre, Columbia, MD

she painted.
4. The Death of Stalin,                         

Black Comedy, Satire
Stalin and his cohort are 

reimagined as wisecrackers 
and buffoons with English 
and American accents; 
Steve Buscemi as Khrush-
chev is the real highlight. 
When Stalin dies, those 
around him (some more 
intelligent than others) 
must vie for power. The 
“reformer,” Kruschev must 
pit himself against the evil 
Beria, while tolerating the 
idiotic Molotov - Stalin’s 
formal replacement - and 
managing Stalin’s spoiled 
and unruly children. This 
is probably the funniest 
film of the year.

5. A Quiet 
Place, Thriller

“A Quiet Place” comes 
from a novel concept that 
seems to have spawned 
numerous spinoffs, like 
“Bird Box.” The monsters 
in this post-apocalyptic 
thriller are blind but have 
an excellent sense of 
hearing. Make a sound, 
and they will kill you. If 
you can get past the fact 
that the main character 
is that guy from “The 
Office,” this real-life 
husband-and-wife duo 

(John Krasinski, Emily 
Blunt) will have you on 
the edge of your seat and 
afraid to crunch your 
popcorn as they attempt 
to protect their family in 
complete silence.

Foreign Films You 
Have to See

These two foreign films 
were so powerful that I sim-
ply had to mention them. 
They are available with 
English subtitles.

1. Kler
“Kler” is Polish for clergy. 

This lineup of Polish A-
listers broke the Polish 
box office and sparked a 
national conversation about 
the abuses of the Catholic 
Church, which still holds 
tremendous power and 
influence in Poland. “Kler” 
follows three priests who 
span the hierarchy of the 
Catholic Church, from a 
senior official to a lowly lay 
priest, and exposes the cor-
ruption and abuse all three 
have participated in, but 
from a sympathetic per-
spective, which examines 
causes as well as effects. 
“Kler” is powerful and an 
absolute must-see.

2. Black 47
When asked by cin-

ema patrons what “Black 

47” was, I replied, “Irish 
‘Rambo’ set in 1847.” When 
an Irishman returns home 
from fighting an English 
war and finds his family 
dead and his countrymen 
abused and stripped of 
their identity, he embarks 
on a one-man mission to 
avenge his loved ones and 
kill everyone responsible. 
Pretty impressive consider-
ing all he had was a musket 
that must be reloaded after 
every shot. Half the film 
is in Gaelic with English 
subtitles, and the other half 
is in English.

Honorary Mentions
1. The Post
A poignant film for our 

time, “The Post” reminded 
us of the dire need for free 
speech and freedom of the 
press. The film focuses on 
the owner of the Wash-
ington Post (Meryl Streep) 
during the Nixon era and 
her firebrand editor (Tom 
Hanks) who face potential 
criminal indictment for 
revealing vital informa-
tion about the corrupt 
administration through 
the newspaper.

2. Sorry to Bother You
“Sorry to Bother You” is 

a wacky, off-the-wall take 
on racism and the evils of 

a society, which glorifies 
corporations. While the 
film lacks direction and 
coherence, there are gems 
of brilliance here hid-
den in the rough. Watch 
with an open mind (it is 
strange) and you might 
just enjoy it.

And finally…

Worst Films 
of the Year

“The Darkest Minds” 
and “Fifty Shades Freed” 
win my worst film of the 
year awards. The former 
is hopefully, but doubt-
fully, the last of a series 
of bland, young adult, 
post-apocalyptic drivel 
spawned in the already 
questionable wake of “The 
Hunger Games,” which 
makes little logical sense 
and is hardly compelling. 
The latter was watched 
with my boyfriend; we 
hoped this would be in 
the “so bad it’s funny” cat-
egory — it wasn’t. It was 
just bad. What happened 
to the “racy” (it was never 
even that racy) source 
material? It was a badly 
botched kidnapping dra-
ma that ends, terrifyingly, 
in a sociopath procreating 
with a brainless woman 
who lacks personality.

their professionalism and 
maturity in tackling the 
more adult themes.

“The kids have been 
exploring character devel-
opment and how literature 
can move from the mind 
to stage, from a book to 
a play,” Bruno said. “They 
have been encouraged to 
read or reread the novel, 
and then develop a back-
story around their charac-
ter that gives more detail 
than the story. This allows 
them to bring an authentic-
ity to their character work 
and play. Additionally, the 
actors have been exploring 
stage combat and the more 
physical aspects of acting.”

Audiences will be trans-
ported to a magical land 
through larger-than-life 
sets, beautiful costumes, 
and brilliant acting and 
storytelling. The play, 
Bruno said, is true to 
the story.

“The sets are lush, 
bold and dynamic. The 
costumes are beautiful, 
colorful and striking,” 
Bruno added. “The great 
thing about working at 
CTA is the volunteers. The 
expertise that we are able 
to draw from to produce 
and create our productions 
never fails to impress me.”

Arden Tierney, and 
Arnold resident and sopho-
more in the Performance 
and Visual Arts program 
at Annapolis High School, 
plays Queen Jadis, the 
White Witch. She’s been 
part of the Children’s The-
atre of Annapolis since she 
5 years old.

“I was really excited to 
audition for this play be-
cause I love non-musicals,” 
Tierney. said “Plus, I really 
love playing a villain. I was 
elated when I learned I got 
the part of Queen Jadis. 
She’s complex, and I really 
like her.”

Bruno said that a fantasy 
piece can be more compli-
cated than a normal play 
or even a musical.

“I think the hardest part 

of producing a fantasy 
piece is creating the realism 
within the fantasy world,” 
Bruno said. “There has to be 
some sort of tether to the 
audience to allow them to 
connect to the piece. Addi-
tionally, there is a creative 
license and fun aspect that 
one can have with fantasy, 
as it is a fantasy. It really 
is up to one’s imagination. 
But with a story as beloved 
as ‘The Lion, the Witch and 
the Wardrobe,’ there are 
elements that must remain 
and must be kept.”

Arnold resident Gabri-
elle Dean plays Susan, 
the second oldest of the 
Pevensie children. Dean is 
a sophomore in the Per-
formance and Visual Arts 
program at Annapolis High 
School; she’s been acting 
since she was 7 years old. 
She was excited to audition 
for this production be-
cause “The Lion, the Witch 
and the Wardrobe” was 
one of her favorite stories 
when she was younger.

“I auditioned because I 
really wanted to try out for 
a straight play rather than 
a musical,” Dean said. “The 
most exciting part of this 
story is all of the action 
and anticipation between 
the two sides.”

Dean hopes the audience 
will be thrilled with not 
only the heart-warming 
moments but also the 
action-packed moments.

“Everyone has been 
doing a fantastic job,” she 
said, “and I’m so grateful 
to be working with such a 
great cast.”

Bruno said she was an 
avid reader growing up, 
and C.S. Lewis was one of 
her favorite authors. “The 
lands and characters he 
created enchanted me,” 
she said. “To be able to put 
what I envisioned as I read 
his stories on to the stage 
has been nothing short of 
fantastic.”

For tickets to “The 
Lion, the Witch and the 
Wardrobe,” visit cta.tick-
etleap.com.

 »Continued from A10  »Continued from A10

“Lion, Witch, Wardrobe”Most Memorable Movies Of 2018

P.O. Box 608, Severna Park, MD 21146 | 410-647-9400
spvnews@severnaparkvoice.com | www.severnaparkvoice.com

 facebook.com/severnaparkvoice |  @SPVoice

Anne Arundel County

Bridal Guide
Coming February 6!

Would you like your business 
featured in this special edition?

Call 410-647-9400.
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had previously played in the 
band Nellie Blide while Jon 
was a member of Public Eye. 
The musicians then veered off 
in different directions. Ronald 
published more than 15 books, 
mostly in the horror genre. 
Jon started Freestate Custom 
Guitars. Both married and 
had kids. Fowler joined Kelly 
Bell Band, the Baltimore-
based blues outfit. When they 
reunited, Mathis was the final 
piece to forming VEER, an al-
ternative hard rock band with 
pop sensibilities.

“I was always into heavy 
music, heavy groove,” Jon 
said. “My music taste was me-
lodic choruses and hooky riffs. 
Ron is song oriented. He likes 
different key changes and 
chord progressions. I like the 
heavy stuff and he likes the 
lighter stuff. We have a good 
dichotomy together.”

Along with Jon, Mathis pro-
vides a steady groove. Fowler 
augments the band’s sound 
with catchy lead guitar and 
soaring solos. In an era where 
many rock bands have found 

mainstream success by trad-
ing in their guitars for synthe-
sizers, VEER has proven that 
there is still an audience for 
melodic hard rock.

“We just play what feels 
natural to us,” Jon said. “Ry-
an’s solos aren’t exaggerated. 
They’re not in there because 
he’s showing off but because 
they fit the song.”

While any band member 
can bring ideas to the group, 
Ronald writes the lyrics. With 
the band’s upbeat tempo, the 
casual listener may not realize 
the dark depths of his words.

“They’re not storytelling 
songs, about a girl who does a 
thing, but they’re nuanced to 
an issue,” Ronald said. “Some 
of the lyrics are about the 
failures of life, how people had 
drug addiction. You can just 
enjoy the song or you can de-
code the lyrics to hear what’s 
being said.”

The song about addiction 
is “Come Clean,” which VEER 
played during the Mary-
land Music Awards at Rams 
Head Live! on December 15. 
Sponsored by the Sheffield 

Institute for the Recording 
Arts, the Maryland Music 
Awards benefitted the Nicole 
Van Horn Foundation, which 
raises money to help termi-
nally sick children.

VEER won Best Rock Artist 
and was also nominated for 
Best Breakout Artist, which 
ultimately went to country 
singer-songwriter Jackson 
Dean. The final votes for each 
category were tallied by a pan-
el of judges with backgrounds 
in radio and music.

Competing for the title of 
Best Rock Artist against VEER 
were the bands Wise Eyes, 
The Rhythm Surf Monkeys, 
Relentless Souls, Thrillkiller 

and Vertigo Red.
“I was shocked we won,” 

Ronald said. “The fact that we 
have been a band for such a 
short time and that people in-
volved in the Maryland scene 
are so rich and creative, it is 
staggering to me.”

The group is garnering 
recognition domestically 
and abroad. Singles “Come 
Clean,” “Make You” and 
“Power Drive” have all 
reached the No. 1 spot on 
Australian indie charts.

Next, the musicians will 
perform on day one of the 
Frozen Harbor Music Festi-
val in Baltimore on February 
22. The time and date will be 

announced on the “Frozen 
Harbor Music Festival” 
Facebook page.

Frank Lewis, managing 
partner of One Koast Enter-
tainment, recruited VEER 
for the festival after see-
ing watching the band play 
“Come Clean” at the Mary-
land Music Awards.

“I can best describe VEER 
as ‘making stew,’” Lewis 
said. “The band’s makeup of 
four different members from 
other bands creates a sonic 
sound that takes me back to 
glory days of my generation 
aka the late ‘90s.”

VEER also parlayed its suc-
cess into another big-ticket 

concert, this time opening 
for Trapt at Fish Head Can-
tina on March 7 at 7:00pm. 
More details about that 
concert and “Apocalyptic, 
Baby” are available at www.
veerband.net.

While it hasn’t made them 
rich or famous, the atten-
tion has generated plenty 
of excitement for a group of 
guys that had given up on 
music stardom.

“It’s like being a rock star 
to the degree I’m allowed to 
be,” Jon said. “One day I’m at 
the Maryland Music Awards 
and the next day I’m chang-
ing diapers and painting the 
bathroom.”

Celebrating 15 Years in Business!

836 Ritchie Highway, Suite 15
Severna Park, Maryland 21146 

410.647.6421 | www.evescape.com

Follow us:    @emidiovincenzoescape for more details410-544-2476 380 Jumpers Hole Road
Severna Park, MD 21146

Maryland State Department of Education approved
curriculum for Nursery School and Kindergarten

Nursery School - Child Care - Pre-K - Before & After Care - Summer 

Kindergarten Full Day (Early Admission Option)
Talented & Gifted Programs

annual
open house

February 2 10am to 1pm
(snow Date February 9)

• Childcare Age 2
• Nursery School for Age 3

• Pre-K for Age 4
• Kindergarten for Age 5

• Before & After Care - Thru Age 7

Warfield & Darrah, P.C.
Attorneys at Law

Robert W. Warfield ~Paula J. Darrah

All Family Law Matters
Divorce ~ Property Division ~ Custody 

Alimony ~ Child Support
Protective Order Proceedings

Litigation Appeals
Contracts ~ Wills ~ Estates

479 Jumpers Hole Road, Suite 104
Severna Park, MD 21146 (410)544-1020

www.wmdlaw.com

WRIGHT ORTHODONTICS

Benjamin Wright, DMD, LLC
www.orthowright.com

Severna Park 410-544-0072 Chestertown 410-778-0702.

Happy New Year!
Thank you for a great 2018!

   www.orthowright.com • 410-544-0072

479 Jumpers Hole Rd., Suite 203 Severna Park, MD 21146

8 years
in a row!

anthem. The moving per-
formance inspired Harvey 
to declare, “I think we 
found ourselves a brand-
new country music star 
right here.”

“It’s been pretty crazy,” 
said Dean. “We certainly 
didn’t expect this kind of 
attention.”

Dean had already at-
tracted attention from 
the local music scene. He 
performed at the sec-
ond annual Strike Out 
Colorectal Cancer Concert 
supporting Fight CRC on 
November 18 at Severna 
Park Lanes. He was 
among the many talented 
artists featured at the 
Maryland Music Awards 
on December 15 at Rams 
Head Live!, but he was 
the first to step onstage 
to accept an award. Dean 

earned Maryland’s Best 
New Songwriter and Best 
Breakout Artist during 
the star-studded event.

Dean is kicking off the 
new year with several lo-
cal shows, including an al-
ready sold-out Rams Head 
concert, followed by a 
January 18 show at Dock-
side Restaurant & Sports 
Bar, located at 421 Deale 
Road in Tracy’s Landing.

Scheduling gigs will be 
much easier after his high 
school graduation in May. 
Dean said he and his band 
are filling the summer 
months with a tour that 
could span from Texas 
to Montana.

For a full list of Jack-
son Dean performances, 
to purchase merchandise 
or sign up for fan mail, 
visit www.jacksonde-
anmusic.com.

Ballet Theatre of Maryland 
(BTM) invites the public to 
attend its 40th-anniversary 
premiere of “Snow White” 
at Maryland Hall for the 
Creative Arts on February 
22 at 7:30pm, February 23 at 
7:00pm and February 24 at 
2:00pm in Annapolis.

The ballet brings to life 
a vivid fantasy tale with a 
wicked, powerful, vain queen; 
a beautiful, empathetic prin-
cess; dwarves fraught with 
humor; a bold and courageous 
prince; magic mirrors; and 
poisoned apples.

Snow White and her 
whimsical dwarves will take 
audiences on a journey of 
unexpected twists and turns 
filled with magic, suspense, 
humor, romance and intrigue 
in this retelling of the beloved 
Grimm fairytale.

“My goal,” said Artistic 

Director Dianna Cuatto, “is to 
infuse new life into this tale of 
‘Snow White’ by adding depth 
to the story and by creating 
some additional challenges 
for the characters to over-
come as they discover that 
real power exists only in true 
beauty, caring and love. I also 

want to capture enough of the 
elements that have delighted 
all ages in the past, while 
adding some new characters 
and plot twists of my own 
that can only be expressed 
best through the powerful 
language of dance.”

Emily Brennan stars as 

Snow White with Lindsey 
Hinchliffe as Wicked Queen 
Regina, Jackson Kettell as 
her courageous prince, and 
Stephaen Hood as the Hunts-
man, torn between his love 
for the queen and his duty to 
serve the greater good.

Surprise your valentine 
with tickets to “Snow White” 
and celebrate the 40th an-
niversary of BTM. Those 
who attend the performance 
on February 24 at 2:00pm 
will gain free admission to a 
princess tea party at 1:00pm. 
Come dressed as your favorite 
fairytale character or come 
dressed as you are. Snow 
White and the dwarves will 
be on hand for autographs 
along with great eats, treats 
and games for children. For 
tickets, go online at www.
marylandhall.org or call the 
box office at 410-280-5640.

Ballet Theatre Of Maryland To Present “Snow White”
 »Continued from A10
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VEER Is A Throwback To The Days Of Hook-Laden Hard Rock

Meet Jackson Dean
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www.GoDouglasRealty.com

410-255-3690 
A Full-Service Brokerage that’s Different By Design!   

  Visit www.GoDouglasRealty.com to search over 29,000 active listings and find your perfect home! 

 www.CoastlineMortgage.com

 888-838-0372 
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Looking for a career change? Look no further - call or visit to find out about our Real Estate Academy!

Different by Design

Your Premier Lending Team of Anne Arundel County

More Buying Power with a Coastline Verified Approval
Most mortgage companies issue a pre-approval letter. At Coastline we go a 

step further and issue a Verified Approval. With a Verified Approval, buyers are 
in a stronger position when shopping and competing for their new home.

Our Verified Approval program is based on a comprehensive 
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Experienced Loan Officers
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Brian Kocur
Executive Vice President

NMLS ID#170624
(c) 410-967-1699

Eric Davalos
NMLS ID#1216862
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The Coastline Guarantee
 �We Guarantee the Best Rate
 �We Guarantee the Best Service
 �We Guarantee the Best Communications
 �We Guarantee to Close on Time
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Broadneck senior 
guard Mike Cantrell 
has a unique shot in 

his arsenal.
It’s a running, one-

handed floater — it 
looks like a layup, but it 
comes from jump-shot 
territory. No coach would 
ever teach it.

But Cantrell is confident 
taking it, even when the 
game is on the line.

Cantrell’s patented floater 

from 17 feet away with 20 
seconds left gave his Bruins 
the breathing room they 
needed to finish a 38-35 
victory over Severna Park 
in front of a packed Friday-
night gym at Broadneck on 
January 11.

Logan Vican led the 
Bruins’ effort with 16 
points, 8 rebounds and 5 
blocks; Nick Gatton pulled 
down 10 rebounds; and 
Cantrell made 3 steals to 
go with 10 points, twice 
deploying his unguardable 
floater for baskets, none 

bigger than his last-minute 
basket that iced the rivalry 
victory for the Bruins.

“I just trust in my 
teammates,” said Cantrell. 
“It’s great, the crowd was 
awesome. I always enjoy 
these games.”

The game was enjoyable 
not just for the players but 
also for the students and 
families that packed the 
house and watched the 
Bruins and Falcons play 
neck-and-neck basketball 
right down to the wire.

Coming off a three-
point loss to Annapolis, 
Severna Park (2-9) was 
the presumed underdog 
against Broadneck (10-2), 
which came into the game 
undefeated in county 
play and averaging 61.2 
points per game.

But the Falcons held 
their own, relying on depth 
and defense to dictate 
pace. Right from the jump, 
Severna Park hounded 
the Bruins and slowed 
Broadneck’s otherwise 
run-and-gun offense. The 
Falcons didn’t score a field 
goal in the first quarter 
partially thanks to three 
blocks by the 6-foot-5 
Vican, but Severna Park’s 
Colin Wolfe was 4-for-4 
from the free throw line, 
and Orion Young added 
three free throws to keep 
the game close. Broadneck 
led 8-7 after one.

Ethan Mills gave the 
Falcons a 9-8 lead with 
a drive down the middle 
and a layup over the 
outstretched fingers of 
Vican to open the second 
quarter. Two baskets by 
Broadneck’s Che Colbert 
and one by Severna Park’s 

Broadneck Boys Edge SP 
For Rivalry Win, 38-35

Photo by Colin Murphy

Broadneck center Logan Vican scored a game-high 16 points 
in the Bruins’ 38-35 win over Severna Park. 

By Colin Murphy 
colin@severnaparkvoice.com

If the continuous, piercing 
screams of DEFENSE!-
defense!-DEFENSE!-

defense! from the Severna 
Park girls basketball bench 
weren’t enough, maybe the 
trio of first-quarter blocks 
by Lena McLaughlin, Julia 
Ryan and Rachel Spilker or 
the smothering help rota-
tions of Jess Albert, Kelsey 
Powers and Rachel Ward 
or the hellacious on-the-ball 
pressure of Cam Chew made 
the message clear: Broadneck 
was in for a long night.

The Falcons dropped 
a defensive bomb on 
the Bruins January 11, 
demolishing every Broadneck 
action and limiting the host 
Bruins to just three field 
goals in an overwhelming 50-
13 rivalry throttling.

Three days after holding 
Chesapeake to 30 points and 
winning ugly in a defensive 
battle against the Cougars, 
Severna Park was at it again 
with its defense, this time 
annihilating the Bruins to 
improve to 8-3 overall and 5-1 
in the county.

“I thought we had a really 
good game plan, and these 
girls do a great job preparing 
for teams,” said Falcons 
coach Kris Dean. “We’re 
not the best offensive team, 
so we’ve got to be good at 
something. We work defense 
to a T, every single day. We 
stop, we adjust what we need 
to, and there’s nothing with 
our defense that we don’t 
go over. These girls have 
bought in from the second 
we started this year, and we 
knew they would. We pride 
ourselves on defense, and 
these girls are working their 

butts off every day.”
As Dean noted, the Falcons 

have relied on defense 
throughout the season. 
Severna Park has allowed 
more than 40 points only 
once this winter and is 
yielding a paltry 27.8 points 
per game on average to the 
opposition in eight victories.

Nothing changed against 
Broadneck (4-5), except that 
the Falcons deployed their 
defense even better than 
they have all year. Blocks, 
steals, perimeter pressure 
and excellent rebounding 

in the first quarter allowed 
Severna Park to navigate 
through a so-so offensive 
start, and the Falcons led 
11-0 behind 6 first-quarter 
points by McLaughlin and 
buckets by Albert and Ward. 
McLaughlin found Hailey 
Betch with a nice inside 
pass out of the quarter break 
to make it 13-0 early in the 
second quarter; McLaughlin 
ended the game with a team-
high 12 points.

Chew entered the game 
late in the first period 

Park Girls Dominant In Defensive 
Blowout Of Broadneck, 50-13

Photo by Colin Murphy

Severna Park’s Lena McLaughlin got the inside step on 
Broadneck’s Molly Yeomans for two of her game-high 12 points. 

By Colin Murphy 
colin@severnaparkvoice.com

Broadneck forward Seth 
Culmore had to give 
Severna Park goalten-

der Ethan Meyer a dap.
Culmore’s breakaway look 

at goal was a screaming slap 
shot destined for the top 
corner of the net, but Meyer, 
like a hawk spearing its prey, 
snared it cleanly in out of 
mid-air, protecting Severna 
Park’s 1-0 lead in the 
second period and eliciting 
a respectful glove-to-glove 
pound from Culmore — nice 

save, man.
Meyer and the Severna 

Park defense frustrated 
Broadneck several more 
times before game’s end, 
including throughout a 
close third period, to lift 
the Falcons to a 2-1 win over 
the Bruins in rivalry-on-ice 
action at Navy’s McMullen 
Hockey Arena on January 4.

The victory was Severna 
Park’s first over Broadneck 
since 2012 and moved the 
Falcons to 5-1-1 in Maryland 
Student Hockey League play.

Goals by Falcon freshmen 
Josh Testerman and 

John Clements helped 
make a winner of Severna 
Park and Meyer, who made 
13 saves and anchored a 
stout defensive game for 
the Falcons.

Severna Park senior 
captain Alex Garcia-
Phelan has taken his lumps 
from Broadneck and was 
hungry for a Falcon win in 
the rivalry.

“We’re breaking the curse 
right here,” said Garcia-
Phelan. “[Broadneck] has 
been consistently good. 
They have, every year. So 
it really says something to 

pull through this year and 
take the win.”

With the stands packed 
full of students from both 
schools — more on that 
later — Severna Park got off 
to a propitious start against 
the rival they hadn’t beaten 
since the seniors were 12. 
Just four minutes into the 
game, Testerman intercepted 
a Broadneck pass near his 
own blue line, blazed down 
the ice and fired a wicked 
wrister over the stick 
shoulder of Broadneck goalie 
Chris Lowe. Top-shelf 
snipe. 1-0.

“I just started skating, 
realized I had an opening 
and took the shot,” said 
Testerman. “I wasn’t 
expecting it go in, just 
wanted to get a shot off to 
get it started.”

He got it started. From 
there, the teams battled 
fairly evenly for the 
remainder of the period and 
into the second. The defenses 
allowed limited chances, 
and Meyer and Lowe traded 
dazzling saves. Lowe made 
5 saves in the first period, 
once sprinting way out of 
the crease and diving to blow 

up a breakaway chance for 
Severna Park’s Aidan Byrd, 
and 7 more in the second, 
including a pair of nice 
glove saves and an excellent 
deflection stick save. Lowe 
finished with 14 saves.

After Meyer’s robbery on 
Culmore, he repeated the 
feat moments later, gloving 
another breakaway slapshot 
by Broadneck’s Colin 
Bright. Severna Park’s fans 
were cheering in delight 
as the Falcons closed the 
second period up 1-0.

Just 30 seconds into the 

Severna Park Tops Broadneck In Ice Rivalry, 2-1

Photos by Colin Murphy

Severna Park ice hockey hadn’t beaten Broadneck since the 2012 season, but an influx of young talent and a veteran core helped the Falcons to a 2-1 rivalry win on January 4.
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JingYing.org   410-431-5200

*New students only       Expires 2/11/2019

Kick Start Special!*

Kung Fu & Tai Chi

Only $30 for 30 days of
UNLIMITED Classes

1195 Baltimore Annapolis Blvd #6, Arnold, MD 21012
Intersection of B&A Blvd. and Old County Rd

Winner:
Best Martial Arts
Best Kids Party 

Jan. 16 (10:30am): Severna Park Community Center
Jan. 17 (7:30am):  Jing Ying Institute

Free “Tea & Tai Chi” Classes

Enjoy a cup of premium tea while learning about 
the benefits of tai chi and trying some basic moves.

410-647-8000 | 410-440-0824-Cell

Like me on Facebook

To view my resume and thousands of homes, visit my website:

www.FrankTaglienti.com

My RESULTS speak for themselves!
NO TEAMS, NO GROUPS - JUST

ONE-ON-ONE, PERSONAL SERVICE! 
When you hire me, you get ME! You aren’t “assigned” to a 
team or group member! With over 31 years of experience,

I pride myself on personally meeting the needs of each client; 
from the first time we meet, all the way to settlement! Buyers 

and Sellers appreciate my negotiating skills, strategic marketing 
approach, personalized service and strong work ethic.

If you are considering Buying or Selling, “Talk 2 Tag”!

Severna Park-Fair Oaks
Updated and remodeled! Fea 5 bdr. 3.5 newly remodeled 
and updated baths. Remodeled kit with quartz tops, 
cherry cab and SS appliances. Main lev library/5th BR. 
Fam rm with FP. Sun room. Huge lower lev w/ BA, club 
rm and media/off. rm. Plus newer siding, windows and 
carpet! Extensive comm amenities.

so
ld

in 1 day 

Severna Park-Chartridge
Immaculate home fea 4bdr. Pristine home fea 
updated kit w/ slider to sunroom. Spacious 
fam rm w/ classic brick FP and slider to patio. 
Comm w/ pool, b-ball, pond, open space!

so
ld

in 1 day 

Annapolis
Move right in! Gorgeous home w/ updated kit. Fea 
granite tops and upgraded cabinets. Updated master and 
hall baths! Walk out lower lev has clubroom w/ FP, bath 
& office! New flooring.  Decks overlook a manicured 
yard with walk ways and patio!

so
ld

 in
 7 days

Severna Park-Stewart’s Landing
Impeccable home features remodeled, eat-in kit w/ quartz 
counters, SS app. & an island! Expanded FR has vaulted 
ceilings, a gas FP and hardwd flrs! Large, remodeled MBR 
w/ walk-in closet & tons of storage. MBA w/ oversize shower 
& double sink vanity. LL has a BR, rec room, exercise area + 
full BA! Plus 2 tier deck overlooking pool & hot tub!

so
ld

 in
 8 days

Conveniently loCated at:
3306 Mountain Road
Pasadena, MD

Mountain Rd
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Visit our website to see our work! FrankandBills.com

CaR aCCiDent?
turn to Frank & Bill’s to take care 

of your auto repair needs!

Please Recycle This Newspaper

Don’t forget to recycle all of the paper, plastic, metal and glass in your home.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Visit www.aacounty.org/departments/public-works/waste-management or

call Waste Management Services at 410-222-6100.

RECYCLING CENTERS

Open Monday - Saturday (8AM - 4PM) except holidays.

NORTHERN
100 Dover Rd.

Glen Burnie, MD 21060
5400 Nutwell Sudley Rd.

Deale, MD 20751

SOUTHERN
389 Burns Crossing Rd.

Severn, MD 21144

CENTRAL

ANNE
ARUNDEL
COUNTY

M A R Y L A N D

 

 

Department  of  Public  Works

Get rid of the tree when it begins dropping needles. Dried-out trees are a fire danger and should not be 

left in the home or garage, or placed outside against the home. RECYCLE it curbside or at a recycling 

center.

Tree SAFETY from the National Fire Protection Association

www.nfpa.org/public-education/by-topic/wildfire-and-seasonal-fires/winter-holiday-safety/christmas-tree-fires

Natural Christmas trees are yard waste.

They are chipped into mulch, a valuable soil covering.

Please remove tree stands, bags, metal ornament hangers, 

and decorations, including lights, tinsel and garland. Large trees 

should be cut in half so that they can fit into the recycling truck.

Natural Christmas trees will be collected on your collection day.

Put your Christmas tree at the curb before 6AM on your collection day, or

bring your tree and any other yard waste to one of our recycling centers.

Voice Tree Recycling Ad JAN 2019.indd   1 11/27/2018   11:28:26 AM

By Colin Murphy 
colin@severnaparkvoice.com

It’s always an interesting 
test for a private school to 
go up against one of the 
local public high schools, 
and the Indian Creek 
girls basketball team had 
a chance to see how it 
measured up against a 
4A rival when it visited 
Broadneck on December 17.

The Eagles were up 
to the task.

Indian Creek turned 
what was a tight contest 
at halftime into a runaway 
victory, defeating the 
Bruins 48-32. Maddy 
Evans’ game-high 22 
points led the effort for 
Indian Creek, which 
improved to 7-1 overall on 
the season.

Playing its fourth game 
in eight days, Indian 
Creek used a smothering 
zone defense to ignite 
fast-break offense and 
come away with its third 
consecutive victory.

“I feel like we’re really 
clicking right now,” 
said Indian Creek first-
year head coach Ciaran 
Lesikar, who took over 
the program this season 
following the departure 
of longtime Indian Creek 
athletic director Jamie 
Cook, who took the same 
position at Bladensburg 

High School. “We have a 
lot of experience. It took 
us a little while to get the 
new system in, but the 
thing is, they love to play 
defense. You can see it — 
they love it. Every game 
the defensive rotations get 
better, and they’re able to 
focus. We had to focus on 
a few specific players, and 
this is probably the best 
we’ve done in picking up 
and trying to find those 
shooters in the action. 
Then, trying to push 
the ball up.”

Creek led 17-16 after the 
first quarter behind four 
points by senior center 
Delaney Dignam, four 
points by sophomore 
Meghan Bunker and nine 
by Evans. In the second 
quarter Janeiyah Cajudoy 
drived and kicked to 
Evans for a 3-pointer, and 
sophomore Kaya Lesikar 
had an offensive rebound 
and put-back to stretch the 
Indian Creek lead to 27-22 
by halftime.

The Eagles took off to 
start the third quarter. 
They smothered Broadneck 
with a fast-rotating zone 
defense, and Evans and 
Bunker leaked out for 
easy fast-break points off 
turnovers and rebounds. 
Senior Paige Wells 
swished two corner 3’s 
in the period, and senior 

guard Kara Matthews 
found Evans slashing 
to the hoop for another 
layup. A late 3-pointer by 
Broadneck senior Claire 
Flynn provided some 
pushback, but Indian Creek 

led 37-28 after three.
Buckets by Lesikar, 

Cajudoy and Evans in the 
fourth complemented 
more strong Indian Creek 
defense as the Eagles held 
Broadneck to just four 

points in the period — 
just 10 total in the second 
half — to close out the 
48-32 win.

“We were really coming 
out here wanting a win,” 
said Evans. “It’s always 
cool to beat a public school, 
because we’re a smaller 
school, especially after last 
year.” Evans’ Eagles lost 
to Broadneck in last year’s 
matchup after beating the 
Bruins in the 2016-2017 
season as a sophomore.

Broadneck senior Tylia 
Washington led the 
Bruins with 12 points, 
while Flynn and Nicole 
Hagopian scored 6 each.

For Indian Creek, the 
win was the latest in a 
strong start to the season. 
The Eagles play in the 
Interscholastic Athletic 
Association of Maryland 
C Conference but have 
two wins over IAAM B 
Conference teams, having 
defeated both Severn and 
Annapolis Area Christian 
School; the win over AACS 
came in the championship 
game of AACS’ home 
tournament. The Eagles 
lost to B Conference 
contender Mount de Sales, 
but they also defeated C 
Conference rival Catholic, 
and they have confidence 
in contending for the 
conference championship 
this year.

Evans helped Indian 
Creek win an IAAM C 
Conference championship 
as a sophomore, and she 
eclipsed the 1,000-point 
mark for her career in the 
Eagles’ 50-24 win over 
Catholic on December 14.

“We’ve really been 
working on communicating 
and meshing as a team, 
especially with our 
defense,” Evans said. 
“Then, we just really work 
on our passing.”

The Eagles only go 10 
deep on the roster, so 
durability and conditioning 
will play a role by season’s 
end. Still, with quality 
wins in the bank and 
tough opponents still 
on the schedule, coach 
Lesikar is happy with the 
Eagles’ progress.

“I know there are a lot 
of good teams,” he said. 
“I’m happy with where we 
are right now. We have a 
couple players in Maddy 
and Meghan who are both 
just slashers, and they 
love to get out and run, 
they’re long and fast, and 
the other girls are getting 
it out quick. We have had 
four games in eight days 
— Monday, Wednesday, 
Friday, then Monday again 
— and for them to come 
out and play with that kind 
of energy, I couldn’t ask for 
anything more.”

Indian Creek Girls Defeat Broadneck, Set Sights On  IAAM C 

Photo by Colin Murphy

Indian Creek’s Meghan Bunker pushed the fast break against 
the defense of Broadneck’s Devon McCue as the Eagles 
notched an out-of-conference win over the Bruins on Dec. 17.
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Providing Legal Services To 
Condominiums, Community 
Associations, and Cooperatives 
Throughout Maryland and 
the District of Columbia

Our Services Include: Education and Training, 
Document Creation and Amendment, Government 
and Legal Opinions, Dispute Resolution and Covenant 
Enforcement Litigation, Developer Issues and General 
Litigation, Insurance and Contracts, and Collections

485 Ritchie Highway, #203-D
Severna Park, Maryland 21146
bfellner@flslawyer.com
443-906-0117
www.FLSlawyer.com

One Stop Shopping: Countertop 
Fabircation, Installation and Cabinets

Call US for free 
estimate today!

410-216-3448
www.arkadiasurfaces.com

Arkadia Surfaces
1981 Moreland Pkwy 
Building 4A, Bay 2
Annapolis, MD 21401

1981 Moreland Pkwy, Building 4A, Bay 2, Annapolis, MD 21401  |  410-216-3448 1981 Moreland Pkwy, Building 4A, Bay 2, Annapolis, MD 21401  |  410-216-3448

$250 off
any countertop purchase

45% off
custom cabinets
Offer valid with countertop purchase and for certain cabinet lines. 
Cannot be combined with other offers/discounts. Offer expires 01/31/2019.

Cannot be combined with other offers/discounts. Offer expires 01/31/2019.

and agitated Broadneck’s 
ball handlers, coming up 
with two steals and two 
deflections. In the second 
quarter, Chew swished a 
3-pointer and fed Betch 
inside for another basket to 
give Severna Park a 20-1 lead.

Both reserves, Betch 
finished with 9 points and 
Chew scored 8. Chew gave 
insight on her fundamentals 
when asked about the 
team’s defense.

“All you gotta do is sit 
down, get low and make 
sure you slide your feet to 
be able to stop them,” said 
Chew, a junior who recently 
committed verbally to play 
lacrosse at Loyola. “We’ve 
got to make sure we’re in 
help, first slide, second 
slide, hedging, so everyone 
on defense has a job even 
when they’re far away from 
the ball, they’re always in 
help making sure they’re 
looking and ready to help. I 
feel like this was a team win. 
Everyone on the bench got 
in, and it’s always great to 
beat Broadneck.”

Severna Park’s offense 
was galvanized by its D, 
as the Falcons moved the 
ball crisply to get open 
shots in the second and 
third quarters.

“We recognized that they 
were pressuring early in the 
game, and we used that to 
our advantage,” said Spilker. 
“We had some height on 
them, and it worked out. We 
moved the ball really well, 
and it came together for us 
playing as a team.”

Trailing 24-3 at half, 
Broadneck didn’t record a 
field goal until the third 
quarter, when freshman 
Nicole Hagopian hit a 
3-pointer. In the Bruins’ 
victory over Southern a week 

prior, Hagopian hit eight 
3-pointers and scored 28 
points, but she was limited 
to only 3 against the Falcons. 
Ty Washington scored 4 
points for Broadneck; Devon 
McCue, Nellie Gownley 
and Caleigh Fletcher had 2 
points apiece.

With a sizable lead, the 
Falcon reserves got minutes 
in the second half, and the 
starters delighted to see 
senior Campbell Kline 
drive and finish for a bucket 
and the foul. Kline finished 
with 6 points, and Powers 
scored 4, both getting all 
their points in the second 
half. Kaila Stasuli, Delaney 
Ott, Lilly Knapp, Michaela 
Schnidler and Maddy 
Gillin all got minutes 
in the win.

As one of the first players 
off the bench, Powers 
spoke proudly of the 
Falcon reserves. Severna 
Park’s bench was chanting 
constantly throughout the 
game, particularly in the 
first half, when the Falcons’ 
shrill stream of incessant 
cheers was bearing down on 
Broadneck’s offensive end of 
the floor.

“It’s a big part of our team 
and a big part of what we do,” 
said Powers. “They’re always 
awesome, the bench, they’re 
always very supportive, 
always cheering, always 
loud. We’ll be down or an 
individual will be down, and 
you hear the bench, and you 
get hyped up. It’s a big part of 
what we do.”

She said the Falcons 
have a goal for their 
emerging identity.

“We are trying to be the 
best defensive team in the 
county,” said Powers. “That’s 
our goal. Our coaches always 
talk about it. Defense is really 
where you win the game.”

Severna Park Girls Dominant In Defensive Blowout Of Broadneck, 50-13
 »Continued from B1

GET IN THE GAME WITH A  

Interest rate increase only applies to Tier 1 balances $0.01 to $2,500.00 during the regular PRO football season and playoffs . Tier 2 
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ACCOUNT 

Earn a special interest rate during the 2018 Baltimore Football season. 

Each time Baltimore scores a passing touchdown, the interest rate increases by .20%.  
That means for 5 passing touchdowns the interest rate will increase  1.00%.   

Open online at ArundelFederal.com or visit a branch today! 
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Cam Chew (3), Jess Albert 
(25), Rachel Ward (12), 
Michaela Schindler (20) and 
the Severna Park girls 
basketball team overpowered 
Broadneck on January 11.
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third period, Clements 
made a spectacular play 
for another Severna Park 
goal. A shot by the Falcons’ 
Henry Testerman was 
sent in front of net, where 
it deflected and popped 
straight into the air. 
Clements leaped off the ice, 
gloved the puck over his 
head, plopped it down on 
the ice and slapped it into 
the net for a 2-0 Severna 
Park lead. Chants of, “‘He’s 
a FRESHman,’ clap clap, clap-
clap-clap” rained down from 
the Falcon student section.

Under heavy Broadneck 
pressure, the Falcons 
preserved their lead with a 
pair of great defensive plays 
in the third period. Marcus 
Good was dispossessed of 
his stick in his defensive 
third, but he still disrupted 

the Bruins’ attack enough 
to soccer the puck out of the 
zone. Moments later, a Bruin 
shot trickled underneath 
Meyer, but Stephen Oxley 
dived to clear the puck off 
the goal line with his stick, 
the play of the game to keep 
Severna Park ahead 2-0.

The Bruins made it 
interesting in the closing 
minutes. Graham Cohen 
scored for the Bruins off a 
pass from Robert Roth to 
ruin the shutout and put 
the heat on the Falcons. 
Broadneck pulled Lowe for 
the final 100 seconds, but 
their all-out assault didn’t 
result in an equalizing 
goal as Severna Park’s 
defense held.

“I think our team overall 
played really well, a whole 
lot of chemistry with our 
offense and defense,” said 

Meyer. “In the last minute 
when it was really intense, 
the team really came 
through in the clutch.”

Broadneck has dominated 
the rivalry in recent years. 
Severna Park last defeated 
Broadneck in 2012, and the 
teams tied 5-5 in 2013, the 
season the Falcons went 
on to win the 1A state 
championship. Broadneck 
has taken every matchup 
since, until this year.

“It was a typical Severna 
Park-Broadneck game,” 
said Bruins coach Brendan 
Curley. “It was very intense 
and physical on both sides, 
good physical game, and I 
thought the difference was, 
their goaltender played 
amazing … They played well 
defensively, and I thought 
we did as well. We had our 
chances at the end to tie it, 

and he closed the door. … 
Hopefully we can see them 
again [in the playoffs]. We 
always enjoy playing them. 
We played them pretty 
solid, and they’re a good, 
physical team.”

At 4-4-1, the Bruins still 
sit in third place in the 
11-team MSHL Eastern 
Conference, still with 
hopes for the playoffs and 
with many of their players 
having standout seasons. 
Roth (9 points), Bright 
(9), Culmore (7), Nathan 
Lime (5), James Terry (5), 
Brittney Collette (4), Ian 
McManus (3), Cohen (3), 
Caitlyn Dahut, Michael 
Bondsignore, Stephanie 
Collette, Jack Costello and 
Matthew Bonsignore have 
all contributed offensively.

But this year’s matchup — 
and the season thus far — 
have Severna Park’s prints 
all over them. The Falcons’ 
win pushed them to the top 
of the conference, and a mix 
of upperclassmen leaders 
and talented underclassmen 
has the Falcons poised for a 
playoff run.

Henry Testerman leads 
the team with 12 points on 5 
goals and 7 assists, and Josh 
Testerman is right behind 
with 9 points on 4 goals and 
5 assists. Byrd (7 points), 

Ben Hunt (6), Durham 
Butcher (6), Clements (4), 
Thomas Kondracki (3), 
Daniel Seeman (2), Logan 
VanMetre (2), Garcia-
Phelan, Oxley, Connor 
McGrath, Good, Leah St. 
Lawrence and Michael 
Wiley have all registered 
offensive contributions. Nic 
Howland has alternated 
goaltending duties with 
Meyer and excelled.

Assistant coach Joe 
Meyer was happy with 
the Falcons’ performance 
against Broadneck.

“They played as a team, 
and that’s why they won the 
game,” said coach Meyer. 
“Playing smart hockey, 
passing the puck and getting 
shots on net. … Everybody 
played great, and it’s a 
great win for us. It’s been a 
long time coming [beating 
Broadneck].”

Hunt, a junior captain, 
appreciated the support of 
the Severna Park students, 
who arrived in full carloads 
and outnumbered the Bruins 
in the stands, making for a 
great atmosphere and giving 
the Falcons an advantage.

“That was awesome,” 
said Hunt. “We got the 
publicity we wanted, we got 
everyone to come in, we were 
spreading the word.”

He said the personnel 
pieces fit well on the ice this 
year, an improvement over 
previous seasons.

“This is the first time in 
a while we’ve got a team 
that can play really well as 
a team,” said Hunt. “The 
past couple years we’ve been 
picking up better players 
each year. This year our 
freshmen our very good, 
and it’s nice to have good 
prospects and more depth.”

Garcia-Phelan said the 
program is in good shape 
this year and beyond.

“The team is going to keep 
building as the years go on,” 
he said. “Having those good 
freshmen as a solid base 
is going to keep moving it 
forward, and they’re going to 
keep being good.”

With playoffs approaching, 
Josh Testerman, one of 
those talented freshmen, 
said this year’s team 
feels great about how 
they’re playing.

“We’ve got good 
chemistry,” Testerman said. 
“We’re here, we’re kind of 
a brotherhood if you think 
about it, we’re all showing 
up to practice and working 
hard, and we’re getting it 
done. We’re passing it and 
moving the puck amazingly, 
and it works out for us.”

Severna Park Tops 
Broadneck In Ice Rivalry, 2-1

 »Continued from B1

BULLDOG BIKES and FLOATS 
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Equipment is Here!  
405 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146 
410-544-6453 www.bulldogbikesandfloats.com  

Need a STICK?                       Call us QUICK! 

Your Lacrosse Headquarters! Your ONLY LOCALLY OWNED place for Field Hockey and LAX Sticks & Equipment

405 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
410-544-6453 | www.bulldogbikesandfloats.com

Equipment is HERE!! Check us out today!

Photos by Colin Murphy

Josh Testerman (left) fired this slap shot for the game’s opening score, Ethan Meyer (right) had 13 saves to help seal the victory, and a full Severna Park student section enjoyed a rivalry win.

P.O. Box 608
Severna Park, MD 21146
410-647-9400

spvnews@severnaparkvoice.com
www.severnaparkvoice.com/sports
colin@severnaparkvoice.com

 facebook.com/severnaparkvoice
 @SPVoice
 @SPVoiceSports

Send uS your SportS newS!
Keep us posted on your teams and enjoy coverage of your youth athletes  

in our pages. Submit sports news by emailing Colin Murphy at  
colin@severnaparkvoice.com. Connect with us on Twitter @SPVoiceSports. 
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Minimum balance required to open and obtain the APY is $10,000.00. Rates assume principal and interest remain 
on deposit until maturity. Substantial penalty imposed for early withdrawal. Fees may reduce the earnings on the 
account. Contact a BofGB representative for more details. FDIC insured up to applicable limits. 

®

Glen Burnie   |  Crownsville  |  Linthicum  |  New Cut |  Odenton  |  Riviera Beach  |  Severn  |  Severna Park

BofGB.com 
410-766-3300

2.20%
APY*

LIMITED TIME OFFER 

14-MONTH 
CD SPECIAL

$10,000.00
Minimum
 Opening 
Deposit

Call or
Visit 

a BofGB 
Branch

for Details

By Colin Murphy 
colin@severnaparkvoice.com

The Broadneck wrestling 
team made swift work of 
rival host Severna Park on 
December 20 as the Bruins 
jumped out to a big early 
lead, stacked up victories 
and ran away with a 56-19 
victory over the Falcons to 
move to 6-0 on the season.

Broadneck coach Reid 
Bloomfield praised the 
execution of his lineup, 
which dominated the 
majority of the matches and 
didn’t relent throughout a 
convincing team win.

“I was very happy,” said 
Bloomfield. “We were super 
aggressive on our feet. 
That’s what we preach in the 
room, that’s the position we 
want to dominate, and we 
did that.”

The night started with 
the 106-pounders, and the 
Bruins’ Will Donahoe 
needed only 59 seconds to 
pin Severna Park’s Andrew 
Truell and give Broadneck 
a 6-0 lead.

With injuries sidelining 
Severna Park’s 113 and 120 
starters (Jack Chadwick 
and freshman Ty Daniels, 
respectively), the Falcons 
had to forfeit consecutive 
weight classes, and 
Broadneck’s lead was 18-0 
within minutes of the dual 
meet starting.

The Bruins pushed the 
lead to 24-0 behind Jacob 
Miller, who pinned Severna 
Park’s Ryan Campbell in 
51 seconds at 126.

Matthew Thompson 
painstakingly plugged 
the bleeding for Severna 
Park at 132, grinding 
down Broadneck’s Aidan 
Stewart to win an 11-1 
decision in a grueling three 
rounds, and the Falcons 
were on the board, trailing 
24-4. Even then, the victory 
was small; Stewart did 
well to fight off getting 
pinned, wrestling through 
a battered nose and two 
blood timeouts to make it 
the full six minutes and 
surrender only a four-point 
major decision.

The 138 matchup featured 
two of the county’s top 
contenders in Severna 
Park’s Colin Shadowens 
and Broadneck’s Nick 
Schardt. Schardt led 2-0 
after the first round, 8-2 
after the second and 17-4 
when he pinned Shadowens 
late in the third round to 
give Broadneck a 30-4 lead.

“Before my match, I just 
told myself to go out and 
keep moving in neutral,” 
said Schardt. “I’m trying 
to work on my neutral a 
lot more this year, so I just 
kept thinking about my 

movement and setting up 
angles for takedowns.”

Schardt is a perfect 13-0 
this season, and Bloomfield 
said he should figure into 
state contention.

“Nick is a top-ranked 
kid in the state, and he’s 
believing it, and it’s starting 
to show,” said Bloomfield.

At 145, Broadneck’s 
Michael Garlington 
kept the rout going with a 
21-5 tech fall victory over 
Severna Park’s Collin 
Ryan. After Broadneck’s 
Dylan Rupert pinned 
Severna Park’s Jimmy 
Hopper in the first 
round of the 152 match, 
the Bruins led 41-4. At 
160, Broadneck’s Kyle 
Keller took 59 seconds 
to pin Severna Park’s 
Keith Powell to make 
it a 47-4 Bruin lead. 
Giavon Meiklejohn led 
Severna Park’s Matthew 
Haskell 6-0 early in the 
second round when he 
pinned Haskell to win 
the 170 matchup and give 
Broadneck a 53-4 lead.

Ron Schilpp 
momentarily slowed 
Broadneck’s steamrolling 
in the 182 match. Schilpp 
secured a first-round 
pin on Broadneck’s A.J. 
Maltese at 182 to make the 
score 53-10.

Severna Park banked 
three hard-earned points 
at 195 on the strength of 
Carson Gotimer, who 
slogged through three 
rounds of 0-0 wrestling 
with Broadneck’s Aiden 
Doyle before winning a 
2-0 minor decision with 
an overtime takedown of 
Doyle. Broadneck led 53-13.

At 220, Vinny Facciponti 
got Broadneck back scoring 
with a well-fought 8-2 
decision over Severna Park’s 
Ty Broadway to give the 
Bruins a 56-13 lead.

Facciponti is the faceoff 
man for the Bruins’ lacrosse 
team and said the interplay 
between the two sports has 
helped him in both.

“[Wrestling] helps 
[faceoff] a lot,” said 
Facciponti. “It helps with 
your balance. It’s a big 
thing. I’ve been wrestling 
and playing lacrosse since 
I was 5. I’ve always been 
a faceoff kid. What really 
started it was wrestling to 
give me that balance and 
hand-eye coordination, and 
also the stamina.”

More importantly, 
Facciponti moved to 13-0 on 
the season in helping the 
Bruins stay unbeaten.

“As a team, we wrestled 
really good tonight,” he 
said. “We had a tough 
one on Tuesday against 
Southern which we ended 

up winning, so this one was 
good to come in and win 
and punish our rivals.”

In the heavyweight 
match, Severna Park’s 
Conor Bowes led 5-1 in 
the second round when he 
caught Broadneck’s Luke 
Del Rosario for a pin to 
end the dual, get six more 
points for the Falcons and 
wrap up the meet with the 
final score of Broadneck 56, 
Severna Park 19.

“It was a little different 
as a match because that 
kid was a lot lighter as a 
heavyweight, so I had to 
chase him around a little 
bit,” said Bowes, who 
improved to 11-1 on the 
season. “He got in on shots 
pretty quick, but in the end 
I [pinned him].”

For the Falcons (3-3), 
a return to health and 
increased practice time 
in the new year bode well 
for an upward surge in the 

county standings.
“The beginning of the 

season has been a meat-
grinder for us, but it’s a 
process,” said first-year 
head coach Trevor Bryden. 
“The second half of the 
season opens up for us. 
We’re going to have long 
stretches where we’re 
going to be able to practice, 
and that’s when we’ll see 
some growth.”

There are reasons for 
optimism: Broadway placed 
first overall at 220 in the 
Boonsboro Tournament, 
where many of the Falcons 
wrestled upward of eight 
matches. Daniels didn’t 
wrestle against Broadneck 
but took third at Boonsboro 
and gives the Falcons 
strength at 120. Bowes 
placed second at Boonsboro, 
Schilpp took fourth, and 
Ryan wrestled 10 matches 
at Boonsboro. Shadowens, 
Griffin Strickler at 145 

and Mike Hamlett at 170 
should give the Falcons a 
strong lineup as the season 
progresses and they build 
toward counties and regions

“The future is bright for 
us, we just need the time 
to get into the room and 
work,” said Bryden.

For Broadneck, team 
goals have the Bruins’ 
eyes on the county with 
a mind for region dual 
qualification, while several 
individuals should contend 
at the county, region and 
even state level. With Old 
Mill and South River on 
the schedule in 2019, the 
Bruins have their work cut 
out for them, but Facciponti 
said they are confident in 
their progress.

“We’re going into 
Christmas break 6-0, and 
we’ve got Old Mill and 
South River, so definitely 
the hardest part of our 
schedule is coming up,” said 

Facciponti. “But, we control 
our own destiny, and we 
just have to keep doing 
our thing.”

With Broadneck, Old Mill 
and South River all figuring 
to contend for the county, 
Bloomfield said the Bruins 
maintain the same target 
all the time.

“Goals are always 
the same: qualify for 
regions, make the state 
tournament, win the state 
tournament. Some years 
we’re closer than others, 
but that’s always the goal,” 
said Bloomfield. “It’s an 
interesting year in the 
county. Old Mill is good 
as always. South River 
is good. And we’ve got 
some new guys who are 
good, Southern is tough, 
North County is tough, 
Chesapeake is tough. 
There’s a lot of parity across 
the county, and I’m excited 
about it.”

Broadneck Dominates Severna Park On The Mat, 56-19

Photos by Colin Murphy

Broadneck wrestling had its way with Severna Park on December 20, and the Bruins figure to contend for the county and qualify 
for the region tournament. Severna Park eyes a return to full health and a full lineup in advance of the county championships.
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Around the House

Arkadia Surfaces 410-216-3448
1981 Moreland Parkway, Bay 2, 4A, Annapolis, MD 21401
www.arkadiasurfaces.com

Bear Landscaping Inc. 410-969-0669
8116 Veterans Highway, Millersville, MD 21108
www.bearlandscaping.com

Dove Remodeling 410-439-5700
8611 Fort Smallwood Road # C, Pasadena, MD 21122
www.doveremodelingservices.com

Garcia Patios & Landscape 410-798-4615
565 E. Central Avenue, Edgewater, MD 21037
www.garciapatiosandlandscaping.com

The Haul Away Guys 443-867-6501

Landmark Roofing 443-223-7453
540 Baltimore-Annapolis Boulevard, Suite 3,
Severna Park, MD 21146
www.remodelwithlandmark.com

Mid-Atlantic Deck & Fence Co. 410-544-1987
800 Route 3 South, Gambrills, MD 21054
www.midatlanticdeckandfence.com

Education

St. John the Evangelist School 410-647-2283
689 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.stjohnspschool.org

Food, Drink & Entertainment

Beijing Chinese Restaurant 410-544-5550
574 B Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.beijingchinesemd.com

Bill Bateman’s Bistro 410-315-7960
566 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.billbateman.com

Chick-Fil-A - Severna Park 410-647-6232
511 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.spcfa.com

China Gourmet 410-729-2598
685 Old Mill Road, Millersville, MD 21108
www.chinagourmetmillersville.com

EscapeTime 410-544-1188
487 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.escapetimemd.com

Fishpaws Marketplace 410-647-7363
954 Ritchie Highway, Arnold, MD 21012
www.fishpawsmarket.com

Garry’s Grill 410-544-0499
553 Baltimore-Annapolis Boulevard, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.garrysgrill.com

Goska’s Liquors 410-647-4041
501 Leelyn Drive, Severna Park, MD 21146 
www.goskas.com

Harbour Spirits 410-544-6377
527 Benfield Road, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.harbourspirits.com

Kirsten’s Cakery 410-431-5005 
541-C Baltimore-Annapolis Boulevard,  
Severna Park, MD 21146
www.kirstenscakery.com

La Posta Pizzeria & Italian Kitchen 443-906-2840
513 Baltimore-Annapolis Boulevard,  
Severna Park, MD 21146
www.lapostapizzeria.com

O’Loughlin’s Restaurant 410-349-0200
1258 Bay Dale Drive, Arnold, MD 21012
www.oloughlinspub.com

Port Tack Ltd.  
Wine & Spirits 410-974-0800

1246 Bay Dale Drive, Arnold, MD 21012
www.porttackltd.com

Romilo’s Restaurant & Bar 410-544-6188
478-A Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.romilosrestaurant.com

Severna Park Lanes 410-647-0811
840 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.gobowlingsevernapark.com

Smoothie King 443-906-2512
556 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.smoothieking.com
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Pre-Kindergarten 3 through Grade 12 
indiancreekschool.org

410-923-3660 – Pre-K 3 through Grade 8 
410-849-5151 – Grades 9-12

Russell R. DwyeR, Inc.
md Lic 63813 Quality Since 1957

8377B Jumpers Hole Rd., millersville, md 21108

Licensed & Insured, Backflow Certified

• Water Heaters  • Disposals  • Sump Pumps  • Gas & Oil Boilers
 • Sinks & Showers  • Frozen Lines  • Water Main Repairs

• Toilets  • Leaky Faucets & Pipes  • Clogged Drains & Sewer
• Low Water Pressure  • Big or Small Jobs

(410) 647-3030

Plumbing & Heating
Problems Fixed Fast

Residential • Commercial
Sales-Service-Installation-Repairs

Covering all Angles

Basement Finishing
Custom CaBinetry

Doors & trim
KitChens & Bathrooms

www.vertexcarpentry.com 
443.926.6657

Quality  workmanship at affordable prices for over 30 years
 EXTERIOR

Siding | Roofing | Windows 
Doors | Concrete | Repair

Additions | Porches and More! 

WJ Hegarty
“SKIP”

INTERIOR
Kitchens | Baths

Drywall | Painting | Plaster
Repair and More!

NO JOB TOO SMALL

ASK ABOUT OUR 
WORKMANSHIP GUARANTEE

LICENSED – INSURED 410-721-0633
From our  family to your family for over 30 years

MHIC 
#9961

H O M e  I M Pr OV e M e N t S

FREE
Estimates

Jordan Hallet followed, 
but Vican closed the half 
with a highlight. With 
Severna Park leading 15-14 
and holding for the last 
shot, Gatton intercepted 
a pass, and Vican picked 
up the deflection near 
midcourt. Broadneck’s 
center took a few dribbles 
and some massive strides to 
throw down a thunderous 
two-hand dunk just before 
the halftime buzzer, 
putting the Broadneck 
students into a frenzy and 
giving the Bruins a 16-15 
halftime lead.

Vican said the 
rivalry atmosphere 
hyped up the players 
throughout the game.

“There’s a lot of emotions 
leading up to the game, the 
whole day at school, and 
when you finally play the 
game, it just feels great,” he 
said. “It feels even better to 
get the win.”

The Bruins still had work 

to do, and the lead changed 
hands several more times 
before game’s end. Wolfe hit 
a corner 3-pointer to give 
the Falcons a 20-19 lead in 
the third quarter, and after 
a basket by Vican, Severna 
Park’s Jacob Goodman 
scored for a 24-23 lead. 
Colbert gave Broadneck a 
26-24 lead with a 3-pointer, 
and baskets by Vican and 
Cantrell had Broadneck 
up 30-26 by the end of 
the third.

Wolfe again hit from 
3-point territory to open 
the fourth, but Cantrell 
followed with the first flash 
of his unique floater to 
make it 32-29. Broadneck 
put together the only 
sustained run for either 
team, getting buckets from 
Vican and Gatton to go up 
36-29 with 4:29 left, the 
largest lead for either side.

With the game in danger 
of slipping away, Severna 
Park responded. Young 
drove the baseline for a 

layup, Josh 
Horgan got a 
nice pass from 
Hallet for a 
basket, and 
Hallet drew a 
foul and made 

both free throws to make 
it a one-point Broadneck 
lead at 36-35 with 51 
seconds left.

That set up Broadneck 
with the ball and a one-
point lead with under 
a minute to play. The 
Bruins got the ball inside 
to Gatton, but his pass to 
Vican was deflected, and 
the ball popped 12 feet into 
the air. Vican skied for a 
controlled tip to the wing 
right to Cantrell, who took 
a power dribble toward the 
top of the key and lofted 
his patented floater with no 
hesitation and nine seconds 
left on the shot clock.

“I practice that shot,” 
said Cantrell of his unusual 
runner. “Coach Williams 
allows me to be the player I 
want to be, and I thank him 
for that.”

After a Severna Park 
miss, Gatton missed the 
front end of a one-and-one 
that would have put the 
game away. Severna Park 

point guard Matt Simms 
got the rebound, and the 
Falcons called timeout to 
set up a final play with 
2.6 seconds left. On the 
inbounds, they found 
Goodman on the wing, but 
he was triple-teamed on 
the catch, and his contested 
3-point attempt was off 
the mark, with Vican’s tall 
frame obscuring a clean 
look at the basket.

Vican said the offense 
wasn’t playing its usual 
pace, but the Bruins can 
win a defensive battle, too.

“When it comes down 
to it, it’s all our defense,” 
Vican said. “When we 
play defense, teams make 
passes they don’t want to, 
and we take advantage. 
We go to the hoop and 
get those buckets off 
turnovers. That’s where we 
really excel.”

With solid minutes 
against Severna Park 
from Vican, Cantrell, 
Colbert, Brendan Davis (3 
assists), David Stewart, 
Josh Ehrlich, Brendan 
Kennedy and Andrew 
Rose, Broadneck coach 
John Williams was keen 
to point out that the 
Bruins’ success this season 

has been a 
team effort.

“We’ve had 
a number of 
different people contribute 
offensively,” Williams said. 
“We’re definitely attempting 
to hang our hat on the 
defensive end and make 
sure we come to play every 
night on the defensive 
end. The fact that we’re 
able to do what we need to 
do defensively gives us a 
fighting chance, and we had 
just enough offense tonight 
to get it done.” 

He noted the nature of 
the rivalry always makes for 
a close matchup regardless 
of each team’s record.

“Any time we play our 
rival it’s always a bit of a 
challenge,” said Williams. 
“They are very prepared. 
Coach [Paul] Pellicani does 
a really good job of coaching 
his guys up, they play really 
good defense, and they 
never beat themselves. So, I 
think it just came down to 
who had the last possession 
and who took care of the 
ball in the end. We had 
just enough to get over the 
hump this evening.”

The Falcons were pained 
by yet another close loss 

— Severna Park has four 
losses by one possession 
— but encouraged by the 
depth the team showed.

“I’m very proud of them,” 
said Severna Park coach 
Paul Pellicani. “[Broadneck] 
is a very impressive team, 
and they’ve got some pieces 
to work with. The thing I 
was most impressed with 
was, we had a game plan, 
and the kids executed 
it. The kids trusted and 
believed, they hung with it 
on both ends of the floor, 
and we could still be playing 
[in overtime] right now. 
That was a heck of a high 
school basketball game.”

The teams’ rematch on 
February 15 in the second-
to-last game of the season.

“We’ve got to play them 
one more time,” said 
Pellicani. “I just think the 
contributions from so many 
guys, and to a person, each 
person we put in made us 
better. It wasn’t a Band-Aid. 
That’s one of the things 
that really excites me. We’re 
getting a little deeper and 
guys are contributing. We 
are right there.”

Broadneck Boys Edge Severna Park For Rivalry Win, 38-35

 »Continued from B1

Photos by Colin Murphy

The Falcons and Bruins entertained a packed gym of students and 
families on January 11. Records didn’t matter as the underdog Falcons 
took the host Bruins right down to the wire in a 38-35 Broadneck win.
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Spizzico Italian Kitchen 443-214-5121
1282 Bay Dale Drive, Arnold, MD 21012
www.spizzicorestaurant.com

Toby’s Dinner Theatre of Columbia 1-800-88-TOBYS 
5900 Symphony Woods Road, Columbia, MD 21044
www.tobysdinnertheatre.com

Health, Beauty & Fitness 

Baker Sisters Family Dental Care 410-768-7740
8025 Ritchie Highway, Suite 205, Pasadena, MD 21122
www.bakersisters.com

Cranska, Dr. Jeffrey 410-975-9331
877 Baltimore-Annapolis Boulevard, Suite 305, 
Severna Park, MD 21146
www.cranska.com

Emidio Vincenzo Escape Salon & Spa 410-647-6421
836 Ritchie Highway, Suite 15, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.evescape.com

ExpressCare – urgent Care Centers 410-544-0571
153 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.whywaitintheer.com

GymGuyz of Severna Park 410-348-7925
www.gymguyz.com

Hearing Solutions  
Audiology Center 410-672-1244

479 Jumpers Hole Road, Suite 203A, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.hearsolutions.com

Heartlands 410-729-1600
715 Benfield Road, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.heartlandsassistedliving.com

Kogen Dojo 410-507-8160
549 Baltimore-Annapolis Boulevard, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.kogendojo.com

Park Fitness 410-432-2113
564 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.parkfitsp.com

Park Mom Fitness 410-279-8910
www.parkmomfitness.com

The Park Salon and Barber 410-544-5800
542 Baltimore-Annapolis Boulevard,  
Severna Park, MD 21146
www.theparksb.com

Paul J. Kinsey, DDS, PA 410-544-4012
515 Benfield Road, Suite 202, Severna Park MD 21146
www.drpaulkinsey.com

Spring Arbor of Severna Park 410-544-7774
838 Ritchie Highway, Suite 3, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.springarborliving.com

Tough Love Salon 1-667-777-2566
356 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.toughlove.salon

Wright Orthodontics 410-544-0072
479 Jumpers Hole Road, Suite 203, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.orthowright.com

Retail 

Bulldog Bikes and Floats 410-544-6453
405 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.bulldogbikesandfloats.com

Park Plaza Merchant’s Association
550-582 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146

Side Street Framers 410-544-9050
558 B Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146 
www.sidestreetframers.com

Wild Bird Center of Severna Park 410-647-2453
568 G Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146 
www.wildbird.com/franchises/wild-bird-center-of-severna-park

Services

Arundel Federal 410-544-9600
50 W. McKinsey Road, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.arundelfederal.com

Bank of Glen Burnie 410-766-3300
www.bofgb.com

The David Orso Team 
of Compass Real Estate 443-372-7171

8 Evergreen Road, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.davidorso.com

Diggs Law 410-244-1189
8684 Veterans Highway, Suite 204, Millersville, MD 21108
www.diggslaw.com

Douglas Realty 866-987-3937
8585 Fort Smallwood Road, Pasadena, MD 21122
www.godouglasrealty.com

Fellner Legal Services 443-906-0117
485 Ritchie Highway, #203-D, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.flslawyer.com

Frank Taglienti of Berkshire
 Hathaway PenFed REALTORS® 410-384-9878 – Direct

565 Benfield Road, Suite 100, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.franktaglienti.com

Frank & Bill’s Auto Collision 410-255-3368
3306 Mountain Road, Pasadena, MD 21122
www.frankandbills.com

Gardiner & Appel 410-647-7777
570 Baltimore-Annapolis Boulevard, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.gardinerappelgroup.com

Homeland Title & Escrow, Ltd. 410-544-6700
811 Ritchie Highway, Suite 200, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.homelandtitleandescrow.com

Jean Andrews of 
Champion Realty, Inc. 410-975-3286 

541-B Baltimore-Annapolis Boulevard,  
Severna Park, MD 21146
www.jeanandrews.com

Moran Insurance 410-544-3422
696 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.moraninsurance.com

Primary Residential 
Mortgage, Inc. 410-777-8393

489 Ritchie Highway, Suite 202, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.primaryresidentialmortgage.com

Revere Bank 443-274-1020
8529 Veterans Highway, Millersville, MD 21108
www.reverebank.com

Severna Park Automotive 410-647-8322
499 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.severnaparkautomotive.com

WNAV 410-263-1430
236 Admiral Drive, Annapolis, MD 21401
www.1430wnav.com
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410-975-0090
www.RutzenEye.com

Brian M Conrad, CFP®
Financial Advisor

479 Jumpers Hole Rd Suite 202
Severna Park, MD 21146
410-544-8970

Member SIPC

Contact me today. 

mybwmc.org    410.787.4000

Jim’s Body shop
410-647-1178

Family Owned & Operated for 45 Years

• All work guaranteed for as 
long as you own the vehicle

• FREE Estimates

• We accept all Insurance

247 Keedy’s Lane  |  Pasadena, MD
Owner - Jim Keedy  |  Fax 410-647-4231

Premier
P l a n n i n g  G r o u p

Wealth Management

115 West Street, Suite 400, Annapolis, Maryland 21401
www.premierplanninggroup.com | 443.837.2532

Premier Planning Group is an independent firm with securities offered through Summit 
Brokerage Services, Inc., Member FINRA, SIPC. Jason LaBarge and Premier Planning 

Group, or any of its affiliates, do not represent the federal government, including the SSA.

By Colin Murphy 
colin@severnaparkvoice.com

The Severna Park JV 
basketball team entered 
2019 with three county 
wins and freshly crowned 
as champions of their home 
Winter Jam tournament.

Severna Park played two 
games at home over the 
holiday break as the second 
annual Winter Jam added a 
JV component for the first 
year, and the JV boys went 
2-0 with wins over James 
H. Blake and Northeast 
to claim the inaugural JV 
tournament trophy.

Against Northeast in 

the Winter Jam final on 
December 28, Michael 
O’Callaghan and Lance 
Reynolds both scored 12 
points for the Falcons, who 
struggled to score in the 
first half but relied on their 
defense to ultimately notch 
a 46-36 win over the Eagles.

“They did a nice job just 
playing through their 
defense, and then in the 
second half we kind of found 
our groove, got the ball up 
the floor a little bit quicker, 
got some easy buckets, just 
got out in transition,” said 
head coach Dan Reagan.

Nick Carparelli added 
9 points and 10 rebounds 

for Severna Park, helping 
the Falcons follow through 
on their focus to defend 
and rebound.

“Just our energy on 
defense has been a strong 
suit for us, and when we 
play good defensively, 
everything just flows,” said 
Carparelli.

A day prior, O’Callaghan, 
a sophomore, contributed 
a team-high 18 points in 
the Falcons’ 47-40 win over 
James H. Blake.

“Last year [O’Callaghan] 
was a tough kid who got 
significant [playing time] 
as a role player, and this 
year it’s paid off and he’s 

really doing everything 
right for us,” said Reagan. 
“He’s our best defender, 
he handles the ball, makes 
his free throws, just does 
all the right things. He’s 
been awesome.”

Reynolds, a sophomore 
who missed most of last 
season with injury, scored 
11 points against Blake 
in the win, while Declan 
Fox added 7 points and 
Carparelli (4), Anders 
Hansen (4), Ian Ferris 
(2), Colton Adams (3) all 
chipped in with buckets.

The Winter Jam 
performance came after 
the Falcons racked up 

three county wins to start 
the season. Severna Park 
kicked off the year with 
a 46-45 triple-overtime 
victory against Southern on 
December 7 before notching 
wins over Arundel (39-34) 
and South River (46-31). 
Against the Seahawks, 
Severna Park employed a 
balanced scoring attack 
as Reynolds led with 10 
and O’Callaghan and Gus 
Bachmann each scored 
9. Fox, Hansen, Adams, 
Chanze Coates and Shane 
Goldberg all contributed 
scoring in the victory.

At 5-2 overall entering 
2019, Reagan believes the 

early wins are valuable 
experiences and catalysts 
for continued strong play.

“Won that first game in 
triple overtime, and that 
game was ugly, and getting 
through that, we grew up 
quick in that game,” said 
Reagan. “We’re 5-2 now 
having pretty much no 
experience. This is the least 
experienced team I’ve had. 
But when we play well, we’re 
pretty good.”

The JV Falcons scored a 
37-33 win over Broadneck on 
January 11 behind a team-
high 13 points by Hansen. 
Severna Park is 6-4 through 
January 14.

SP JV Boys Protect Home Court In Winter Jam Sweep

Photos by Colin Murphy

The Falcons won the inaugural JV Winter Jam tournament, going 2-0 in the four-team competition with wins over James H. Blake and Northeast. Severna Park is 6-4 through 10 games.
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Meet New Board Of 
Education Member 
Dana Schallheim

By Zach Sparks 
zach@pasadenavoice.com

At-home parent, 
education advocate 
and former ACLU 

of Mississippi Volunteer 
of the Year — these are 
some labels that define 
Dana Schallheim, District 
5’s first elected school 
board member.

Schallheim was sworn in 
for a six-year term begin-
ning December 3. She hopes 
to bring her fiscal knowl-
edge (she holds a Master of 
Business Administration de-
gree) and 32-year volunteer 
service to her new role.

During a conversation in 
late December, Schallheim 
outlined her goals and 
expectations.

Q It will take time for 
the board to review 

the budget Superinten-
dent George Arlotto 
proposed, but I’m sure 
you’re happy with the idea 
of more teaching posi-
tions and $35.1 million for 
employee compensation 
increases?

A This was a very huge 
topic on the campaign 

trail. We need to get back 
to meeting school need at 
the school level. Now, that 
will take far more teachers 
than even what Dr. Arlotto 
proposed, so we have to bal-
ance that with realism and 
recognize the fact that we 
are an importer of teachers, 
but he made great strides to 
fill those gaps, which would 
decrease class sizes, which 
is very important, and back 
steps is something I heard 
every other day on the trail.

I believe equity is impor-
tant, not just for morale 
but also for retention. If 
we train these amazing 
teachers, we want them to 
stay. We don’t want to train 
them and then lose them 
to surrounding counties, 
so I’m a huge proponent of 
the restoration of lost steps 
or any great stride toward 
that goal.

Dana Schallheim

By Maya Pottiger

After one year of teach-
ing, David Britton 
landed his dream job: 

a research coordinator at 
National Geographic.

“I thought that was going to 
be the dream job because I’m 
very much into environmen-
talism; I’m very much into 
geography; I’m very much into 
outdoor experiences,” Britton 
said. “After two years of doing 
that, I was so bored. I missed 
the constant rush and excite-
ment of working with kids.”

Britton returned to teach-
ing, which he has now been 
doing for 18 years, and is 
currently a sixth-grade social 
studies teacher at Magothy 
River Middle School.

This year, Britton is a 
semifinalist for Teacher of the 
Year. He described the honor 
as “humbling.”

“There are days where 
you feel like you’re not the 
best teacher. That’s one of 
the things that’s great about 
teaching: There are days 
where you feel like you’ve 
somewhat failed,” Britton 
said. “By getting that recogni-
tion of long-term success over 
18 years, it’s incredible.”

Britton has received a 
number of previous honors: 
National Board Certification, 
Exceptional Needs Specialist 
and other awards around the 
school, including Teacher of 
the Month.

“As I visit classrooms 
throughout the day, it is 
always a pleasure to stop by 
Mr. Britton’s class because I 
know I am going to learn an 
interesting fact, hear a great 
story about important figures 
in history or discover what 
character he has decided 
to embody to make history 
become relevant and alive for 
his students,” said Nuria Wil-
liams, principal of Magothy 
River Middle School.

Prior to teaching social 
studies, Britton was a special 

education teacher for 10 years.
“I think the thing that con-

tinually draws me to teaching 
is it is constantly changing 
and incredibly challenging,” 

Britton said. “One of the 
things that keeps me going 
with it is you never master 
it. It is a consistent challenge 
every day. In a class of 30 kids, 
you’re never going to have a 
perfect day from everybody.”

In the classroom, Britton’s 
philosophy is to maximize 
engagement.

“You have to make your 
classroom as engaging as 
you possibly can because 
there’s such a competition in 
students’ brains now for what 
I’m going to connect into and 
what I’m not going to connect 
into,” Britton said. “If you 
don’t grab them, whether that 
be through personal relation-
ships or through what you do 
in your classroom to make the 
topic interesting or the way 
you present it interesting, it’s 
very difficult.”

Britton is active in the 
Magothy River school com-

munity, specifically with the 
Carson Scholar program and 
Positive Behavioral Interven-
tion Supports (PBIS). The 
Carson Scholar program 
awards scholarship money to 
two students each year who 
are not just academically suc-
cessful, but are also involved 
with community service. PBIS 
promotes ways to encourage 
positive behaviors throughout 
the school, such as with Polar 
Bear Plunge.

“Teaching is an incred-
ibly demanding occupation; 
I would be the first one to 
admit that,” Britton said. “To 
be recognized for all of the 
hard work that you’ve put 
into it is really exhilarating. 
It’s amazing.”

All of the semifinalists will 
be honored at the Excellence 
in Education Awards dinner at 
the BWI Marriott in Linthi-
cum on April 25.

David Britton Honored As 
Teacher Of The Year Semifinalist

David Britton, a sixth-grade 
social studies teacher at 
Magothy River Middle 
School, is a semifinalist for 
Teacher of the Year.

By Judy Tacyn

Two Severna Park Middle 
School students and mem-
bers of Girl Scout Troop 1848, 

Caroline Bresson and Emily 
Ranaghan, understand that it’s 
better to give than to receive. 
The compassionate teens enjoy 
exchanging gifts with their fami-
lies during the winter holidays, 
and they are aware that some 
young people may have challenges 
that preclude them from sharing 
the same joy.

Working toward their Girl Scout 
Silver Awards, the girls hosted a 
holiday shop in December at Old 
Mill Middle North School to allow 
their peers in that school an oppor-
tunity to “shop” for gifts for their 
own families.

Caroline and Emily presented the 
idea to their troop leaders, Karen 
Calish and Laurie Edwards, and 
then to leaders at Old Mill Middle 
North (OMMN), including Princi-
pal Dennis Kelly.

“We loved the idea for the Old 
Mill North Middle School holiday 
shop,” exclaimed Kalish. “The 

opportunity to host a store arose 
suddenly and we were impressed 
at how quickly Caroline and Emily 
reacted and pulled it together.”

Caroline said, “I know I feel good 
when I can give presents to my 
family, but it felt really good to be 
able to give others a chance to have 
that feeling.”

Emily echoed that sentiment, 
saying, “I really liked seeing how 
genuinely happy the kids were, 
knowing that they would be able 
to give a gift to someone in their 
family. It felt really good to be a 
part of that.”

Girl Scouts Host Holiday Shop For Peers

Photo by Judy Tacyn

Working toward their Girl Scout 
Silver Awards, Caroline Bresson (left) 
and Emily Ranaghan hosted a holiday 
shop in December at Old Mill Middle 
North School to allow their peers in 
that school an opportunity to “shop” 
for gifts for their own families.
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“I know I feel good when 
I can give presents to my 
family, but it felt really good 
to be able to give others a 
chance to have that feeling.”

 — Caroline Bresson

By Jane Seiss

Ava Janeski, a 4-year-old 
Severna Park resident, 
has been 

hospitalized since 
October after 
being diagnosed 
with a rare 
condition known 
as acute flaccid 
myelitis (AFM). 
The illness started 
as a respiratory 
infection. When 
Ave complained 
of a headache, her 
parents took her 
to a doctor. Ava 
was not getting 
better like her twin brother, 
who seemed to have the 
same illness. The family was 
advised to monitor Ava and 
her symptoms.

Within hours, Ava was not 
able to sit up and was hav-
ing difficulty breathing. Her 
parents took her to the emer-
gency room at Anne Arundel 
Medical Center. Doctors recog-
nized her symptoms as signs 
of AFM. Ava was immediately 
transferred to Johns Hopkins 
Hospital. Within 24 hours, she 
was paralyzed from the neck 
down and placed on a ventila-
tor because she could no lon-
ger breathe on her own. Ava 
spent a month at Hopkins sta-
bilizing and gaining strength 
before moving to Kennedy 
Krieger’s inpatient facility in 
Baltimore on November 6 for 
treatment and therapy.

According to the Centers 
for Disease Control, there is 
no cure for AFM. The rare 
condition affects the nervous 

system, specifically an area 
of the spinal cord known as 
gray matter. With AFM, the 
muscles and reflexes in the 
body weaken. Scientists do 
not know what brings on the 
condition, but they believe it 
is caused by a viral infection. 
Cases of AFM have been on 
the rise since 2014. The CDC 
estimates that in the United 
States, fewer than one to two 
children in a million will get 
AFM every year.

At Kennedy Krieger, Ava 
spends three hours in the 
morning going through a 
range of therapies: physical, 
speech, occupational, and e-
stimulation exercises. After a 
midday break for medical care, 
she spends three additional 
hours working hard in what 
is known as the “spine gym.” 
It is a state-of-the-art center 
where Ava goes through more 
activity-based restorative 
therapy (ABRT) to help her 
maximize her potential after 

the spinal damage and paraly-
sis caused by AFM.

Ava has made progress, 
learning to talk with a tracheal 
tube in place, managing to 
turn her neck from side to side, 
and she recently regained the 
ability to go to the bathroom 
on her own. She is not able to 
swallow and is on a feeding 
tube. Her spinal damage is se-
vere, and although with lots of 
hard work she may make im-
provements for up to 10 years, 
doctors said she will not likely 
get much movement back.

While Ava is at Kennedy 
Krieger, her mom, Amanda, is 
overseeing her treatment and 
learning how to care for her. 
“It is really overwhelming,” 
Amanda said of Ava’s situa-
tion. “My parents are taking 
care of our son 24/7.” Four-
year-old Tristan has autism 
and attends special education 
programs in Anne Arundel 
County. Ava’s dad, Ron, is 
working. The family does a lot 

of Facetiming to stay in touch. 
Ava’s brother misses his sister 
every day.

“She’s such a happy girl,” 
Amanda said of Ava, who 
has always loved to sing and 
dance. “We promise her Ari-
ana Grande videos to get her 
to do her therapies.

“She calls herself ‘Baby 
Bird,’” Amanda continued. 
“She’s so bubbly and full of life. 
It is hard on so many levels.”

Ava’s family expects her to 
be at Kennedy Krieger until 
February. Her parents will 
care for her and continue tak-
ing her to therapy at Kennedy 
Krieger three or four times a 
week. In the future, Ava will 
also need surgeries. Medical 
expenses and the cost of adap-
tions to the family home and 
vehicles are challenging.

To help the Janeski 
family as they adjust to 
a new life, make a dona-
tion at www.gofundme.com/
princess-baby-bird-afm.

Severna Park Family Seeks Help For 
Girl Paralyzed By Rare Condition

At Kennedy Krieger, Ava Janeski spends three hours in the morning going 
through a range of therapies. She does physical therapy, speech therapy, 
occupational therapy and e-stimulation exercises.

Superintendent George 
Arlotto Recommends 

$1.26 Billion 
Operating Budget

Just before winter 
break, Superintendent 
Dr. George Arlotto of 

Anne Arundel County Public 
Schools recommended to the 
Board of Education a $1.26 
billion operating budget for 
Fiscal Year 2020 that would 
add 201 classroom teaching 
positions and provide school 
system employees with mul-
tiple compensation increases.

Arlotto’s plan contains 
295.6 new positions, 92 
percent of which would be al-
located to employees to have 
daily interactions with stu-
dents. Of the 201 classroom 
teaching positions, 116 would 
help reduce existing class 
sizes and 44.5 would address 
enrollment increases.

The recommendation 
also includes $35.1 million 
for employee compensation 
increases, to be allocated 
as follows:

•	$7.5 million to fund the 
second half of the mid-year 
compensation increase 
provided to employees in 
the current fiscal year.

•	$14 million to fund a step 
increase for all eligible 
employees in all bargaining 
units and an equivalent in-
crease for non-represented 
employees.

•	$13.6 million as a compen-
sation placeholder for addi-

tional employee increases, 
subject to negotiations 
with bargaining units.

The $13.6 million “is suffi-
cient to provide an additional 
step for eligible employees, 
cost-of-living increases for all 
employees, or some other dis-
tribution — including back 
steps — that a bargaining 
unit may desire to negotiate,” 
Dr. Arlotto told the board in 
his budget address, which 
was attended by County 
Executive Steuart Pittman 
and County Council mem-
bers Allison Pickard, Nathan 
Volke, Andrew Pruski and 
Amanda Fiedler.

“The decision about 
whether to convert funding 
for a step to some other form 
of distribution to cover more 
or fewer employees is one for 
bargaining units to make and 
negotiate,” Arlotto added. 
“I would urge represented 
employees to make their 
priorities known directly to 
their bargaining unit repre-
sentatives on this issue so 
that their voices can be heard 
at the bargaining table.”

The recommendation also 
contains $2.1 million to in-
crease extracurricular pay for 
teachers from $25 per hour to 
$30 per hour, and $928,000 
to increase pay for substitute 
teachers by $10 per day. This 
substitute pay rate has not 

 »Continued on B10
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indiancreekschool.org

VISIT INDIAN CREEK
UPPER SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE

(Grades 7-12)
Tuesday, January 29, 9-11 a.m.

LOWER SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE
(Pre-K 3 through Grade 6)

Wednesday, March 6, 9-11 a.m.

INDIAN CREEK STUDENTS
MAKE THE WORLD BETTER.

Indian Creek is a community that transforms children, 
from Pre-K 3 - Grade 12, into young adults who exhibit
 curiosity, optimism, perseverance, and a desire to 
have a positive impact on the world around them.

Learn 
how our 

FlexibleTuition 
Program can make
 an ICS education 

affordable for your 
family!

   

WELCOME WEDNESDAYS 
on both campuses from 9:30 - 11:00 a.m.

February 6, April 3, May 8

Each month, the Severna 
Park Voice poses a question 

to a local fifth-grade class. This 
month, both fifth-grade class-
es at St. John the Evangelist 
School answered this question 
in honor of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day on January 21:

What does it mean 
to be a hero?
To be a hero, it means to be a 
kind and helpful person. You 
don’t have to be a superhero 
or have power. It is to provide 
people with your talents.
Abigail M.

To be a hero means to do good 
and help those in need. It also 
means saving lives, even if it 
is only one.
Alexandra L.

A hero is kind, helpful and 
caring. They always help oth-
ers in need.
Amelia N.

Heroes are caring, pa-
tient and kind.
Ava K.

A hero is brave, caring 
and smart. Good teachers 
are heroes!
Bobby B.

To be a hero is to have courage 
and stick up for someone or 
something.
Bradley H.

A hero is a person who is brave, 
strong and caring. He or she 
always keeps citizens safe. 
Policemen are heroes.
Brendan H.

I don’t think that being a hero 
specifically means you saved 
someone or have superpowers. 
It just means that you inspire or 
help someone in need. I think 
being a hero means that you’re 
looked up to or people know you 
for what you are doing right.
Brennan C.

A hero is a person who is helpful 
and caring.
Brody K.

To be a hero feels good be-
cause you save or help some-
one in need and people come 
to know you.
Bryce W.

A hero is a person who is caring, 
takes risks and is careful.
Caden G.

A hero is brave, smart and 
never gives up.
Charlie G.

Heroes are kind, nice and help-
ful. They are always kind and not 
mean or selfish. Good parents 
are heroes.
Charlotte H.

A hero is helpful, loving and 
someone who exemplifies kind-
ness to others.
Chloe A.

Heroes do what others need help 
with. They do good all the time.
Collin S.

To be a hero means that you 
save people to do good. It also 
means to help.
Connor W.

I think a hero means that you 
are an inspiration to someone. It 
also means that you saved some-
one or gave them confidence.
Cora C.

A hero always cares for others, 
even if it means getting hurt or 
risking their life.
Daniel T.

Being a hero means that you 
save people’s lives and help those 
in need. To be a hero, you must 
be courageous, smart and kind.
Delyla H.

A hero is a person who is brave, 
respectful and unselfish. He or 
she always puts others first.
Dylan T.

To be a hero, you need to have 
courage. You don’t have to save 

a life; you just have to do some-
thing kind.
Elana K.

Being a hero means that you 
have to save lives, help others 
in need, and shelter the ani-
mals in need.
Ellyse G.

A hero is smart, brave and 
trustworthy. A hero always rises 
to action to save or help another. 
A hero is a fireman.
Evan W.

To be a hero means to do what 
is right, not to be famous or a 
big symbol.
Finn M.

A hero is kindhearted and brave, 
and is a helping hand. Heroes 
usually have the qualities of 
leadership and caring for others. 
A soldier is a hero.
Gavin G.

Heroes are caring, loving and 
brave. They always demonstrate 
good behavior. Parents are great 
heroes because they are the ones 
who take care of you.
Gemma B.

Heroes help people in need. They 
stand up for people who are 
treated unfairly.
Greyson D.

A hero is courageous, brave 
and intelligent. Heroes show 
quick thinking in times of need. 
Policemen are heroes.
Jack G.

A hero is a person who is 
brave, kind and does not give 
up. Heroes always do good 
and take care of others.
Jaydon P.

Being a hero means that you 
help others, be kind and tell 
the truth.
Juliana H.

A hero is person who is brave, 
kind and loving. Parents 
are heroes!
Kaylee M.

To be a hero, it does not mean 
you have to have superpowers. 
It means to help others. You 
can be a superhero if you just 
help someone.
Lilianna C.

A hero is a person who is brave, 
kind and helpful. He or she is 
always there to help anyone in 
need. Soldiers are heroes because 
they sacrifice for their country.
Locke N.

What it means to be a hero is to 
be a kind, helpful person. Some 
heroes might not wear capes, but 
they wear smiles because they 
are happy helping others.
Lorelei B.

Being a hero means to stand-
ing up for what is right, no 
matter what.
Luke H.

A hero demonstrates bravery, 
kindness and intelligence. He 
or she always works hard to 
help others whenever they 
can. An example of a hero is a 
good doctor.
Maggie M.

A hero is responsible, kind and 
helpful. He or she always helps 
you and cares about you. Teach-
ers and parents are great heroes 
that exemplify bravery and 
strong effort.
Maggie S.

A hero is a person who is brave, 
caring and thoughtful. He or 
she always acts as a leader. Good 
soldiers are heroes.
Mariah S.

What it means to be a hero is to 
be a nice and respectful person. 
Also, heroes help others when 
they are in need.
Maryann N.

A hero is a person who is strong, 
brave and saves the day. He or 
she always gets through tough 
situations and saves the day. 
The Army is a hero because they 
protect our country so we can 
have freedom.
Matthew L.

To be a hero is to save people 
and to help people.
McKinsey N.

A hero is a person who is brave, 
takes risks and is ready to help. 
He or she always goes out of his 
or her way to help the helpless or 
give hope to the hopeless.
Miles K.

To be a hero means to be brave 
and caring to others and the 
environment. Just small acts of 

kindness can make you a hero. 
A hero solves problems, big 
and small.
Natalie W.

A hero is noble, loving and 
brave. A soldier is a hero who 
has enough bravery to sacrifice 
their life for us.
Nina M.

To be a hero means you help or 
save people. It also means to be 
a good leader.
Noah D.

To be a superhero, you don’t 
need superpowers. You can use 
all the talents you possess to 
help people. One good deed that 
helps someone makes you a 
hero, and that good deed could 
change the world.
Sal A.

A hero is a person who is a role 
model, a helping hand and 
somebody to look up to. He or 
she always helps when help 
is needed.
Sam M.

A hero is a person who protects 
their country, shows courage 
and demonstrates what is right. 
They risk their lives for others. 
State police troopers are heroes.
Savannah W.

A hero is brave, diligent and car-
ing. A hero never gives up, even 
in very hard situations.
Sebastian W.

To be a hero is to follow 
the Beatitudes and the Ten 
Commandments.
Tobias C.

To be a hero, you don’t have 
to have superpowers or save 
someone else. You can do a small 
heroic or kind thing for some-
one. Even if it’s a small thing, it’s 
a big change to someone’s world.
Wafa A.

To be a hero, you don’t have 
to have superpowers or save 
anybody. You can just make 
someone happy when they’re 
sad. That is what a hero is.
Wyatt M.

A hero is a person who is brave, 
bold, and strong. He or she al-
ways exemplifies respect for the 
elderly. A hero is a role model 
and changes the world, one 
person at a time.
Yoshua A.

A hero is a person who has the 
guts to stand up. It does not 
matter what you look like. You 
can change the world.
Zachary S.

It means saving people’s lives. It 
means to be nice to others.
Zoey R.

Students from both fifth-grade classes at St. John the Evangelist School answered the Voice’s question of the month for January.

St. John The Evangelist School

Question 
of the month

4 year old Pre School through Grade 8
410-647-2283  |  www.stjohnspschool.org

Severna Park, MD
National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence2008

Academic Excellence in the
Catholic Tradition Since 1959

Faith  •  Family  •  academics

PreK Information Night - February 20th at 6:30pm
Kindergarten Information Night - February 13th at 6:30pm

OPEN HOUSE - Wednesday, January 30th - 9:00am to 12:00pm | 7:00pm to 8:00pm
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COOL SCHOOLS 
Thursday 1/24 • 10AM-12PM

POLICE
Friday 1/25 • 10AM-1PM

CORPORATE
Friday 1/25 • 1-5PM

PEE WEE & FAMILY
Saturday 1/26 • 11-11:30AM

POLAR BEAR PLUNGE
Saturday 1/26
NEW! ROLLING PLUNGES
12-12:30PM 98Rock Plunge
1-1:30PM

2-2:30PM Ravens Plunge
3-3:30PM

4-4:30PM

PLUNGEMD.COM

Docksiders Gymnastics

410-987-8780 | 216 Najoles Rd, Millersville, MD 21108

We offer classes for Boys and Girls 18 months and up! We also have Birthday Parties, 
Field Trips, Open Gyms, Tumbling for Cheerleaders, Girl Scouts/Boy Scouts and more!

Leap into the 
New Year with 
Docksiders 
Gymnastics 
Excellence 
by Choice

Session III
January 21st - 
March 30th

Tons of Upside 
Down Fun for 
ALL ages!!!

Finding inspiration 
from a holiday shop at Oak 
Hill Elementary School, 
Caroline and Emily asked 
for donations from their 
friends, family members 
and the Severna Park 
community. Donations 
could be of any value, but 
items had to be new and 
suitable for babies and 
children of all ages, par-
ents, guardians, or other 
adults. OMMN students 
were invited to “shop” the 
donated items using their 
Patriot Passport dol-
lars, which students earn 
through a PBIS (positive 
behavior intervention and 
support) program used 
at the Millersville mid-
dle school.

Kalish said the girls 
received a lot of sup-
port in donations from 
Severna Park friends. 
“[The tremendous sup-
port they received] shows 
the resourcefulness and 
respect Caroline and Em-
ily’s families have in our 
community,” she added. 
“The store was very well 
received by the OMMN 
students who were able 
to ‘shop.’ Emily described 
the students as ‘grateful’ 
for the opportunity to 
pick out presents. She was 
obviously proud to provide 
that opportunity.”

The Girl Scouts esti-
mated that 115 students 
came to the holiday shop, 
and they were touched to 
see their peers carefully 
inspecting each item and 
putting thought into each 
of their decisions. Emily 
noted that some students 
even made phone calls to 
family members asking for 
help in making the perfect 

present selections. After 
a “purchase” was made, 
Caroline and Emily also 
wrapped the treasured 
gifts for the OMMN kids.

“What we thought might 
be a holiday shop for about 
20 kids ended up helping 
more than 100,” Kelly said. 
“The shop was very much 
appreciated by our stu-
dents and their families.”

Caroline and Emily 
were among 25 Oak Hill 
Elementary School kin-
dergarten students who 
made up the inaugural Girl 
Scout Troop 1848, which 
was formed in September 
2010. Under the direction 
of Calish and Edwards, the 
friends have been active 
members ever since.

Girls Scouts are required 
to complete community 
service projects. Some 
examples of Troop 1848’s 
work includes baking at 
Ronald McDonald House, 
packing hygiene kits for 
Orphan Grain Train, host-
ing SPAN food drives, and 
participating in Giving 
Back, Linda’s Legacy toi-
letry drives and Christmas 
Eve homeless dinners, just 
to name a few.

In 2016, Caroline and 
Emily and Troop 1848 
completed their Bronze 
Award, the highest award 
for community service 
at the Junior Girl Scout 
level, by donating a Kevlar 
K9 vest to the Maryland 
State Police (MSP). The 
vest was the first one 
in use with the MSP K9 
officers. The troop also 
donated requested sup-
plies for military working 
dogs overseas.

Edwards said that for 
their Silver Award, hosting 
the holiday shop was just 

the beginning for Caroline 
and Emily.

“The Silver Award com-
munity service project 
requires 50 hours of work 
and the project must be 
sustainable,” she said. 
“Caroline and Emily need 
to create a how-to manual 
and tee-up another group 
or organization to run 
the shop in the future. 
They are also considering 
holding another shop later 
this school year, perhaps 
Mother’s Day, and involve 
more student shoppers.”

In addition to communi-
ty service, Girl Scouts par-
ticipate in activities that 
develop skills and spark 
new interests, like camp-
ing, rope challenge courses 
and self-defense lessons.

“Now that the girls are 
Cadettes in eighth grade, 
they have more responsi-
bility in deciding and plan-
ning what we will do,” said 
Edwards. “We see their 
leadership skills in action 
as they plan and execute 
activities.”

Kelly applauded the girls 
for recognizing the needs 
of others. “This is an expe-
rience that will become a 
way of life for these girls,” 
he said. “What could possi-
bly go wrong when helping 
and providing for those in 
need is your focus?”

The young leaders 
are also quick to rec-
ognize their longtime 
troop leaders.

“Mrs. Kalish and Mrs. 
Edwards are very inspir-
ing leaders. We really look 
up to them,” Emily said. 
“[Caroline and I] love be-
ing Girl Scouts. We feel it’s 
very important to do good 
works and try to make the 
world a better place.”

Girl Scouts Host Holiday Shop For Peers
 »Continued from B8

been increased in 18 years.
Arlotto also included $3.1 

million for 47.3 positions 
to address enrollment 
increases and enhanced 
student needs in special 
education. It also includes 
$2.4 million for 25 English 
Language Acquisition 
teachers, 10 bilingual 
teaching assistants, two 
bilingual facilitators, and a 
technician to assist English 
language learners and their 
families; and $1.4 million 
for seven school counsel-
ors, three school psy-
chologists, and three social 
workers to help further ad-
dress social and emotional 
needs of students.

Also included is $742,800 
to expand the Triple-E pro-
gram to the five elementa-
ry schools in the Broadneck 
cluster, making it the sev-
enth cluster in the county 
with the curriculum.

Arlotto Recommends $1.26 Billion Budget
 »Continued from B8 Capital Budget Recommendation

Arlotto also presented to the board a $172 million capi-
tal budget recommendation that includes $88.8 million 
for ongoing construction projects at:
•	George Cromwell Elementary School
•	Edgewater Elementary School
•	Tyler Heights Elementary School
•	Richard Henry Lee Elementary School
•	Crofton Area High School

It also includes $3 million for feasibility studies at 
Quarterfield, Hillsmere and Rippling Woods elementary 
schools, and $10 million for the design of the new Old 
Mill West High School.

Also contained in the capital budget recommendation 
is $11 million for prekindergarten and kindergarten addi-
tions at Millersville and Linthicum elementary schools, 
and $6 million to construct a classroom addition at Crof-
ton Woods Elementary School and complete the addition 
at Solley Elementary School.

“Ladies and gentlemen, we continue to have a lot of 
work to do,” Arlotto said in his address. “I stand here to-
night committed to doing everything I can to accomplish 
that work, and firmly believing that the right ingredients 
exist to bring about the results that we all want … To 
every resident of this county, I say clearly that this is not 
just my work. This is not just your work. This is our work. 
These are our children. All of them. And all means all.”

Are you interested in joining a team that consists of highly professional account reps, a 
company well positioned for future growth? We are currently seeking a solid, professional 
sales executive to call on the local accounts in the Anne Arundel County market.

Account Executive/Territory Manager
Advertising account executives are responsible for finding new advertising clients and 

maintaining a relationship with current clients to assist them with their advertising needs.

We Are Hiring noW!

Required Skills
•	 Positive, team-orientated attitude with superior 

communication and presentation skills;
•	 Prior sales experience with demonstrated 

success in growing revenue. Prefer successful 
sales background that includes energetic 
prospecting, as well as informative and 
enthusiastic sales presentations;

•	 Must be a strong closer with outstanding 
account management skills that allows time 
to focus on developing new business; 

•	 Ability to work independently and within a team, 
in a fast-paced, results-orientated environment;

•	 Creative, engaging communicator with 
good listening skills, self-motivated 
with a high energy level;

•	 Proficient in Excel and SalesForce.com - or 
equivalent sales management (CRM) system;

•	 Available to participate in various local 

P.O. Box 608, Severna Park, MD 21146
410-647-9400

spvnews@severnaparkvoice.com
www.severnaparkvoice.com

 facebook.com/severnaparkvoice
 @SPVoice

business activities and organizations, as well 
as pertinent community events as required.

Remuneration
Generous base salary and commission make 
this one of the top paying positions in our 
industry. Benefit package includes health 
insurance, 401K, paid holidays and vacation. 
Excellent opportunity for advancement.

Company Description
The Voice Media has been in business for over 34 years 
and offers marketing and promotional opportunities 
that include print, web and social media.

Contact
Serious inquires only.
Please send resume to: Larry Sells
PO Box 608, Severna Park MD 21146.
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Q You want to align 
start times with 

research findings. What 
do you see as your big-
gest obstacle?

A To achieve that one ob-
stacle, we need to figure 

out why the software that 
was implemented continues 
to be problematic from a 
bus-scheduling perspective 
and make sure that those 
staff are trained properly. 
They work very hard at what 
they do. I just feel think if 
we’re feeling a little lost, we 
need to ask for some direc-
tion, perhaps get a consul-
tant to assist with that, and 
then once that software is 
dialed down, we can use that 
software as it was designed 
and intended and put in 
scenarios that shorten that 
window between 7:25 and 
9:30 or 9:40 so that the 
elementary school can start 
earlier, because those kids 
developmentally are up 
earlier, and create a healthier 
environment for our high 
school students.
When we are sleep deprived, 
the challenges that face our 
daily lives feel more insur-
mountable than they really 
are. It compounds the stress 
in high school, it compounds 
feelings of depression, it 
definitely affects grades, it 
affects happiness, and so 
we have seen this is start-
ing to pick up steam across 
the country. Seattle Public 
Schools, slightly smaller 
than Anne Arundel County 
Public Schools, just moved 
their start times and are see-
ing fabulous results. I know 
we can do it too; we just 
have to try. 

Q During your cam-
paign, you mentioned 

the need to bring fiscal 

oversight and account-
ability back to the board. 
How was the board lack-
ing in that regard?

AThis is not a slam or an 
insult or meant as an 

offense to previous boards. 
They worked very hard. I’m 
now witnessing firsthand 
what it takes and I applaud all 
of the former board mem-
bers for their service and I’m 
grateful for that. However, 
especially in the last year on 
the trail, I heard a lot about 
not just accountability but 
about transparency, so I want 
to be sure that us as a new 
board, as a new body — I’m 
not speaking on behalf of 
the board throughout any of 
this conversation, just as an 
individual member — that 
we do our best to make all our 
decisions in public.
In terms of fiscal account-
ability, what I really mean by 
that is making sure we are 
taking every effort we can to 
put every available dollar and 
cent to meeting school need 
at school level. In doing that, 
I would hope that the board 
as a body would want to do 
at least a human capital audit 
of Riva Road to figure out if 
there is any way we can be 
more efficient at the central 
office and really try our best in 
this budget cycle to make sure 
that the schools get what they 
need. At the end of the day, 
this is about our students first 
and so we need to make sure 
that every last resource is put 
there first, above other things.

Q Are there any other big 
issues you’re especially 

excited to tackle?

AThere is so much that I 
want to tackle. I started 

out with a pretty small plat-
form mostly around decreased 
class sizes and aligning pay 
and working conditions 

with surrounding counties. 
I started with that, and as I 
met people on the trail from 
various groups, from every 
background, everywhere on 
the political spectrum and 
various cultural and religious 
minority groups as well, my 
platform grew over the last 
year and I continue to learn.
I want to hear from constitu-
ents not just in District 5 but 
across the county. I want to 
be as responsive as I can to 
concerns. Mostly I want to 
listen because a lot of how I 
am going to be effective will be 
determined by how willing I 
am to sit and listen and learn. 
This comes with a little bit of 
a learning curve, or quite a bit 
of a learning curve, and I just 
want to grow my knowledge so 
I can be effective.
I do want to tackle issues 
around special needs. I 
want to make sure we are 
an inclusive school system 
that celebrates the diversity 
within it, both from a religious 
standpoint and a cultural 
standpoint, race etc. Also the 
bullying and racism is huge 
and horrible and distressing to 
me as a parent. I can’t believe 
what I hear is still going on 
in schools in 2019. Things 
that I never experienced as 
a youth or in any other place 
that I lived. This is clearly a 
systemic problem that needs 
tackling immediately. No child 
deserves to be bullied, and 
hate speech and actions of 
hate, to me, are unacceptable 
under any circumstance and 
need to be eradicated from our 
schools, so those are the other 
things I want to tackle.
I’m thrilled see the diversity 
on the board, not just by gen-
der and race but with respect 
to religion and background. 
It’s going to bring a richness to 
our community and I’m very 
much looking forward to mak-

ing some amazing, positive 
changes for our students and 
our teachers going forward 
— just really thrilled to be 
working with the entire board. 
It started out good and I can’t 
wait to continue to learn about 
each other so we can work well 
together, make some changes, 
grow as a community and be 
the best version of our school 
system that we can be.

Q Is there anything else 
you want to add about 

your family life or role 
as a parent?

AI have been a lifelong 
volunteer and advocate 

my entire adult life. It’s some-
thing that feeds my soul. It’s 
something I feel called to do. 
So obviously I don’t do this 
for the sleepless nights and 
sometimes negative feedback 
I have received, but I do this 
because I love our community, 
I love all of our students, I 
really believe in our mission to 
elevate all students and elimi-
nate all gaps, and I just want 
to do my best to accomplish 
that. We are new, so I ask for 
the community’s patience but 
I also welcome the feedback 
— good, bad, otherwise. My 
email is dschallheim@AACPS.
org and my phone number is 
listed on the AACPS website 
if you click on “board” and 
“Meet the Board Members.” I 
am very responsive. I’m more 
than happy to email back and 
forth. I’m more than happy to 
talk on the phone. I’m more 
than happy to grab a cup of 
coffee and chat. I’m just want 
to be available to the commu-
nity I serve, and it’s an honor 
to serve the community.

 Q Visit www.
severnaparkvoice.
com to read the 
full version of 
this article.

Meet New Board Of Education Member Dana Schallheim
 »Continued from B8

Eagle Scouts 
Honored At SPUMC

Four Severna Park youths 
were recently bestowed 
Eagle Scout status in a Court 
of Honor ceremony held at 
Severna Park United Method-
ist Church.

Hunter Reeves has been 
active in scouting since the 
first grade as a Tiger Scout 
in Pack 918, which meets at 
Oak Hill Elementary School. 
For his Eagle project, Hunter 
designed and built two large 
compost bins at the Kinder 
Park Community Gardens, us-
ing wood donated from work-
ing woodsmiths on the prem-
ises. The bins have a grooved 
slat that can be removed to 
till and turn the compost, and 
three separate compartments 
for green, in-process and 
ready-to-use-compost for the 
gardeners.

David Scarlett joined 
Troop 993 at age 12. He quickly 
learned his scout skills and 
worked through his rank 
requirements. For Scarlett’s 
Eagle Scout project, he chose 
to construct a sitting area in 
the Shipley’s Choice communi-
ty just outside Shipley’s Choice 
Elementary School. Shipley’s 
Choice is an active community 

with people always outdoors. 
He wanted to create a com-
fortable resting place for them 
where they can relax after a 
long day’s work or a walk and 
exercising at the park.

Erick Howard began his 
scouting career in 2007 when 
he joined Pack 855 at Benfield 
Elementary School. Howard’s 
Eagle project involved build-
ing amphitheater seating 
in the memorial gardens of 
Severna Park United Method-
ist Church, his troop’s sponsor 
church. He has been a member 
of this church since birth 
and wanted his project to be 
there so he could give back 
to the place and people that 
have meant a lot to him over 
the years.

Mitch Decker began his 
trail to Eagle as part of Pack 
855 at Benfield Elementary 
School. For his Eagle Scout 
project, Mitchell built four 
new picnic tables for the 
playground area at Severna 
Park United Methodist 
Church. The picnic tables 
replaced old tables that posed 
a safety risk for the children 
of the preschool and the Sun-
day School.

Photo courtesy of Joanna Kouvaras

(L-R) Hunter Reeves, David Scarlett, Erick Howard and Mitch 
Decker recently completed projects to earn Eagle status.
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“Come join the FUN!”

Annapolis Bowl
10 Pin

2057 General’s Hwy
Annapolis, MD

410-266-0700
GoBowlingAnnapolis.com

Greenway Bowl
10 Pin

8246 Telegraph Road
Odenton, MD

410-551-7100
GoBowlingOdenton.com

Severna Park Lanes
Duck Pin & 10 Pin
840 Ritchie Hwy

Severna Park, MD
410-647-0811

GoBowlingSevernaPark.com

4 Free
Games

pizza pins & pepsi

$69.95
Valid at Annapolis Bowl, Greenway Bowl & Severna Park Lanes through 2/6/19 When 

lanes are available.  Not redeemable during “Galaxy Bowl.” Can not be combined 

withany other offer. Limit one coupon per visit per group, per day. SPV

2 hours, shoe rentals, 
large cheese pizza,

pitcher of soda for up
to 6 people per lane for 
one value-bowl price.

per lane for
all this fun.

Over $99 value! Limited to available lanes.

Your Best New Year’s Resolution?
Go Bowling!!!!

Galaxy Bowling      Friday & Saturday Late Night —COME OUT AND HAVE FUN!!!

FUN Short Season
Programs now forming 

All ages and abilities
      welcomed!! — 

Call today!

UP TO FOUR
FREE GAMES!
When an identical number

of games are purchased
at regular rates.

Limit one coupon per visit per group. Validonly when open play lanes are available.Not redeemable for“Galaxy Bowl.” Valid atAnnapolis Bowl, Greenway Bowl & Severna
Park Lanes. Expires 2/6/19. SPV

mid-week 
madness

Tuesday 
Wednesday 
& Thursday

9PM-Close. $10 per person.

Shoes not included. Cannot be combined with

any other offers. Severna Park, Greenway

Bowl & Annapolis Bowl. Expires 2/6/19. SPV



Steak ‘n Shake in Millers-
ville is now under new 
ownership. Dominic Rose 

is the operating partner and is 
in the restaurant almost every 
day, making sure the busi-
ness executes at the highest 
levels possible and working to 
partner with the community. 
Whether it be working with 
Teachers Association of Anne 
Arundel County (TAAAC) 
to provide discounts to local 
teachers, providing discounts 
to first-responders and veter-
ans, or setting up fundraisers, 
Rose is committed to serving 
the community.

Rose has been in the 
restaurant business for more 
than 30 years as a director 

of operations and franchisee 
for multiple brands. He is 
always looking for positive 

partnerships so he can provide 
opportunities for local groups, 
schools, churches and sports 

teams to have group nights 
where Steak ‘n Shake will 
donate a significant portion of 
the proceeds during the event 
back to the partner organi-
zation. In addition to those 
onetime events, Steak ‘n Shake 
also offers Military Monday 
when any active duty mili-
tary member or veteran who 
purchases a meal will get a $5 
coupon that can be used on 
their next visit. This offer is in 
addition to 10 percent off their 
purchase every time they visit.

Joshua Overholt and Chris 
Harding are Rose’s partners. 
Harding is currently a com-
mercial pilot. Harding’s trai-
ning as a pilot started in Anne 
Arundel County as a midship-
man at the Naval Academy and 
extended throughout his car-
reer as a naval aviator. Harding 
served for 10 years as a fighter 
pilot for the Navy, including 
two deployments in the Medi-

Steak ‘N Shake Now Under New Ownership

The new ownership team behind Steak ’n Shake in Millersville 
consists of Joshua Overholt, Dominic Rose and Chris Harding.
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Happy New Year! 
We are excited 
to announce our 

newest members of the 
chamber: Dr. Brian 
Valle, DDS; Chesapeake 
Bay Aquatic and Physi-
cal Therapy; Susan 
Murray – RE/MAX One; 
Severn Vac and Sew; 
Meraki Graphics; Phoe-
nix Private Wealth; 
Holly Oak Consulting; 
Jackie D’Amico De-
signs; Ariana Marshall 
LLC; and Isaacs Health 
Food Market.

December featured two 
wonderful holiday events. 
We held the annual tree 
lighting and open house 
on Friday, December 7, 
and hundreds came out 
for the countdown. Thank 
you to our sponsors 
Wright Orthodontics, 
Trinity Bible Church, 
Severn Bank, The Ne-
gron Farmers Insur-
ance Agency, Chick-fil-
A, Bruster’s Real Ice 
Cream, and The Law 
Offices of Elmore and 
Throop. We thank the 
Toast of Severna Park 
Toastmasters Club for 
providing thousands of 
cookies and running the 
open house. Thanks to 
our entertainers Michael 
Binnie of Annapolis 
Piper, the Severna Park 
Elementary School 
chorus, the St. John 
the Evangelist School 
chorus, and Creative 
Force Dance Center. The 
beautiful tree ornaments 
were created by the stu-
dents at Jones Elemen-
tary School.

On December 12, we 
held our annual Success-
ful Women in Business 
luncheon at the gorgeous 
Café Bretton. Thanks 
to Lisa Schneiderman 
of Lisa’s Cake Pops for 
sponsoring the event, 
which featured five 
vendors. More than 50 
women attended this 

special gathering.
A ribbon cutting was 

held at Rockwell Fitness 
in celebration of the new 
owners, Brian Chisolm 
and Sid Saab. They have 
done many renovations, 
and the center looks 
beautiful.

The inaugural Leader-
ship Breakfast was held 
at the Blackwall Barn 
and Lodge on January 
14. This was a multi-
chamber event and sold 
out quickly. The new 
county executive was 
the keynote speaker, 
and many other elected 
officials networked with 
constituents.

Our annual Health 
and Wellness Expo for 
You and Your Pets will 
be held on January 19 at 
the Holy Grounds Youth 
Center, from 10:00am 
to 4:00pm. The event 
features 26 exhibitors 
who will give demonstra-
tions and talking about 
ways to keep yourself and 
your pets healthy and 
tackle your New Year’s 
resolutions. We will have 
presentations, raffles, 
giveaways, a blood drive, 
pet adoption through the 
SPCA mobile unit, and 
much more! The event 
is free, fun and open to 
the public.

On January 30, we will 
hold our 2019 general 
membership and new 
officer installation dinner 
at the Chartwell Coun-
try Club. Our keynote 
speaker is Dr. Dawn 
Lindsey, president of 
Anne Arundel Com-
munity College. The 
theme of the meeting is 
“From Good to Great to 
Exceptional.”

Please join us and 
continue the growth 
and prosperity that our 
community enjoys. Our 
mission is to promote our 
businesses and organiza-
tions to the community 
and create opportunities 
to showcase your services. 
Call us at 410-647-3900 
or email info@gspacc.
com. Check out our site at 
www.gspacc.com.

Liz League
CEO, GSPACC

Chamber Update

By Zach Sparks

What’s your special 
hideaway spot for re-
laxing: a man cave in 

the basement? The local coffee 
shop or diner?

For 15 years, many patrons 

have found their relaxation 
at Emidio Vincenzo ESCAPE 
Salon and Day Spa.

Specializing in hair, skin 
care, manicures and pedicures, 
waxing, massage therapy and 
more, the Severna Park busi-
ness was the lifelong dream 

of Emidio Tripodi, who owns 
the salon and spa with his 
wife, Kristen.

Tripodi credited his grand-
father for introducing him 
to the salon industry and for 
showing him the importance 
of guest service.

“My grandfather was an 
old-school Italian barber in 
Annapolis,” Tripodi said. “He 
was a perfectionist in his craft 
for sure and [cherished] his 
interaction with people.”

When starting Emidio 
Vincenzo Salon & Spa, 
Tripodi wanted to emulate 
his grandfather’s devotion to 
the customer.

“You can’t help but to 
establish relationships, get-
ting to know the clients and 
being there for their families 
and them being there for 
us,” he said.

Emidio Vincenzo ESCAPE 
Salon and Day Spa started 
with eight people, including 
Monica Ross, a hairstylist who 
has been a staple at the com-
pany for all 15 years. Her sister, 
Maria Sapienza, a nail special-
ist, will celebrate her 14th year 
in February. Currently, the spa 
has about 16 employees, but 
that number fluctuates.

“Part of what drives Kris-
ten and I is watching their 
growth,” Tripodi said of his 
employees. “You start out 
trying to establish a business 

For 15 Years, Emidio Vincenzo Salon 
& Spa Has Been An Escape For Guests

Emidio and Kristen Tripodi (front) credited their dedicated staff and faithful customers for keeping 
Emidio Vincenzo ESCAPE Salon and Day Spa in business through recessions and other hardships.

By Maya Pottiger

Students in need at 
Cape St. Claire Elemen-
tary School received 

free coats for winter, and 
there’s more to come.

Kristin Davidson-Ruck 
partnered with her hus-
band, Steve Ruck, owner 
of Bike Doctor in Ar-
nold, to start the Thrive 
Kids Charity.

“I always want kids to 
have the necessities that 
they need in life. I love to 
watch children smile, and 
I love to see them happy,” 
Kristin said. “With Thrive, 
our goal is to bring the local 
community together to give 
things to children that they 
need so they can be happy 
and concentrate in school.”

Through Bike Doctor, 
Thrive Kids Charity was 
able to get a wider reach 
and meet higher fund-
raising goals.

“For me, after being in 
business in 30 years in the 
area, it’s a good way to help 
give back to the local com-
munity,” Steve said.

Always active in giving 
to charity, Bike Doctor 
has previously held fun-
draisers to donate to the 
SPCA and other national 

organizations.
“[With Thrive], we can 

direct it to the local people,” 
Steve said. “Going forward, 
this way, we can help lo-
cal people here in Anne 
Arundel County.”

The coats purchased by 
Thrive were delivered to 
Cape St. Claire Elementary 
on December 20.

“I’ve heard, ‘This is an 
awesome idea. This is a 
great idea.’ Everyone is very 
excited about how this is 
going to help the local chil-
dren and provide warmth,” 
Kristin said. “The feedback 
is great, and I’ve had a lot of 
people reach out to me.”

As an ultimate goal, Kris-
tin wants to expand Thrive 
to the rest of the coun-
try. However, she knows 
she needs to start small. 
Kristin’s next goal is to help 

students at Cape St. Claire 
afford everyday expenses. 
Thrive will specifically con-
tribute to the school lunch 
program and the fifth-grad-
ers who need help affording 
the annual class field trip.

“If children need some 
necessity in life to help 
them get through the day, 
I want Thrive to be able 
to provide that for them,” 
Kristin said. “I want school 
principals to know that we 
are here, and if there is a 
child who is in dire need 
of something, I want them 
to be able to reach out to 
myself or someone within 
our organization, and for us 
to provide that for them.”

Thrive Kids Charity is 
currently designing a web-
site. For more information 
on the charity, email sruck@
bikedoctor.com.

CoMMUnitY ContriBUtorS

Kristin Davidson-Ruck coordinated with Cape St. Claire 
ES Principal Janet Lancaster to organize the coat drive.

ruck Family 
And Bike Doctor 
Start thrive 
Kids Charity

How to Create Your Own Pension

Last 
month, 
I intro-

duced you to annuities and the 
benefits they can give to some-
one in retirement who needs a 
guaranteed source of income. 
Annuities, generally speaking, 
can act like a pension plan for 
those who were not fortunate 
enough to be offered one 
through their employment.

I love using annuities as a 
tool when creating a retire-
ment plan for my clients since 
they can be so helpful when 
paired with another pension 
and/or your Social Security 
benefits to create a depend-
able monthly paycheck in 
retirement that will cover 
your monthly budget needs. 
However, I always advise that 
you never have all your eggs 
in just one basket, and the 
same applies for annuities. 
Annuities are just one tool to 
consider when creating your 
retirement income plan, but if 
this tool sounds like some-
thing you’d like to consider, 
here are some things to have 
in mind when you speak to 
your financial professional 
about your options.

What to Consider 
When Looking to 
Purchase an Annuity

There are two main types 
of annuities: immediate 
and deferred.

An immediate annuity 
or what is known as a SPIA, 
single premium immediate 
annuity, is where you give an 

insurance company a lump 
sum and they turn around and 
provide you a monthly pay-
ment right away. This will usu-
ally continue for the lifetime 
of you and/or your spouse. 
Most immediate annuities 
are annuitized, which means 
that in exchange for this im-
mediate, regular, guaranteed 
income, you no longer have 
access to the money.

Deferred annuities are 
just what they sound like. In 
contrast to the immediate 
annuity, a deferred annuity 
will wait to pay you an income. 
Your money continues to grow 
in the meantime and you 
can often lock in guaranteed 
growth. Not all deferred an-
nuities require you to annui-
tize the money.

There are two sub-catego-
ries: fixed and variable.

A fixed annuity pays a fixed 
rate, much like a CD. There 
is also a fixed index annuity, 
which pays a rate of return 
based upon the movement 
of some market index, but it 
also has a guaranteed no-loss 
provision.

With variable annuities, you 
have a mutual fund inside of 
an annuity wrapper where, 
theoretically, returns are 
higher than a fixed or a fixed 
index annuity. You need to re-
member, though, that you can 
lose money based on market 
losses. The insurance compa-
nies offering these types of 
annuities often charge a fee 
for their guarantee, known 
as the M&E, or mortality and 
expense fee, which fixed and 
fixed index annuities do not 
charge. Your financial profes-
sional should explain all fees 
to you before purchasing any 
financial product.

How to Choose the 
Annuity that is 
right for You

If you have decided that 
an annuity would be a useful 
tool to have as a part of your 
retirement plan, you need to 
decide which annuity product 
is best for you. Because of the 
guarantees most annuities 
provide, you can work back-
ward to determine how much 
you will need to put into 
an annuity to give you the 
payments you require. If you 
know how long you’re going 
to defer taking payments, and 
you know what the interest 
rate is, you should be able 
to determine how much you 
need to allocate into the an-
nuity to provide the monthly 
payment you need. You can 
find helpful calculators by 
Googling “annuity calculator” 
to give you a rough idea of 
what you can expect.

In addition to your own 
research, I recommend you 
speak to your trusted finan-
cial professional to help you 
determine what is best for 
your situation after consider-
ing your financial needs, life 
circumstances and retirement 
goals. They can explain, in un-
derstandable terms, what you 
are agreeing to, how the annu-
ity works, and any related fees 
you can expect.

Annuities get a bad rap. So 
many people say they hate an-
nuities, but I have yet to find a 
client who doesn’t like to know 
what exactly they can expect 
each month in income and to 
have that amount guaranteed 
for life. That’s why people like 
the idea of pensions so much. 
The funny thing is, to provide 
security and relieve compa-

Jason LaBarge
Managing Partner 

Premier 
Planning Group
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 • Makes decisions ahead of time
 • Ensures wishes are carried out
 • Prevents overspending
 • Takes the pressure of selection  
  process off your family
 • Keeps costs at today’s prices 
  when paid in advance

We specialize in preplanning. Call us and 
we can answer any questions you may have.

You already know what a will does.
Preplanning does more.

Preplanning is a simple thing you can do to ease burdens on your family at a  
difficult time. No other form of preparation does all of these things:

BARRANCO & SONS, P.A.
SEVERNA PARK FUNERAL HOME

Funeral & Cremation Services
(410) 647-2400 • barrancofuneralhome.com
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moraninsurance.com

Helping to keep you
 Warm & Safe

this winter season.

410.647.7777
570 Baltimore Annapolis Blvd. • Severna Park, MD 21146

 www.gardinerappelgroup.com

Protecting Families for 30 years

• Your lawyer 
and neighbor 

providing 
legal expertise 

for all your 
family law 

and accident 
needs.

Call today for an appointment! 
8684 Veterans Highway · Suite 204 · 

Millersville, Maryland 21108
Email: info@diggslaw.com

O: 410-244-1189 F: 443-543-6360 
Website: www.diggslaw.com

and you watch them become 
established.”

The staff size is not the only 
noticeable change. About a 
year after opening their busi-
ness, the husband-and-wife 
duo added healing therapy, 
angel card reading and medita-
tion to their list of services.

“Energy work is something 
Kristen and I have always been 
into,” Tripodi said. “When we 
first opened the business, we 
weren’t sure how people would 
react to it. But we always pride 
ourselves on being unique. 
As opposed to not putting 
ourselves out there, we decided 
to embrace it.

“One of the worst things 
that can happen in business 
is when you forget who you 
are, when you don’t stay true 
to who you are and make deci-
sions out of fear,” he added.

Those additions have made 
the interaction with guests 

even stronger, he explained.
“We’re still a salon-and-day-

spa business,” Tripodi said. 
“Our philosophy and energy is 
what makes us who we are and 
draws people.”

The staff thanked its long-
time supporters on December 
15 with a party that included 
giveaways. “I don’t know if 
amazing is a good enough 
word to describe how support-
ive they’ve been,” Tripodi said 
of his clients.

Gratitude and appreciation 
were the two main words 
Tripodi used when asked about 
his staff, his customers, and 
the longtime success of the 
salon and spa.

“Kristen and I have incred-
ible gratitude for our team, for 
our clients,” he said. “I don’t 
think we can ever tell what the 
future holds for us. We will do 
what we’ve been doing, but fig-
ure out how to do it stronger, 
how to do it better.”

Members of the Greater Severna Park and Arnold Chamber of Commerce gathered at 
RockWell Fitness to meet the center’s new owners, Sid Saab and Brian Chisholm, who 
celebrated their taking over the business with a formal ribbon cutting.

Well-Wishers Gather To Meet 
New Owners Of RockWell Fitness

Ribbon Cutting

nies of long-term financial 
obligations, some companies 
are transferring their pension 
plans into pension annuities! 
So, if your employer doesn’t 
offer a pension plan, don’t de-
spair, you can create your own 
pension-like income stream by 
purchasing an annuity that is 
right for you.

Any guarantees offered 
are backed by the financial 
strength of the insurance 
company, not an outside 

entity. Investors are cautioned 
to carefully review the annuity 
product for its features, costs, 
risks and how the variables 
associated with the benefits 
reference are calculated.

Opinions expressed are 
that of the author and are not 
endorsed by the named broker 
dealer or its affiliates. All 
information herein has been 
prepared solely for informa-
tional purposes, and it is not 
an offer to buy or sell, or a 
solicitation of an offer to buy 
or sell any security or instru-

ment or to participate in any 
particular trading strategy. 
For a comprehensive review 
of your personal situation, 
always consult with a tax or 
legal advisor. Neither Summit 
Brokerage Services Inc nor any 
of its representatives may give 
legal or tax advice.

Premier Planning Group is an 
independent firm with securi-
ties offered through Summit 
Brokerage Services Inc., Member 
FINRA, SIPC. The firm is located 
at 115 West Street, Suite 400, in 
Annapolis.

How to Create Your Own Pension
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La Posta Pizzeria Doubles Its Space For Patrons

terranean and Persian Gulf 
in support of the Global War 
on Terrorism onboard USS 
Theodore Roosevelt and USS 
Enterprise.

Overholt is a partner in an 
investment firm in Balti-
more. He and Harding, as 
well as their wives, Laura and 
Susanne, provide support to 
the business by analyzing the 
financials and helping with 
location selection, marketing 
and doing anything they can 
to support Rose and the team 
operating the restaurant.

Steak ‘n Shake is located 
at 8100 Veterans Highway in 
Millersville.

Steak ‘N 
Shake New 
Ownership

Emidio Vincenzo Salon Has 
Been An Escape For Guests

After six months of work, La Posta Pizzeria & Italian Kitchen opened its new dining 
space, which allows the business to serve twice as many patrons as it did previously, 
as well as host private parties and events. Since it opened in early 2017, La Posta has 
been popular among patrons from Severna Park and beyond, but its small dining room 
was not able to accommodate the rush. “It’s a good problem to have,” observed owner 
Charlie Priola, who said his favorite part of the expansion is that the restaurant will 
now be able to serve more people and reduce the wait during peak hours.
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